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Mandela Arrives To Appeal to EC for Investment 
AU0710061693 Paris AFP in English 2105 GMT 6 Oct 93 


[Excerpts] Brussels, Oct 6 (AFP}—Nelson Mandela, 
president of the African National Congress (ANC), 
arrived here late Wednesday [6 October] for a two-day 
visit to boost support for the switch to all-race democ- 
racy now under way in South Africa. 


He was due to meet senior European Community offi- 
cials and businessmen on Thursday and Friday, make 
several public addresses and receive an honorary degree 
from the Free University of Brussels. 


An ANC spokesman said Mandela would appeal for 
investment in post-apartheid South Africa, and ask the 
EC for help in promoting stability throughout southern 
Africa, particularly in Angola and Mozambique. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


“The message must be loud and clear. There should be 
no support for the spoilers,” he said. 


The spokesman added that Mandela would also be 
seeking reassurance that the EC would not forget South 
Africa once institutional apartheid had been abolished. 
“We need help to make a peace settlement stick,” he 
said. 

The ANC leader was scheduled to meet the Belgian 
prime minister, Jean-Luc Dehaene, and his foreign min- 
ister, Willy Claes, here on Thursday. Belgium currently 
holds the EC's revolving presidency. 


On Friday he will meet Jacques Delors, president of the 
EC's influential European Commission. 


One topic will be the commission's involvement in 
helping organise the country’s first all-race elections next 
year. [passage omitted] 


Mandela Calls on World To Bypass Pretoria 
Government 


AU0710103393 Paris AFP in English 1012 GMT 7 Oct 93 


[Text] Brussels, Oct 7 (AFP}—Nelson Mandela, presi- 
dent of the African National Congress (ANC), called on 
world governments here Thursday [7 October] to bypass 
the Pretoria government and deal with a new transitional 
executive in South Africa. 


He was addressing a joint assembly of the European 
Community and the 69 countries of the ACP (African, 
Caribbean, Pacific) group linked to the European Com- 
munity through the Lome Convention. 


“The white minority government should not be granted 
recognition and treated as though they are representa- 
tives of all the people of South Africa,” he said. 


Last month the South African Parliament passed a bill to 
establish a transitional executive countil (TEC) to 
oversee the run-up to the country’s first-ever all-race 
general elections scheduled for next April. 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 1 


The TEC, expected to be set up next month, will com- 
prise two members from each of more than 20 parties 


engaged in the current peace negotiations, including the 
governing National Party and the ANC. 


But the National Party government will still exercise 
formal control until the election of a new government of 
national unity. 


Mandela said he ¢xpected the European Community, the 
ACP countries and other governments and organisations 
to deal with the TEC as soon as it was set up, rather than 
with the NP government. 


Mandela added that foreign companies would have 
guarantees that their profits could be repatriated, along 
with the revenue of any sale of assets. 


This was in response to fears that a post-apartheid govern- 
ment might nationalise some industries or businesses. 


“But we would expect all companies to do all in their 
power to seek oul partnerships with emerging black 
communities,” he added. 


Mandela stressed that all businesses, local and foreign, 
would be treated on an equal basis, “and expected to 
comply with South Afncan laws.” 


He also called on the European Community to step up its 
plans to take part in a voter education campaign ahead 
of next year’s election, and to monitor the poll. 


The ANC leader sought support to ensure that “no single 
organisation™ would be allowed to undermine the elec- 
tion or challenge its result. 


This was an apparent reference to the extreme white 
rightwing and the Zulu Inkatha movemen , which have 
not yet agreed to join the election process. 


The ANC leader arrived in Brussels late Wednesday 
after a stop in Portugal, following a 10-day trip to the 
United States. He leaves for Britain on Friday. 


NATO Reaffirms Support for Yeltsin 
AU0610164893 Paris AFP in English 1630 GMT 6 Oct 93 


[Text] Brussels, Oct 6 (AFP)}—The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation reaffirmed its support Wednesday [6 
October] for President Boris Yeltsin as the “democrati- 
cally-elected™ leader of Russia, a NATO spokesman said. 


He added that a meeting of NATO ambassadors had under- 
lined their backing for the process of political and economic 
reform in Russia, and for free and fair elections there as the 
best way to resolve political differences. 


The spokesman said the ambassadors had also empha- 
sised NATO's determination to “continue work to forge 
closer ties to Russia and all of the states of the former 
Soviet Union and Central and Eastern Europe.” 


He was speaking after the ambassadors, meeting as the 
Nurth Atlantic Council, heard a report on the failed 
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revolt by parliami™tary rebels against Yeltsin which was 
crushed Sunday and Monday [3-4 October]. 


On Sunday, speaking at the height of the violence. 
NATO Secretary General Manfred Woerner had said 
there was no need to put the alliance’s forces in a state of 
alert. 


NATO sources said Russia's nuclear weapons had 
remained under control of government authorities 


throughout the crisis. 


NATO Rejects Russian Bid To Amend CFE Treaty 


AL0610131293 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network in 
German 1200 GMT 6 Oct 93 


[Text] According to sources close to NATO, Russia has 
threatened to resign from the Treaty on Conventional 
Forces in Europe [CFE], unless it is granted exceptions 
because of tensions in the Caucasus region. However, 
NATO rejects the partial lifting of upper ceilings for 
heavy weapons on Russia’s northern and southern flanks 
that Moscow has demanded. The sources say that there- 
upon, Russia threatened to terminate the Treaty. 


The Federal Government has said thai 1 1s not prepared 
to renegotiate the CFE Treaty. A Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said in Bonn today that the Russian demands 
should be discussed in the Permanent Co.isultative 
Group in Vienna, the Treaty should, however, not be 
amended. 


Israeli Peres Opens Socialist International 


LD0610123393 Lisbon Radio Renascenca in Portuguese 
to Europe 1000 GMT 6 Oct 93 


[Text] [Announcer] The Socialist International [SI] is 
mecting in Lisbon. The SI General Council meeting will 
focus on the world economic crisis and the Middle East 
peace process. African National Congress leader Nelson 
Mandela and Israch Foreign Minister Shim'on Peres 
addressed the opening session, David Damuiao reports. 


[Damiao] Shim'on Peres is opening the Socialist Inter- 
national summit here in Lisbon. He said he was very 
moved this morning because both Blacks and Jews can 
celebrate a new future: Africans will obiain peace 
through freedom, while Israclis will obtain freedom 
through peace, he said. Shim’on Peres said they will give 
iheir neighbors the Palestinians every support in 
buriding a new society. He added that the Middle East 
could have already had peace if the PLO had not chosen 
war but votes. He expressed the belief that a triangle 
involving Israel, Jordan, and Palestinians is necessary to 
solve definitively the Palestinian problem—a triangle 
similar to the Benelux situation involving Belgium, the 
Netherlands, and Luxembourg. 


For Shim’on Peres the building of a mew Middle East 
includes four basic principles. There should be freedom 
from the negative costs of an excessively large army. 
Another major expense is dictatorships, he said, which 
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maintain secret services no one needs. He also expressed the 


desire to develop tourism to give jobs to the unemployed, 
and to build transporn and communication infrastructures. 


Finally, Shimon Peres said that he did not forget 
Norway. Any country in need of peace should seck 
Norway as a mediator. he sand. He appealed to all 
countries to start looking at the Middle East on a dif- 
ferent way. He said that Europe and America’s problem 
was unemployment. therefore. he called on them to 
export their unemployed workers to the Maddie East and 
other less developed countries. 


Mandela Addresses Socialist International Meeting 


LD0610141293 Lishon Radio Renascenca in Portuguese 
to Europe 1130 GMT 6 Oct 93 


[Excerpts] [“ nnouncer] The Socialist International gen- 
eral council mecting 1s under way in Lrsbon. The first 
guest to address the forum was Israch Foreign Minister 
Shim'on Peres. He was followed by African National 
Congress leader Nelson Mandela who spoke of Angola 
and the South Afnmcan democratization process. Peres 
spoke of the new cra in the Middle East. Renato Silva 
and David Damiao report: [passage omitted] 


The Portuguese Socialist Party leader then addressed the 
mecting. Renato Silva reports. 


[Silva] Antonio Guterres focused on the commitment of all 
the socialist parties mm the world to do away with dictator- 
ships with the wind of democracy. He gave as an example 
the Middle East and Shim’on Peres. Only aithin Socialist 
International can hope be placed on values and principles. 
on a leadership the world needs. Guterres also spoke of the 
death of communism. He said communism had died in 
Portugal in 1975. [passage omitted] 


[Damiao] Nelson Mandela explained his request at the 
United Nations General Assembly for the lifting of 
sanctions against South Africa. He said the decision had 
not been a reward for Mr. de Kierk for good behavior but 
rather a boost to the country’s democratization. Democ- 
racy needs stability, stability only occurs with develop- 
ment, and poverty 1s the enemy of democracy. Mandela 
said. He also spoke of Angola. South Africa helped to 
destabilize this country, therefore. the South Africans 


want to help the Angolan people. 


[Begin Mandela recording. in English with superimposed 
translation into Portuguese] We South Africans feel a 


particular responsibility regarding Angola and Mozam- 
bique, also because of the role the current government 
played in their stabilization. [sentence as heard] 


The outlook for peace in these two countries will con- 
tinue to be overst.adowed until the key leaders commit 
thomselves to respecting the peace accords. We want to 
raise Our voice to bring peace to Angola. This, of course, 
18 for us, but it 1s necessary to make both sides respect the 
accords and democratically recognize electoral results. 
{end recording} 
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Mandela left the room after his speech and is at the 
moment mecting Prime Minister Cavaco Silva. Peres 
has also left. He 1s already on his way to Israel, where he 
has to arrive before sunset for religious reasons. 


The Socialist International meeting will <nd tomorrow. 
but this afternoon it will debate the world cconomic 
recession. The British Labor leader John Smith will 
begin the discussions. 


Karayalcin Addresses Socialist International 


Pledges Aid to Middle East 


TA0610201993 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 6 oct 93 


[Text] Murat Karayalcin, Social Democratic Populist 
Party [SDPP] leader, state minister and deputy prime 
minister, has said that Turkey is determuned to extend 
every possible support, incly ding financial aid, in order 
to contribute to the peace in the Middle East. He added 
that Turkey's water resources might play a role in these 
peaceful efforts. 

The Socialist International Council convened in Lisbon. 
Inci Tanriover from the Turkish Radio and Television 
team in Lisbon reports the following: [Begin recording] 


[Tanriover] The Middle East peace process is one of the 
primary issues discussed at this meeting. An SD°P 
delegation headed by Karayalcin and Socialist Interna- 
tional Deputy President Erdal Inonu are representing 
Turkey at the meeting. 


In a statement addressing the meeting, Karayalcin said 
that it is not sufficient to sign agreements to ensure a 
lasting peace in the Middle East. Noting that a democ- 
ratization process and development are necessary in a 
bid to attain peace in the region, Karayalcin added that 
Turkey is determined to extend every possible aid. 
including monetary aid, to that end. In an assessment he 
made later, Karayalcin said that in his speech he also 
stressed the importance of secular regimes for peace to 
be secured in the Middle East. 


[Karayalcin}] Secular administrations, secular state struc- 
tures constitute a different character for the peoples and 
countries of the Middle East. Secularism is a way of life in 
Europe. It has, however, a different meaning and signifi- 
cance for the countries in our region. It will be most difficult 
to secure peace or to evn preserve the current borders 
without secular regimes in the Middle East. 

[Tanriover] Karayaicin further condemned the silence of 
the world in the face of the developments in Bosnia- 
Herzegovi 1a, Karabakh and Georgia. 


Israeli Minister of Foreign Affairs Shimon Peres, repre- 
senting the Labor Party, addressed the Socialist Interna- 
tional meeting noting that his government 1s determined 
to secure peace in the region. [end recording) 
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Urges Peaceful Solution to Cyprus Problem 
TA07 10072193 Ankara Turkive Radyolari Network in 
Turkish 2100 GMT 6 Oct 93 


[Report by Naci Omer in Lisbon] 


[Text] Karayalcin del vered another speech at the 
Socialist International Corncil meeting this evening. In 
reaction to a specch critec zing Turkey's presence on the 
island by Lissaridhus. leaver of the Greek Cypriot EDEK 
[United Deroocratic Union of Cyprus] party, Karayalcin 
explained that Turkey 1s in favor of a peaceful solution to 
the problem. All support to be given to this end will be 
welcomed. Karayalcin remarked, adding: We must not 
forget, however, that we cannot solve the problem by 
ignoring the international agreements. which clearly out- 
line Turkey's role in Cyprus, and devising new interna- 
tional agreements in their stead. 


Referring to economic issues. Karayalcin noted that unem- 
ployment is a basic problem. In addressing the problem of 
unemployment, Karayaicin stated. one cannot merely dis- 
cuss public sector deficits and interest ("rates). He stressed 
that humankind 1s facing a new concept of production and 
proposed that the Socialist International establish a special 
committee to study this subject. 


Albanian Minister Serreqi Continues Meetings at UN 


AU0110170993 Tirana Radio Tirana Network in 
Aihanian 1430 GMT 1 Oct 93 


[Text] Continuing his mectings with the foreign ministers of 
various countries, who are gathered in New York for the 
48th UN General Assembly session, our foreign munister, 
Alfred Serreqi, met today with Belgian Foreign Minister 
Willy ( acs. They evaluated Albania’s democratic achieve- 
menis in (ec direction of a market economy and respect for 
human mehts. Willy Claes, who is also president of the 
Council of Ministers of the European Community, stressed 
the European Community's resolve to consolidate its coop- 
eration with Albania in the political. economic, and other 
fields, and to stimulate Albania’s progress. The two minis- 
ters dwelt at length on the situation im former Yugoslavia 
and the efforts needed to be made by the international 
community to prevent the spread of the conflict to the 
south, on the problem of sanctions against Serbia, and other 


question; 


During his mecting with the foreign minister of the 
Netherlands, Peter Kooiymans, both sides stressed the 
exacerbation of the situation in Kosova following the 
departure of the CSCE observers. After discussing the 
importance of an international solution of the crisis, the 
Dutch foreign minister showed particular interest in the 
six-point plan presented by the Albanian president, Sali 
Berisha, to resolve the Kosova question. 


The question of the European Community's efforts to put 
an end to the war and to achieve peace in Bosnia, as well as 
the importance of the presence of CSCE monitors in Kos- 
ova, was dealt with in Foreign Minister Serreqi’s meeting 
with his Danish counterpart. Niels Helveg Petersen. The 
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Danish foreign minister expressed his government's interest 
in helping Albania in the implementation of the economic 
programs of the democrat. government. 

Our foreign minister had meetings also with his couater- 
parts from Germany. Morocco, Poland, the Philippines, 
and other countries. 


Romani: Favors [AEA‘s Extension of Treaty 


AU0110184793 Bucharest ROMPRES in English 1605 
GMT I Oct 93 


[Text] Vienna ROMPRES, 1/10/1993—At the debates 
the International Atomic Energy Agency's [IAEA] gen- 
eral conference (the 37th edition) is holding in Vienna, 
the head of the Romanian delegation, Mihail Balanescu, 
member for Romania of the IAEA Governors’ Board 
and vice president of the board, pledged the support of 
Romania’s government for the initiatives and measures 
the IAEA takes for the improvement of the Agency's 
control system. He also informed the conference that 
Romania endorses the indefinite extension of the treaty 
on non-proliferation of nuclear weapons. 


AIDS Specialist on Financial Impact of Disease 
AUOS 10194693 Paris AFP in English 1914 GMT 5 Oct 93 


(Text) Lyon, France, Oct 5 (AFP)}—The cost of acquired 
immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) in the world will 
top 105 billion dollars by 2000, six or seven times the 
current figure, a specialist said here Tuesday [5 October]. 


Denis Clair-Lambert of France's National Scientific 
Research Centre, was speaking at the first international 
conference on paying for satients afflicted with the 
gvnerally fatal disease. 

“The industrialised countries like France and the United 
States will probably be able to cope with the increase in 
expenditure, but for developing countries it will be a 
disaster,” he said. 

Already, %e said, the leaders of society in African coun- 
tries were being struck down by AIDS, and their replace- 
ments werr iess highly qualified, “which seriously 
threatens future economic development.” 


Clair-Lambert based his estimates on those of the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) of at least 20 million people 
suffering from AIDS by 2000 and 40 million more 
carriers of the virus, compared with 2.5 million and 15 
million today. 

A WHO epidemiologist, Eric Van Praag, said tnat devel- 
oping countries contained 80 percent of AIDS cases but 


could afford 20 percent of the total funds being 
spent on fighting the disease. 
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In hospitals in the capitals of Zaire. Zambia, Rwanda 
and Burundi between 50 and 70 percent of all patients 
admitted had AIDS. he said. As a result staff were badly 
affected by stress, low morale and fear, and their charges 
were correspondingly less well cared for. 


Computer Worries Delay Eurofighter's Maiden Flight 
LD0610130493 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1129 GMT 6 Oct 93 


[By Charles Miller, PRESS ASSOCIATION defence cor- 
respondent] 


[Text] The #32 bilhon Eurofighter 2000 programme was 
dealt a body blow today with the announcement that the 
furst flight has been delayed indefiniicly. Ministers and 
industry had predicted the first flight would take place this 
month in Germany—two years later than originally 
planned. 


But the Eurofighter consortium, wh«ch includes British 
Acrospace, announced that because of continuing con- 
cern about integration of the state-of-the-an con:outer 
software into the aircraft it woud sot fly this year. 
Officials acknowledged it was a severe blow i the 
four-nation project because both “politically and presen- 
tationaily™ it was vital to have the plane in the air. 


Officials stressed that recent accidents with the Amer- 
ican F-22 prototype and the Swedish Gripen underlined 
the need to have absolute confidence in the software 
package. The consortium said: “Eurofighter has there- 
fore decided that a further testing phase should be 
undertaken before flight qualification 1s granted.” 


The Eurofighter is an acrodynamically unstable aircraft to 
give greater agility but this requires thousands of computer 
calculations every sccond to keep it flying straight. 


The consortium insisted that a further short delay would 
not have a serious impact on the programme. However, 
it has proved difficult to hold together all four pariners— 
Britain, Germany, Italy and Spain—and officials are 
acutely aware that it would be a major beost to have the 
plane in the air. 

The sofiware is produced by [\ritain’s GEC-Marconi but 
the probh ms are understood to centre on the integration 
of the software into the aircraft by Germany's Deutsche 
Aerospace. 

“This is really breaking new ground,” said a British 
Aerospace official. “It is highly complex and we have to 
go round it one more time from A-Z because 
recognises that the worst thing would be for it to fly 
without full confidence in the software.” 


The RAF is scheduled to buy 250 Eurofighters. 
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Council of Europe Summit To Focus on Russia 


AU07 10111593 Vienna DER STANDARD in German 
70a 93 p 3 


[Report signed “APA/plo™: “In the Shadow of the Rus- 
sian Conflict”) 


[Excerpt] Vienna—The power struggle in Russia and 

and the Balkan conflict can be placed on the 
agenda of the Council of Europe summit beginning in 
Vienna on 8 October. This was proposed by Council of 
Europe Secretary-General Catherine Lalumicre and 
Chancellor Franz Vranitzky, who will chair the mecting. 


Other topics to be discussed by the heads of static and 
chiefs of government from the 32 member states will be 
the protection of minorities and xcnophobia. In addi- 
tion, a political declaration on the future architecture of 
Europe will be adopted, and a reform of icgal protection 
mechanisms f the European Human Rights Convention 
will be initiated. Onginally, a supplementary protocol to 
the Human Rights Convention on minority protection 
was to be adopted. It is true thal agreement has been 
reached on the necessity of minority protection, but not 
on the definition of minorities. To combat “ , 
xenophobia, anti-Semitism, and intolerance.” a state- 
ment and an action plan will be adopted at the Vienna 
meeting. The planned reform of the current lengthy 
human rights procedures will, however, not be carried 
out in Vienna, because the negotiators in Strasbourg 
have not reached agreement on interim provisions. The 
member states are secking to establish a permanent court 
of human rights with full-time judges. [passage omitted] 


EC Reviews Cash Gift To Russian Parliament 


LD0610190293 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1837 GMT 6 Oct 93 


[By Geoff Meade, PRESS ASSOCIATION] 


[Text] The EC Commission has decided not to go ahead 
with a 350,000 pounds sterling donation to promote 
democracy—in the Russian parliament. 


“In view of the circumstances this will have to be 
reviewed,” said the Commission's recently-opened 
Moscow office. 


EC officials in the Russian capital were on the brink of 
donating the moncy to Parliamentary Speaker Ruslan 
Khasbulatov, now imprisoned with Deputy President 
Aleksandr Ruther. The pair failed to overturn Boris 
Yeltsin earlier this week. 


The EC money, from the news European Democracy 
Initiative Fund, would have been used by the Russian 
Parliamentary Institute, next door to what is now the 
charred shell of the White House. 


The man behind the fund, Conservative Euro MP for 
York Edward McMillan-Scott, now says the money must 
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be ploughed into the genuine Russian clections which 
President Yeitsin announced today will be held on 
December | 2. 


Mr. McMillan-Scou meets EC Commussioner Sir Leon 
Brittan in Blackpool tonight to discuss the rssuc. 


The EC's Democracy Fund contains about 2.5 millon 
pounds sterling and Mr. McMillan-Scott wants some of 
it used to send Western politscal and clectoral cxperinse 
to Russia to help emsure the clection 1s free and fair. 


“President Yeltsin should welcome anything that shoves 
the rest of the world tha: the outcome of the Russ: in 
election 1s a genuine onc,” said the Tory MEP. who had 
talks in Moscow last weekend. 


“| will be asking Sir Leon tonight how we are goirg to use 
this fund, where it 1s needed most. Afier all, Russia has 
the biggest population and the largest nucicar arsenals in 
Europe and 1s a candidate in the long term for EC 
membership. We must do all we can to establish a truc 


democracy.” 


Czech, Slovak Republics Sign EC Association 
Agreement 


AU0610173893 Prague CTK in English 1336 GMT 
4 Oct 93 


[Text] Brussels, Oct 4 (CTK)}—The European agreement 
on the association of the Czech Republic and Slovakia 
with the European Community (EC) was signed by 
Czech Foreign Minister Jozef Zicleniec and Slovak 
Prime Minister Viadimir Meciar in Luxembourg today. 


Belgian Forcign Minister Willy Claes, members of the 
EC Commission for External Political and Economic 
Relations Hans van den Brock and Leon Brittan as well 
as the foreign ministers of the EC countries, signed the 
agreement on behalf of the EC. 


The two new agreements, which replace the agreement 
the EC had with the forrucr Czechoslovakia, bring the 
number of the countries associated with the EC to six. 


The oldest agreements were signed with Poland and 
Hungary in 1991. Recently Bulgaria and Romania also 
became associated with the EC. 


Today the ratification process of the Czech and Slovak 
European agreements starts. They will take effect after 
being approved by the European Parliament, the parlia- 
ments of all the EC members as well as the Czech and 
Slovak Parliaments. 


According to the Brussels experts, the ratification pro- 
cess is to be finished by the end of 1994. 


The agreements with Hungary and Poland have not yet 
been ratified by all the EC members. 
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EC Commission Has No Alternative to 
Maastricht 


400610181793 Munwh SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
m German 6 Oct 93 p 30 


[Report signed “wl”: “No Alternative to Maastricht” ] 


[Text] Munsch—The EC Commussion has not yet 
thought about what might happen if the Maastnchi 
Treaty, whose constitutionality well be decaded by the 
Federal Constitutional Court m a few days. fails. “We 
proceed from the premuse that the Maastricht Treaty will 
be ratified un Germany. too.” Theres was stated by EC Vice 
President Martin Bangemann m an interview with 
SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG. He made similar state- 
ments in a lecture at the European Hearing association in 
Munich. Hes remarks wndiwcate tha. many critical and 
negative comments about the Maastricht treaty are duc 
to the fact that peopic do not know this treaty 


For sistance. Bangemann thinks the criticism that the 
ecconomuc policy of the EC member st~tes 5 coordinated 
too little 1s unyustified. If one looks at the Maastricht 
Treaty, one must see that rules of behavior have been 
formulated there for many developments—he gives the 
cramples of budget deficus, deficn financing. or priva- 
tization—and also sanctioms. whech become effective in 
case of misbehavior, up to the threat that all payrnents by 
the European Community well be halted. Bangemann 
secs the controversial treaty also as a guaranice for the 
stability of a future European currency. Al the moment, 
he says, only Denmark and Luxembourg fulfill the 
criteria for monctary stability. The demand of Maas- 
tricht is thus stricter than the econoni« policy i almost 
all member states. The EC vice p-~sivent said the accu 
sation that the Commission 1s or ~~ poten’ 1s nonse>sc. 
does have the mght to make proposals. but laws end 
budget are decided by the Parliament and (he Cownci’ of 
Ministers. 


In a program for combating the average EC uremploy- 
ment of |! percent, which the Commussion #1 / present 
to the ©<al summit, the expansion of European jit7e- 
structure plays an important role—iransportation. the 
production and distribution o1 energy, as well as tele- 
communications. Here a lot of demand and employment 
could be created Bangemann thinks that private 
financing will be largely possible. Wherever this is not 
possible, EC means can be used mn addition. 


Furthermore, the program calls for an improvement of 
education and social polic, and for the climination of 
nationa) regulations, which still hinder the single market. 
An important proposal aims at qualifying unemployed 
people for other yobs. Requirement profiles for modern 
jobs must be included in vocational training. The basic 
idea 1s not to finance unemployment, but the path 
toward future-orented jobs. 


Regarding the economic development. nm sav: 


“I beleve that we are secing the light at the end of the 
tunnel.” He thinks that real growth rates of | 


-2 percent 
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are possible next wear. However, even of the coonomic 
development picks wp again. a considerable base of 
structural unemployment wil zeman in cxrstence for an 
extended penod. In particular im the ficids of steel, cccl, 
sonnei must be reduced because the companecs are no 
longer competitive. Europe rs basically competitive, but 
Siructares musi be wmproved and. in partecular. the 
European Community must be preserved. 


Commissioner Says EC Must Speed Up Research 
AL 0610205 193 Paris AFP in English 1908 GMT 6 Oct 93 


[Text] Brussels. Oct 6 (AFP)}—The European Commu- 
nity should speed up and coordimatc ts research pro- 
grammes to help tug the Community out of recession, 
EC Research Commissioner Antonio Rubert: said here 


Wednesday [6 October]. 


He released proposals from the EC's Executive European 
Commussion to focus a five-year research and develop- 
ment programme—budgcted at 13.1 tilhon ECU (15 
billion dollars}—on fewer projects to be treated im 


greater depth. 


The 1994-99 programme. comprising four percent of 
total research spending in the Community. was first 
released by the Commrssion in June but has not yet been 
approved by EC governments 


Rubert: said he was hoping 1t would be accepted at an EC 
Council of Research Ministers on Monday [1 1 October}. 
He added thai the research effcri of the i2-nation EC 
was too little and too fragmented. 


The commissioner complained that, while member 
siates agreed on the value of research for helping fight 
recession and boost European competitiveness, they 
were less enthusiastic about paying for it. 


He sand the United States and Japan spent more on 
research and development than did the EC. and drew 
more of this moncy from private enterprise. Only half of 
EC research funding comes from the private sector. 


According to Commission figures. the EC spends two 
percent of annual gross domestic product (GDP) on 
research and development. compared with 2.8 percent in 
the United States and three percent in Japan. 


The largest share of the Commission's proposed spend- 
ing—3.9 billion ECU (4.5 billion dollars}—goes to com- 


puter and communications technology. 


The plan sets aside 1.8 billion ECU (2.' billion dollars) 
for industria! research including develo, ment of “intel- 
hgent™ machine systems. 


Rubert: singled out research on AIDS and cancer m a 
1.285 bilhon ECU (1.5 billion dollar) paraage on life 
sciences including bio-technology. And the plan allocates 
more than one billion dollars to thermo-nuciear fusion. 
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EC Ministers Defend Europe's Cultural Identity 
BROGID1S 2193 Brussels LE SOIR im French 6 Oct 93 p 4 


{Arucie by Christine Simon: “Unanimous Pica on Behalf 
of Cultere— onclussions of the European Audiovisual 
Seminar Heid mm Mons™] 


fiect?) le Mons, Belgum. sepporied by European Com- 
. Usaner Pynhewro, the EC munisters responsible for the 
aud. vid sector unanimously defended the TC uropean 
cultura: sdentits 


“There ss substantual convergence. even if there are 
nuances depending on the countnes involved.” This 
phrase, uttered by Joc* De Deus Pinheiro, the European 
Commissioner responsibic for cultural affairs and the 
audiovisual »xtor, pretty well sums up the conclusions 
reached by EC a:dsovisual moenusters at their seminar 
held in Mouws 1 Monday [4 October] and Tuesday. 
Chaired by Mia-str: Ehho Di Rupo. the tasks undertaken 
wrihin the franies os of the GATT negotuations (involv- 
mg 115 countries: f. ted “the unanimous belief of the 
ministers responwt.: “or tic audiovisual sector that 
Europe must be caps. of supporting and developing 
audiovisual creation aod industry.” The ministers went 
even further, for in the words of the French rm nister of 
communications, “all of us feel that the so-called ‘cul- 
tural excepiron’ 1s the most appropriate way of enabling 
the pursult and implementation of policies aimed at 
promoting and preserving cultural identity at Commu- 
nity, natronal, and subnational level.” 


Based on six ports. ic. in the form of six minimum 
objectives to be preserved over an unlimited pericd, the 
position adopted by the European audiovisual ministers 
enables an assessment of the progress made in the 
contest of the GATT negotiations. As we stated previ- 
ously, there are two conflicting approaches. The first, 
supported bv professionals in the sect ©, and vehemently 
defended by France and Belgium, but rejected by the 
United States, 1s the “cultural exception,” which consists 
of leaving cultural and audiovisual products out of the 
talks on world trade. The second, which was still being 
defended in Luxembourg on Monday evening by Sir 
Leon Brittan, the Commissioner responsible for 
economic relations and trade policy, is that of “cultural 
specificity.” This approach proposes incorporating the 
audiovisual sector into the agreements while at tic sarre 
time providing for its special treatment 


Fhio Di Rupo, who is satisfied with the work done at the 
seminar, feels that “the spirit of Mons was staggerirg.” 
The minister went on to list six points of agreement. the 
most important of which were aimed al an exemption 
from the most favored nation clause for all programs that 
support the audiovisual sector (including at Co amunity 
level), and the continuavon and development of public 
assistance and operating subsidies. 


The audiovisual ministers also want to have the possi- 


bility of continuing to regulate existing technologies and 
modes of transmission, as well as new technologies and 
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modes of transmitting audiovisual programs. Lasily. 
while they defend the imp!emeniation of the “tclevision 
without frontiers” directyve and reject having the audso- 
visual sector subjected to the “principle of a gradual mse 
up to the level of liberalization as defined m the draft 
agreement.” they do want to be abl: to develop any 
polsces and measures in the future th: are likely to help 
the sector im all areas (creation. broadcasting. produc- 
tion, distribution, operation) 


The step taken by this common declarateon 1s an impor- 
tant one. Before the work hegins, only the Latin coun- 
tines defended the “cultura: cxception.” Undoubicdly. 
Commussioner Pinheiro has put the weight that he 
carnes into the balance. The fact remains that the Britssh 
and Germans now share the objectives armed at by their 
peers, while at the same time demanding greater fiex- 
bility on the negotiations. 


It should be noted. lastly. that the ministers have decided 
to continue the European Community's Media program 
at its current level of activity until 1995 (which would 
imply budgetary decisions to ensure the operation of the 


projects). 
Bulgaria’s Beroy Addresses Council of Europe 
y 


AU01 10111693 Sofia BTA in English 1754 GMT 
30 Sep 93 


Mw Strasbourg. September 30 (BTA}—In his speech 
before the Parliarnentary Assembly of the Council of 
. Bulgarian Prime Minister Prof. Lyuben Berov 
pointed to Bulgaria's commitment 19 peaceful and dem- 
ocratic means in solving conflicts as the most important 
positive aspect and advantage of this country’s trans- 
tion. “Today we can state without hesitation thai the 
principal values of the Council of Europe have found 

application in the Bulgarian society.” Prof. Berov 
said. In his speech he dwelied in detail on the reform in 
Bulgaria, on the tasks implemented by the cabinet 
headed by him, on Bulgaria's contacts with the Council 
pel page pd pg he cna gaa 


of the Yugoembargo. 


Minister Berov said that the difficultres encoun 
tered by Bulgaria both at home and in the international 
field. efforts to overcome these difficul 
without betraying the democratic principles are rcla- 
tively unknown jo many of CE [Council of Farope)- 
member states. “The most serious trial of cach F ulgarian 
Governt..2nt involved in the transition to |. market 
economy is the economic reform,” Lyvben berov sad. 
According to him, the pace of the economic changes 1s 
slower than the initial optimistic expectations and this 
has given rise to a number of social cataclys™ms. Speaking 
of the tasks of the government, Mr. Serov said that i 
wishes “not only to guide Bulgaria ini» quicter political 
waters but also to step up the economic changes 

“* “We nave 


Hit 
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said. adding that hrs government has also introduced its 
views and immuatives. He recalled that the government 
was labelled “cabinet of privatization.” “bul a ss very 
difficult tc make the majority of the people owners and 
to set up a middie class as the cconomuc basis of political 
democracy.” Prome Minister Rerov sand. He added that 
the sca! of the coonomic reform requires relative con- 
sensus between the political forces on the key mssucs of 
the cconomac policy 


In his speech Prime Minster Lyuben Berow dwciicd mn 
detail on the programme of his cabinct. The cabinet wall 
keep its promuse to return $5-60 peroent of the land to rts 
former owners. The cabinct micnds to continue is 
resinctive financial policy for curbing and contamuing 
inflaion and will seck to bring 1 down to 65 percent 
(1992 mflation was 80 percent) Prof Lyuben Berow said 
that Bulgaria would pursue a policy of opening the 
tsulgarian markets within the framework of GATT and 
EC norms 


The Bulgarian prime muinisicr pointed to the main- 
taining of constant dralogue between the government 
and the trade unions as a positive feature of the Bul 
garian nodel of transition 


Prof. Lyuben Serov stressed that Bulgaria is the only 
country m its region mm which the disintegration of the 
communist system was not followed by ethnic tension. 


Among the serious probien.s facing Bulgaria 11 present. 
Prime Minister Berov mentioned the drop in produc- 
tion. unemployment. the declining living standard. 
social insecurity, pollution, growing crime rate and cor- 
ruption. At the same time Bulgaria ts pressed by the 
burden of its foreign debi and the enormous losses it is 
suffering from the strict observation of the trade and 
economic sanctions against Serbia-Montencgro. Prof. 
Lyuben Berov stressed that al! this has crezicd favour- 
able ground for populism. “The government is under- 
taking measures for placing these problems under con- 
trol but frequently this can be echieved only with the 
support and assistance of the other European states and 
of the international commun.ty as a whole.” the Bul- 


garian prime minister said 


In his speech Prime Minister Berov dwelied on Bul- 
garia’s contacts with the Council of Europe. He pointed 
out that Bulgaria needs expert assistance in a number of 
fields and love all in the updating of its legislation. 
Bulgaria is also expecting assistance for the “White 
Paper on Social Security” prepared by the Bulgarian 
Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs. Bulgarian expe:ts 
will be included ever more actively im the wor’ of the 
different structures «. the Council of Europe. Pr {. Berov 
said that Bulgaria « carefully following and taking un 
active part in the drafting of legal documents regulating 
the defence of the ts of individuals of the national 
minorities. “In thes field there are a number of issucs 
which have not received a satisfactory answer at Euro- 
pean level yet which we shall solve jointly.” he said 
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Prime Munister Lyube:. ocrovw said that Bulgaria highly 
the intensive work within the framework of 


November 1994. It will be the first of the East European 
countries to preside (« ver] the Committee of Ministers. 


atten! on to the grave situation Bulgaria has found stself 
in as a result of its strict observation of its international 
obligations. ing the sanctions against Iraq Bul- 
garia lost over U.S. $2,500 million which have not been 
compensated “The present analyses lead to the alarming 
conclusion that all that has been achieved so far. as well 
our plans for the future, is seriously threatened by the 
accumulats on of a critical amount of negative socioeco- 
nomuc effects as a result of our consistent and firm policy 
of strect observation of the trade and economn sanctions 
_— Serbia-Montenegro,” Prime Minister Brrov sand. 

pointed out that according to Bulgarian data. among 
the countries neighbouring on to the former Yuzosiavia 
Bulgaria is the most affected by the sanc’:ons and at the 
same time i. 1s ing them most strictly. The losses in 
1992 amount to U.S. $942.6 millon, for the January 
1-April 30, 1993 period to U.S. $810 million and bor the 
period after May |, 1993 (when Resolution 820 of the 
UN Security Counc’ vame sto force}—to U.S. $259.2 
million a month. This figure does not include the indi- 
rect losses and lost profits as well as the losses suffered by 
the private sector. “When referred to Bulgaria's eco- 
nomi potential, these losses are disastrous.” Prime 
Minister Berov said. Bulgaria has also found iself in a 
transport and trade isolation from Europe. 


“The great losses suffered by Bulgaria as a result of her 
implementation of the Yugoembargo remained without 
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adequate and even without any response from the inter- 
national community apart from consolatory pats on the 
back,” the Bulgarian prime minister said. He explained 
that the group of advanced and rich countries domi- 
nating the international organizations have actually uni- 
laterally imposed a dead weight on an at present rela- 
tively poor country like Bulgaria. “It turned out that 
because of its geographic location Bulgaria is forced to 
pay for another's sins and is actually punished in the 
same degree as sanctioned Serbia,” Prime Minister 
Lyuben Berov said and added that it should not be 
forgotten that Bulgaria is undergoing a difficult transi- 
tion to democracy and market economy. The Bulgarian 
prime minister also asked who is to blame for the 
two-year long bloodshed in Bosnia-Herzegovina. “It is 
an indisputable fact that for two years international and 
European organizations did not find the strength to stop 
this human drama or at least to quickly extinguish the 
conflagration,” Prof. Lyuben Berov said. He said that 
Bulgaria is counting on the representatives of the Euro- 
pean democracies to help overcome the strenuous situa- 
tion it has found itself in. “What we want is not aid but 
an expression of solidarity and compensation for our 
efforts in the name of the principles proclaimed by the 
international democratic community,” the Bulgarian 
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prime minister said. He stated explicitly that the cabinet 
headed by him has no hesitations as to the strict obser- 
vation of the embargo but stressed the need for the 
international community to take urgent and efficient 
measures if not for directly compensating the losses, than 
for supporting Bulgaria by forms and means capable of 
neutralizing the losses from the sanctions. He said that 
such forms and means could be eased access to the 
markets of the advanced states, help in solving the 
external debt problem, eased access to credit sources and 
assistance in the realization of concrete projects. 


Mr. Lyuben Berov pointed out that there is an obvious 
contradiction between the statements that peace in the 
Balkans is of priority importance for Europe and that 
Bulgaria could play a particularly useful role in the 
Europeanization of the Balkans on the one hand, and the 
indifference shown to Bulgaria's interests. “How, for 
example can we explain to the Bulgarian public the delay 
in the ratification of the Europe agreement with Bul- 
garia?” Prof. Berov asked. At the end of his speech he 
stressed Bulgaria's striving to an Europeanization of the 
Balkans. “The solution of the problems in this region 
should be sought collectively and at European level,” 
Prime Minister Lyuben Berov said. 
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Mock Urges Acceleration of EC Membership 
Talks 


AU06 10173493 Salzburg SALZBURGER 
NACHRICHTEN in German 6 Oct 93 p 2 


{[Hans-Heinz Schlenker dispatch from Luxembourg: 
“The EC Intends To Accelerate Membership Negotia- 
tions With Austria”) 


[Text] The EC intends to accelerate the membership 
negotiations with Austria, Sweden, Finland, and 
Norway. The current EC president, Belgian Foreign 
Minister Willy Claes, will therefore call an additional 
ministerial meeting in November to ensure that the 
target date of | January 1995 for an enlargement of the 
EC by the four applicant countries, on which the 12 EC 
heads of state and chiefs of government agreed at the 
Copenhagen EC summit, can be met. 


All four applicant countries promised at the third min- 
isterial meeting with the EC in Luxembourg on 5 
October that they will do everything they can to help 
implement this target date. Nonetheless, Austrian For- 
eign Minister Alois Mock does not believe membership 
negotiations with Austria can be completed by the end of 
December. Mock predicted that in the upcoming “hot 
negotiation phase,” in which the “tougher issues” will be 
on the agenda, there will “certainly be major differences 
or interruptions.” 


According to Mock, “tough issues” include transit 
traffic, secondary residences, agriculture, regional 
policy, and environmental standards, as well as foreign 
and security policies that have so far not even been 
broached, and that Vienna has to adopt because it has 
already pledged that it will accept the Maastricht Treaty 
on European Union. 


Mock “appealed” to the EC Council of Ministers to 
agree on a transit traffic solution with Austria that would 
permit “fully maintaining the transit agreement, i.e. its 
ecological substance.” Even though Mock stressed that 
there can be “no change in the protective function of the 
transit agreement for man and nature,” he admitted 
“that the legal form and technical method should not 
become dogma, if only the implementation of the goal is 
guaranteed. There can be no going back.” 


Regarding the second moot point of the membership 
negotiations—ihe issue of second residences—Mock 
told his EC partners that Vienna rejects the approach 
suggested by the EC Commission. The EC authority 
intends to treat all four applicant countries equally. This 
is not possible because two-thirds of Austria's settlement 
area consists of the Alps. Salzburg Provincial Governor 
Hans Katschthaler, who took part in the meeting as 
chairman of the Provincial Governors’ Conference, said 
in Luxembourg that if the issue of second residences is 
not satisfactorily resolved in the membership negotia- 
tions, the provinces will establish their own rules in the 
framework of their regional development policy. 
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AU0610174793 Salzburg SALZBURGER 
NACHRICHTEN in German 6 Oct 93 p 2 


[Report by “i.b.”: “Parliamentarians Are Becoming 
Impatient} 


[Text] Vienna—Time is pressing. This 1s the main real- 
ization of the Austrian-EC parliamentary committee 
meeting, which ended in Vienna on 5 October, and 
which culminated in an “urgent appeal” to the negoti- 
ating team to speed up the talks. “Otherwise, the entry 
date of 1 January 1995 cannot be met,” said Peter 
Jankowitsch, Austrian co-chairman of the committee. 


His EC counterpart from the Netherlands, Alman Met- 
ten, mentioned | January 1994 as the latest date to 
conclude the negotiations. Then the European Parlia- 
ment could vote on the membership agreement before 
elections are held in June 1994—*“otherwise, it would be 
December 1994.” Jankowitsch added that Austria would 
have great interest in becoming an EC member by a vote 
of this parliament, “in which a majority is in favor of 
Austria.” 


Asked what reason the parliament might have to reject 
Austria’s membership in the Community, Metten said: 
“Institutional problems.” He said the fact is being 
increasingly criticized that basic changes can barely be 
adopted with the present 12 members—and would be 
totally impossible with 16 members. Jankowitsch said 
that Austria does not intend to obstruct the decision- 
making process within the EC, “we are no troublemak- 
ers.” 


Apart from the time factor, the two committee chairmen 
do not see any problems. There is at least “far-reaching 
agreement” on all open negotiation problems; therefore, 
it will be possible to conclude the negotiations on 
schedule. Jankowitsch and Metten dealt with the moot 
points of the membership talks in separate statements. 
Jankowitsch said that Austria wants to see the transit 
agreement clearly implemented. Metten said there is 
nothing to criticize about the goals of the agreement; 
there could at best be a discussion on the modalities. By 
the way, the Community was already discussing an 
“Ecological Point System” for all of Europe, he said. 


The European parliamentarian does not see any prob- 
lems for Austria's strict environmental standards: “The 
idea that Austria must downgrade its environmental 
laws is not at issue.” There will be transition periods of 
several years. When they end, the EC standards will 
presumably be equally strict because, among other 
things, the EC ecological lobby will be massively 
strengthened, since four countries with high ecological 
standards will then be members. 


Commenting on the touchy issue of second residences. 
Metten said that a solution must be found that makes the 
purchase of land “either equally possible or equally 
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impossible” for everyone. It is unacceptable that a 
person from Munich should not be permitted to buy a 
piece of land that a person from Vienna can buy. 


Fasslabend Meets With WEU, NATO Officials 


AU0610135193 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in 
German 6 Oct 93 p 4 


{Unattributed report: “Talks With WEU and NATO”) 


[Text] Defense Minister Werner Fasslabend is holding 
talks with leading officials of the Western European 
Union [WEU] and NATO on European security policy 
in Brussels on 6 and 7 October 1993. On the occasion of 
an official visit, Fasslabend will meet with Belgian 
Defense Minister Leo Delcroix and hold talks with WEU 
Secretary-General Willem van Eekelen and NATO 
Deputy Secretary- General Amadeo de Franchis. 


The talks will be focused on the security policy situation 
in Eastern, Central, and southeastern Europe. 


Study Predicts Brain Drain From East Europe 


AU0610145893 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in 
German 6 Oct 93 p 8 


{(Unattributed report: “Brain Drain From Eastern 
Europe™] 


[Text] The former member states of the Council For 
Mutual Economic Assistance [CEMA] will have to con- 
sider a drain of human capital to the West, a decrease in 
the flow of information from the West to the East, and an 
increase in foreign debt. 
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This is the pessimistic forecast on the development of 
the telecommunications and database sector in Eastern 
Europe that German communications expert Joerg 
Becker gave in a speech at the Institute for Higher 
Studies in Vienna on 4 October. 


Comparable to the brain drain of engineers and scientists 
from the Third World to industrial nations, top scientists 
and engineers from the Central and Eastern European 
countries will go to the rich West. Thus the East will lose 
its immense expertise and know-how, and its technical 
level will be weakened. 


Becker sees the flow of information between East and 
West drastically increasing, but the old pattern of imbal- 
ances seems to continue. Whereas the former CEMA 
States note increasing flows of information from the 
West, Western Europe has only little interest in imports 
from the East. The stream of information from West to 
East is above all decreasing wherever—on the back- 
ground of private economy structures—it can now only 
be sold for hard currency. The purchase of Western 
books by the Lenin Library in Moscow, for instance, is 
about to collapse. Regarding the area of specific techno- 
logical information for the former CSFR, one may 
assume that it buys a mere third of the information it 
obtained from abroad in 1990. 


The telecommunications sector in Eastern Europe can only 
be modernized with Western capital, because the countri’s 
concerned do not have money. Comparable modernization 
strategies in Third World countries have shown that this 
usually leads to an increase in foreign debt. 
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Belguim 


Former Intelligence Chief on Operations 
BR06 10143893 Groot-Bijgaarden DE STANDAARD in 
Dutch 2-3 Oct 93 p 11 


[Interview with former Intelligence Chief Albert Raes by 
Filip Verhoest, in Brussels; date not given: “The Man- 
darin Stands Up to His Minister”; first four paragraphs 
are DE STANDAARD introduction] 


[Text] It was not so much the far night's witch hunt 
against the National Security Service, as its independent 
attitude toward several ministers that cost Albert Raes, a 
61-year-old resident of Bruges, his job. Raes, who until 
June 1990 headed the Belgian intelligence service, was 
forced by Justice Minister Melchior Wathelet to relin- 
quish his post “in the interest of the service.” Last year, 
the Brussels Court of Appeal acquitted the former exec- 
utive director general of the Public Safety Administra- 
tion of all charges. Nevertheless, Wathelet refused to 
allow him to resume his duties in the intelligence service. 
Raes, who frequently compares his post with that of an, 
independent, mandarin in the China of old, went to the 
Council of State. Having maintained a resolute silence 
for more than 20 years, following the Council of State's 
ruling in his favor, Raes spoke for the first time to DE 
STANDAARD and responded to the various allegations 
made against both himself and the National Security 
Service during the 1980's. 


In the recently published French-language book entitled 
“State Security, History of Destabilization,” the franco- 
phone journalists Christian Carpentier and Frederic 
Moser allege that the various smears were intended to 
disrupt the National Security Service. The only thing 
which Raes could be accused of, according to the jour- 
nalists, was that he managed to withstand all the criti- 
cisms leveled against him and maintained a “haughty 
silence.” 


“I maintained my silence,” claims Raes now, “perhaps 
against my better judgment. However, it had nothing to do 
with haughtiness, merely with work ethics. Where would 
we be headed for if the head of our intelligence service 
could not keep his mouth shut? Moreover, it is clear where 
the responsibilities lie. The head of the intelligence service 
is answerable to the justice minister, who bears the polit- 
ical responsibility for its management.” 


According to Raes, accusations regarding the National 
Security Service and his colleagues were part of a smear 
campaign which was aimed at undermining the intelli- 
gence service. 

{Raes] A definite attempt was made by certain individ- 
uals to render the intelligence service impotent, since it 
was obstructing their activities. Such hindrance con- 
sisted of our ability to gather specific information and 
pass it on to whoever we wanted. 
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[Verhoest] Can you be a little more specific? Who was 
involved? 


[Races] Prominent figures from both the far nght and the 
far left, groups aimed at preventing democratic institu- 
tions from functioning smoothly. That much is clear 
from their agenda, the methods that they employ, and 
also from their past. 


[Verhoest] You were an casy target, precisely because 
you never reacted. 


[Raes] It is clear that shadowy figures from criminal 
circles had also understood this and that, by circulating 
all kinds of nonsense, they succeeded in hiding behind 
the broad back of the National Security Service, for a 
certain length of time anyway. Subsequently, the truth 
emerged, of course, but it gradually became the national 
sport to make accusations against the National Security 
Service. 

[Verhoest] Did these people succeed in clipping the 
wings of the intelligence service? 


[Raes] They definitely succeeded in slowing it down, in 
some areas of activity at least. For instance, | have 
always greatly regretted that strong slurs against us 
prevented the National Security Service from making 
progress regarding certain activities of the far right and 
meant that we were unable to work effectively. 


Victim 


[Verhoest] What was the background to your sudden 
dismissal in June 1990? Did you leave of your own free 
will? 


[Raes]} No, | was an unwilling volunteer, as it were. | was 
offered other duties or rather the prospect of other 
duties. And then the victim respectfully requested 
another position. Maybe I will even be given one some 
day. 


[Verhoest] How were your relations with the various 
successive justice ministers? 

[Raes] I served under many ministers. Of all those, there 
was only one who judged that my independen:e and 
objective approach might prove a nuisance. In my 
opinion, however, independence is ver; much called for 
when one is dealing with confidential information. 


[Verhoest] In his letter dated 3 September, Justice Min- 
ister Melchior Wathelet repeated that there could be no 
question of you resuming your earlier post. He referred 
to the “harsh criticisms” to which you were subjected in 
the 1980's. 


{Raes] In actual fact, the “harsh criticisms” are nothing 
more than slanderous accusations, for which not a shred 
of proof has ever been produced. These accusations 
included some very serious charges, which made me 
responsible for the arson attack on the far lefi, French- 
language magazine POUR and for the suicide of Paul 
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Latinus, the head of the [clandestine neo-Nazi group] 
WNP [Westland New Post], even though continually 
reopened legal proceedings demonstrated that i had 
been suicide, and nothing else. Criticisms also accused 
me of promoting the far left communist terror unit CCC 
[Units of Communist Combatants], while also being the 
godfather of the far nght WNP. I was supposedly the 
brain behind the so-called “Nivelles Gang.” “Arrest 
him,” shouted one attorney during a television debate. 


Allegedly for years I served as a mole for the KGB, the 
Soviet intelligence service, and last, but not least, I was 
supposedly the shadowy figure behind various sex cir- 
cuits [referred to in the press as “pink ballets”) serving 
prominent political and other figures. When the investi- 
gation was closed, at the very most there was talk of a 
“pink pas-de-deux,” which could not be followed up 
further. 


[Verhoest] It is also maintained that there was a lack of 
cooperation with the legal authorities. 


[Races] Never in my 20 years as head of the National 
Security Service did the successive attorneys-gencral 
make a single remark to me in this respect. They, and 
they alone, are best placed to judge such a matter. | 
would also refer to the spontaneous statement by the 
then chairman of the Nivelles Gang Committee (Andre 
Bourgeois, now federal minister of agriculture), namely: 
“We are not leveling criticism at the National Security 
Service. Experience shows that this service always 
endeavors to solve problems to the best of its ability.” 


Otherwise, I would quote from the book of the prophet 
Isaiah, chapter $0, verses 5 to 7: “...1 was not rebellious, 
neither turned away back. (...) Therefore have I set my 
face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed.” 


[Verhoest] The criticism was also made that the National 
Security Service made enquiries in parallel and withheld 
information from the court. What is your response to 
this? 


[Raes] It goes without saying that whenever a judicial 
enquiry is conducted the National Security Service 
refrains from making any enquiries of its own. We 
merely gather information during the course of such an 
enquiry, at the express request of the legal authorities, in 
order to help shed some light on the truth. That is all. So 
investigations in parallel are out of the question. 


Furthermore, if we are convinced that someone is on the 
verge of committing an offense, then the court will 
naturally be informed of this. We never fail to do this. 
Quite the contrary, for instance, when dangerous sus- 
pects (Beyer, Bouhouche, and Bultot, ed.) were about to 
pack their bags for Latin America, we expressly informed 
the relevant magistrates of this fact in writing. 


Hard Intelligence 


Suspicions, rumors, gossip, and the like are inadequate 
evidence in the eyes of the law. On the other hand, we do 
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not always have hard evidence. Moreover, it ts not our task 
to gather legally valid evidence. The legal authorities have 
specific instruments at their disposal for precisely this 
purpose, ¢.g.. search wi rants, sequestration orders, etc. 


However, if we obtain hard intelligence from reliabie 
sources which check out and are found to be reliable by 
the research department, then 11 is our duty to enlighten 
the court accordingly. 


[Verhoest] After all these years it still remains unclear 
why your colleague, Christian Sets, tried to infiltrate the 
neo-Nazi organization WNP. He was so closely involved 
in their activities that he has been suspected of sympa- 
thizing with the far right. 


[Races] To my mind, there are absolutely no doubts as to 
his motives. And although Police Commissioner Smets 
was an excellent intelligence agent, it must be made clear 
that | never ordered or gave my approval for any 
extensive infiltration involving participation in any 
meeting of masked members. Smets was driven by the 
instinct of a hunting dog chasing his quarry from far 
behind, even though the hunter found the stream too 
deep. It involved a bold investigation which, I concede, 
was capable of resulting in chaos. However, I myself 
never doubted his integrity. 


[Verhoest] What is your view of the so-called “Nivelles 
Gang”? 


[Raes] It would be conceited of me to present my opinion 
in this connection as being a vision. More to the point, 
what do we mean by the “Nivelles Gang?” It is my belief 
that various groups of malefactors were active over the 
four or five years in question. 


[Verhoest] So you claim that there were gangs, in the 
plural? 


[Raes] Several groups, yes. Just because the bullets are of 
the same caliber does not mean to say that the same gang 
was involved. It is also food for thought that the victims 
were frequently in and around department stores, i.c.. 
where large sums of money were to be found. As soon as 
the possibility of political motives was invoked, the 
National Security Service investigated, but turned up 
nothing, just like all the other authorities. | think that it 
is much more likely that we were dealing with common 
criminals, and, what is more, foreign, rather than Belgian 
miscreants. 


[Verhoest] What is your view on the Cools affair [former 
Balloon socialist leader shot dead in 1991]? 


[{Raes] For the time being that must remain a secret, for 
I was questioned on that issue by Examining Magistrate 
Veronique Ancia, and, as you well know, in Belgium 
judicial enquiries are secret. 
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[Verhoest] One of the recommendations of the Nivelles 
Gang Committee was to subject the National Security 
Service to greater parliamentary control. Are you in 
favor of this? 


[Raes] Even before the committee of enquiry formulated 
the recommendation, I myself suggested that some form 
of parliamentary supervision be imposed on the intelli- 
gence service, along the lines of the system used in some 
other countnes. May I also point out that the service has 
always been subject to administrative supervision, 
namely by the Audit Office, the Finance Inspectorate, 
the secretary general of the department, the minister of 
yustice, and the hierarchy of the service itself. However, 
| understand that the intention is to have a limited 
parliamentary committee supervising the National Secu- 
rity Service in some way, as is the case in the Nether- 
lands and Germany. Apparently, a system of this kind 
works relatively well in other countries. 


[Verhoest] In the meantime, a Standing Supervisory 
Committee, comprising political party officials has been 
set up to monitor the intelligence service. 


[Raes] That commitice seems to me to be merely an 
emanation of Parliament, not a parliamentary supervi- 
sory committee. It has its own department of enquiry. 
We must see whether that works in practice. 


[Verhoest] Yet it is not a select group of members of 
parliament? 


[Raes] It does indeed appear to be rather comprehensive. 


[Verhoest] What if the supervisory committee leaks the 
identity of informants? 


[Races] Then the damage to the further working of the 
service cannot be overlooked. However I will cross that 
bridge when | come to it. 


[Verhoest] And the committee has the task of monitoring 
the monitors, and ascertaining whether or not the 
National Security Service is operating within the law? 


[Raes] The National Security Service cannot operate 
other than within the limitations of the law. In all 22 
years during which | was in charge of the intelligence 
service, not one of my colleagues was ever convicted of 
any misdemeanor committed while belonging to or 
acting in connection with the service. If you ask me, 
there are few governments, and then only those with a 
really neuralgic service, that can claim such a distin- 
guished record. 


Firm Grasp 


[Verhoest] The minister has highly specific plans to 
reform the Public Safety Administration, get rid of your 
post as executive director general, and appoint a provi- 
sional head of the National Security Service. Do the 
politicians intend to keep the intelligence service firmly 
in their grasp? 
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[Raes} | would like to tell you what my views are on that, 
but I cannot, being prevented from doing so by the Royal 
Decree of 22 November 1992 on the disclosure of 
administrative procedures. This decree gives civil ser- 
vants the right to speak instead of obliging them to 
remain silent, but makes exceptions for situations that 
could endanger public order, national security, the pri- 
vacy of third parties, public finances, or the preparation 
of government decisions. The latter applies here. 


[Verhoest] Could you still return to your old post? 


[Races] There are doubts about that, and yet | am 
expressly requesting just that. It is a matter of principle. 
As a servant of the realm I have the right, and as an 
employee of the Ministry of Justice I have the duty, to 
demand the application of laws and regulations. 


[Verhoest] Have you ever made a will containing reve- 
lations in the event of something happening to you? 


{Raes] In Bruges, where i live, there are 345 churches in 
all. One of these conceals some facts worth knowing, but 
no spectacular disclosures. One copy is intended for my 
attorney. This also contains a farewell letter, that I wrote 
in June 1990 to my foreign correspondents and closest 
colleagues. The text of this letter is as follows: “After 
years of fighting, returning after a quest lasting months, 
with ambushes laid by roaming mercenaries and even by 
former companions-in-arms, the small troupe rode back 
toward its home front. They were only the faithful few. 
Many had been lost, or killed, on the way. Others had 
deserted. Two of them were performing their skills as 
clowns at fairs. The whole undertaking had become 
risky, and not one of those gathered around its head had 
escaped major injuries. Suddenly they spied a village on 
the horizon, the last stretch before the mountain pass 
and possible rescue. Would it be a warm welcome or a 
final trap? Hand-to-hand combat with uncertain chances 
of success? Along the way there were cypress trees, 
symbols of death, and two almond trees in hopeful 
blossom. Their leader reached the decision that there 
was no alternative but to pass through the village. 
Without a word they followed him.” 


The tough impression always made by Albert Raes 
softens for a moment. He becomes quiet, glances ahead 
with a slightly unreal expression on his face, and says: 
“Sometimes the whole business gets on top of me.” 


National Security Service Prevented Four Bloody 
Terrorist Attacks 


Does a small intelligence service with limited means, like 
the Belgian one, serve any use in a world shaped by the 
American CIA, Russian KGB, Isracli Mossad, and French 
DGSE [General Directorate of Foreign Security]? “But of 
course,” replies Albert Raes, referring to the four terrorist 
attacks thwarted by the National Security Service, and the 
tally of roughly 50 spies that it has exposed. 
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Traditionally, the job facing an intelligence service is to 
unmask spies (counterespionage), prevent terrorist 
attacks (antiterrorism), and keep tabs on so-called “sub- 
versive™ groups. 


[Raes] Moreover, our job consists of jomming with our 
alles to prevent too many secrets being stolen by services 
which have an interest in obtaining them. Here | am 
thinking not only of military, but also economic, polit- 
ical, financial, and industrial secrets. 


Furthermore, there are some things in our country that 
are best not told to anyone. For instance, it is unpleasant 
for our government to find out that a senior official in 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has been passing on 
information to both the Romanian and Soviet Russian 
secret services about the position of our country in 
delicate negotiaticns regarding the EC. That is embar- 
rassing for Belgium. 


When I look back at what our service has achieved over 
the last two decades, I note that we succeeded in neu- 
tralizing roughly 50 intelligence officers, together with 
their contacts and networks. These included highly qual- 
ified and effective intelligence officers, ¢.g.. the general 
in the former East German air force who caus d great 
damage in France, the Netherlands, and Belgium on 
behalf of the Stasi. 


[Verhoest] So you succeeded in unmasking 50 spies? 


[Races] We prefer the term “intelligence officers.” Our 
service has also done itself proud in the fight against 
terrorism. The activities of the CCC were brought to a 
halt primarily by the National Security Service and a few 
shrewd officers from the judicial police force in Namur. 


We also played a role in exposing further incidents 
planned by Irish, Spanish, French, and even Japanese 
terrorist networks. Finally, and this was probably the 
most difficult assignment of all, we managed to thwart 
four bloody terrorist attacks in Belgium. At least one of 
these would have cost dozens of lives. 


[ Verhoest] How did you track down the CCC? 


[Races] We had already suspected for some time that we 
should be looking in certain circles. However, we were 
dealing with a small number of highly disciplined, fanat- 
ical, and committed individuals. They nonetheless suc- 
ceeded in remaining under cover for 14 months. That is 
a short period of time compared with experience in other 
countries. 


Subversive 


[Verhoest] What constitutes a subversive group in the 
eyes of the National Security Service? 


[Races] Sometimes we have to deal with concepts that 
seem vague. However, we cannot set aside a day to look 
into them any further. The rule of thumb is quite simple. 
Any movement that attempts to endanger the smooth 
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functioning of democratic institutions by resorting to 
illegal means 1s considered subversive. 


Let me give you an example. A few years ago, when the 
{extreme right-wing] Flemish Bluc let loose its trouble- 
makers on the streets instead of sticking to arguments 
presented in parliament, they were shadowed by the 
intelligence service. Nevertheless, | encountered opposi- 
tion from on high. I endured abusive, discourteous, and 
arrogant reprimands from some quarters, individuals 
who had to eat their words following the elections held 
on 24 November 1991. And suddenly all went quiet. 
overnight. 


[Verhoest] In other words, turning things around, dem- 
ocratically functioning organizations are of no interest to 
the National Security Service? 


[Raes] No, they are of no interest to us whatsoever. 


{Verhoest] Does the National Security Service also keep 
files on members of Parliament? 


{Raesj All the files kept by the National Security Service 
are of a political nature, but no files are kept specifically 
on political mandataries. The situation is slightly dif- 
ferent for people whc attzact the attention of the security 
forces and subsequently obtain a political mandate. Only 
the minister of justice and the prime minister have 
access to documents of that nature. and nobody else in 
the government. 


Budget Minister on Social Pact, Austerity 


BROS 10152693 Brussels KNACK in Dutch 29 Sep-5 Oct 
93 pp 12-14, 17 


{Interview with Budget Minister Herman Van Rompuy by 
Rik Van Cauwelaert; date and place not given: “Eye for 
Figures”; first two paragraphs are KNACK introduction] 


[Text] Herman Van Rompuy has now been Belgium's 
budget minister for three weeks. The following interview 
covers the state figures and the impending social pact. 
and an evaluation of his chairmanship of the CVP 
[Flemish Christian People’s Party]. 


The stakes in the game being played by the Jean-Luc 
Dehaene government are high indeed. Afier all, if the 
plan misfires, 11 will mean not only the end of the present 
coalition, but probably early elections also. with a 
blurred monetary and economic situation as a result. In 
this respect, the statement by Belgian National Bank 
Governor Alfons Verplacise, a few weeks ago. was not in 
the least exaggerated, even though it came at a particu- 
larly bad time. For that reason, the government appears 
absolutely determined to make its plan succeed. “If we 
must, then we ourselves will assume responsibility.” said 
the new Budgct Minister Herman Van Rompuy (CVP). 
who spoke with KNACK. 
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[Van Cauwelaert] At the end of the summer the social 
pact suddenly became the central topic of conversation, 
as if by general consensus. How did the government get 
into such a situation? 


[Van Rompuy] The idea grew in Jean-Luc Dehaene’s mind 
after the G-7 summit in Tokyo and in light of the analysis 
made by European Commission President Jacques Delors. 
His analysis resurrected the topic of “Eurosclerosis” and 
raised the question of whether the eccones*:: and social 
structures in Europe were still flexible enough to be able to 
face up to U.S. and Japanese competition. Is our system 
itself not too sclerotic for us to be able to answer that 
question? Are we not losing tremendous employment 
opportunities because our way of financing social security 
discourages labor and recruitment? 


Such was the climate in which the idea that we need a 
new social pact grew in Mr. Dehaene’s mind. Certain 
domestic factors also played a role. We had agree. with 
the chairmen of the parties forming the government 
majority to adopt merely a technical budget in the 
summer, and not to make any mayor political decisions. 
We had just implemented an operation worth | 13 billion 
Belgian francs [BFr]. However, during the summer, the 
economic situation deteriorated, and it became clear 
that additional, incisive measures had to be taken, 
especially with respect to social security. 


At the time, I also said that at the end of September we 
would be receiving the Central Business Council report 
on the competitiveness of Belgian companies. My 
impression back then was that a package of three mea- 
sures was required to boost competitiveness: j}o°: “ppor- 
tunities, (he reduction of labor costs, and the restevation 
of some kind of balance in the area of social security. 


[Van Cauwelaert] Why was it believed back then that the 
time was ripe to initiate such a conference? 


[Van Rompuy] | do not know whether the time is ripe or 
not. The English philosophe: Jeremy Bentham once said: 
The less ripe the time, the more we have to do to make 
it ripe. Accordingly, we do not intend to wait passively. 
Everyone must awake to the fact that our social and 
economic: structures must be subjected to some kind of 
shock therapy in order to enable us to maintain the 
system underlying both these very structures and the 
market economy. If we continue to amass social security 
deficrts and uphold rigid labor practices, then we will 
soon be heading for a breakdown. Moreover, the opera- 
tion has a pedagogical aspect, for trying to meet the 
challenge generates its own dynamics. 


{Van Cauwelaert] What you are saying, then, is that 
things cannot go on as they are. Have you done your 
arithmetic in the meantime? How do the figures look? 


[Van Rompuy] The problem is not one of inflation 
because our level of inflation is lower than that in other 
European countries. Nor is it due to a balance of foreign 
deficit payments, for we in fact have a surplus. Our 
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probiem, paradoxically enough, 1s that we are left sitting 
with an excessively high debt mountain. This makes us 
fact that our deficit is close to the European average. has 
meant that we could not stop the snowball effect. As a 
result, every year the notorious interest charges pop up 
again, preventing us from financing other expenditure or 
lowering taxes. 


Stopping the snowballing interest charges remains prob- 
lematic. Today, it has just been stopped at a deficit of 4.5 
percent, but that figure changes from year to year. Last 
year we were two points higher than that, at 6.9 percent. 
We will have to wait for this year's figures. So far there 
have been no lapses, and that. in a year marked by a deep 
economic crisis, is a success in itself. However, since 
1945 we have only experienced negate growth three 
times: in 1975, in 1981, and now in 1993. Next year, 
whatever happens, we must perform much better, with 
positive growth on the horizon. 


[Van Cauwelaert] Is another reason why the social pact is 
so urgently necessary because Belgium will have serious 
refinancing requirements in 1994” It 1s said that between 
BFri ,000 and BFr!.300 billion in new moncy will have 
to be found on the capital market to cover medium and 


long-term debts. 


[Van Rompuy] In 1993, we will have to spend roughly 
BFr850 billion on loan redemptions and repayments. 
That constitutes a tremendous dependency on the cap- 
ital market. The loans taken on in the past mean that this 
relationship will continue to be highly intensive in the 
years to come. However, that is not really the major 
problem. 


[Van Cauwelaert] If you can produce better results, will 
that have an effect on interest rates? 


[Van Rompuy] The greater the confidence, the lower the 
interest rates. This became clear at the time of the crisis 
in March and April. when interest rates immediately 
went up by more than one point. Then, following the 
operation worth BFri 13 billion, interest rates suddenly 
dropped back to the previous level. | assume that the 
high level of short-term interest rates will only be tem- 
porary. Once the markets are convinced that we have 
taken the appropriate measures, interest rates will go 
down as if of their own accord. Consequently, it is our 
business to make clear to the markets how serious our 
commitment is, especially with regard to competitive- 
ness and the restoration of the balance in the social 
security sector. The employment situation is less impor- 
tant for the markets, but socially speaking it is of major 
significance for Belgium. 

[Van Cauwelaert] Are these the lines along which the 
socia! conference will move? 


[Van Rompuy] It would be a mistake to restrict ourselves 
to our Competitiveness and employment, and to post- 
pone social security to later. Specific measures have to be 
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taken at all three levels simultancously. The markets 
must quite clearly understand that we mean business. 


[Van Cauwelaert] Someone recently said that the social 
conference, in typical Dehaene style, vill already have 
begun before we realize that one is under way. 


[Van Rompuy] Talks are already under way. So there 
will be no solemn exchange of contrasting views, with the 
parties concerned fighting it out in public. That 1s not the 
appropriate manner in which to work. Talks are being 
held. and there will come a time when decisions will have 
to be made. The choice of that moment lies ultimately 
with the government. We need as broad a social con- 
sensus as possible, but the key moments will be up to the 
politicians, the government, and Parliament. It 1s they 
who will have to make the decisions. 


[Van Cauwelaert] Will the conference include the ava- 
lanche of memoranda, proposals, and suggestions of all 
kinds with which we are currently being bombarded or is 
this merely the smoke screen behind which things are 
happening” 


[Van Rompuy] Everyone feels called upon to express 
their opinion. Whether this actually helps us to make 
progress is another question. Certainly, not all the feelers 
currently being put out are there for purely tactical 
reasons, they also have something to do with improvisa- 
tion and the scramble for media exposure. All of these 
aspects play a role. However, this is inevitable with such 
a mayor social discussion. 


[Van Cauwelaert] To begin with, everyone seemed to be 
thinking of one major of our social system. There 
seemed to be something noble about the appeal made by 
King Albert Il, shortly after being sworn in. Now, 
however, it increasingly seems to represent merely a 
large-scale cost-cutting operation, aimed at eliminating 
the BFr5S0 billion social security deficit. Was that always 
the intention? 


[Van Rompuy] Employers are primarily interested in 
enhancing the competitiveness of their companies. The 
trade unions attach importance to everything concerned 
with employment. Ultimately, it is left up to politicians to 
come up with proposals aimed at restoring balance to our 
social security system. The great danger is that all our 
thoughts will be focused on employment and competitive- 
ness, and that the issue of social security, which is of 
central importance, will be neglected. This must not be 
allowed to happen. However, that is probably the most 
difficult aspect, for in dealing with it we will have to 
interfere with a number of mechanisms which have been 
allowed to remain untouched for years, not only by the 
present government, but also by previous governments. 
[Van Cauwelaert] Abo . all, the search is on for other 
means of financing social security. What possibilities do 
you see in this respect? 


[Van Rompuy] The most appropriate measure would be 
one implemented at European level. | argued in favor of 
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this when | was chairman of the CVP. The income from 
the European CO2 tax could be used to bring wage costs 
down. This idea 1s still very much alive in certaim circles, 
and there 1s quite a broad consensus on that, al least 
among people who have nothing to do with dema- 
gogucry. This was the most fruitful idea, which also 
represented a package worth BFr!00 bilhon. However, 
the European plans were blown off course by the British. 
Now, in Belgium, we must autonomously create the 
scope for an alternative. Of course, social burdens 
cannot be reheved without budgetary compensation. If 
you intend to compensate for that by decreasing expen- 
diture, then you will subsequently end up with a major 
hole regarding social secuity, which will somehow have 
to be filled in. It seem: rediculous to me to reduce 
expenditure before rescoring the balance to the social 
security sysiem while at the same time reducing the 
burden on employers. 


[Van Cauwelacri] Al present, everyone 1s coming up with 
their blueprint: trade unions, employers, the Central 
Business Council, and soon also the working group 
chaired by Mr. Verplactse. What joy does the govern- 
ment derive from this” 


[Van Rompuy] For the government, the report drafted 
by the Verplactse working group. which will be sub- 
mitted at the cnd of September, will be the most impor- 
tant. The working group is keeping tabs on all income 
and expenditure related to Belgium's competitiveness, 
employment, the reduction of labor costs, and the resto- 
ration of balance in the social security system. Perhaps it 
will also even propose solutions in some respects. In any 
case. the working group will determine the objectives 
that we will have to achieve. 


[Van Cauwelaert} In the meantime you are left with the 
various interest groups. which evidently seem out to tear 
down cach other's taboos as quickly as possible. 


[Van Rompuy] It is normal for everyone to defend their 
basic point of view. However, after the appeal by the 
king. al’ the social partners solemnly believed that they 
should strive for a social pact. They know that nothing 
will come of that proraise if they stay encamped in their 
positions. It 1s not possible to subscribe to the king's 
appeal while at the same time insisting on one’s absolute 
right. If an agreement comes about, then it will be one in 
which everyone sees their views represented. 


{Van Cauwelaert] Many employers want to abolish the 
minimum wage. Do you sympathize with them? 


{Van Rompuy] It has never been our intention to touch 
the minimum wage. Wages are negotiated. And inciden- 
tally, doing so would result in an even greater social 
exclusion of certain groups. What must come down are the 
employers’ costs associated with the minimum wage. If we 
can make recruitment more attractive by lowering these 
costs, without employees actually having to surrender any 
of their wage, then we must go ahead and do so. 
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[Van Cauwelaert] Was the statement on the index made 
by PS [Walloon Socialist Party] Chairman Philippe 
Busquin a liberating signal? 


[Van Rompuy] In ary event, it was a form of realism. If 
an increase in indirect taxation via the cost of living 
index mechanism is followed by a wage increase, then 
compe‘itiveness and profitability will once again suffer, 
thus generating further unemployment. 


In actual fact this would be like passing on the bill to 
someone else, and it would be a pernicious use of 
index-linking. Everyone is agreed that some of the con- 
tents will have to be removed from the index basket. If 
Busquin says that he can conceive of something like this 
applying to various products, then this indicates a cer- 
tain degree of economic realism. 


[Van Cauwelaert] This may well be the case, but the bill 
will still weigh hvavily on employees. 


[Van Rompuy] Not just on them. However, it would be 
a lie to claim, as the opposition is doing, that it would be 
entirely painless. The operation carried out by the Chris- 
tran Democratic-Socialist cabiaet in the Netherlands was 
equivalent to a 2-percent loss of purchasing power. 
However, this very loss serves a purpose by boosting the 
_ of employment and restructuring the country’s 
inances. 


[Van Cauwelaert] is it so very certain that more jobs will 
be generated as a result? Industry has prepared specifi- 
cally for a reduction in wage costs, in other words the 
elimination of employees. 


[Van Rmpuy] A higher level of employment is just one 
of our objectives, but a whole series of studies have 
actually indicated that the greatest effect will not be felt 
in industry, which is facing formidable changes as a 
result of technological innovation and competition from 
low-pay countries, but rather in the services sector. We 
have made insufficient use of available employment 
possibilities by recruiting unskilled workers and redis- 
tributing work, among other things because the labor 
factor is so expensive. However it was unforgivable of us 
to organize a system, even in this sector, that proved so 
destructive in terms of employment. However, there are 
sectors in industry where competitiveness must be dealt 
with in such a way as to reduce the amount of jobs lost to 
an absolute minimum. 


[Van Cauwelaert] You are a notorious skeptic. Do you 
now believe that the negotiations on the social pact will 
run smoothly? 


[Van Rompuy] In any case, I believe that if the talks 
concerning the pact fail despite all our efforts, then the 
government itself will have to draw its own conclusions. 


{Van Cauwelaert] The prime minister has already let it 
be known that changes will have to be made to existing 
labor agreements. 
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[Van Rompuy] I Co not wish to open that debate now, 
apart from saying that a form of wage moderation will 
materialize, either in the form of changes using the index 
mechanism or in terms of collective agreements. That 
much is clear. 


[Van Cauwelacrt] Most probably. you will not wish to 
reopen the debate on the language Communities. And yet 
there are those who believe that this will be inevitabie, 
¢g. in the context of moncy transfers from Flanders to 
Wallonia. 


[Van Rompuy] There is a distinction between institu- 
tional intervention and intervention which 1s intended 
to effectively cradicate unjust differences apparent 
under the present system. It was the latter respect that 
the government applied when committing itself to the St. 
Michel accord [creating a federal Belgium]. We cannot 
go back on this. The question 1s whether or not we should 
raise the problem concerning the federalization of social 
security today. My answer to that 1s “no.” Otherwise we 
might as well say that we do not want a social pact. 


[Van Cauwelaert} To what extent must the regional 
governments be involved in the negotiations” 


[Van Rompuy] Whatever happens, they must be 
involved in the talks on employment. Incidentally, the 
Flemish Government has already concluded an agree- 
ment with the VEV [Flemish Economic Association] and 
the trade unions on a job creation plan. In order to make 
the whole package of austerity measures and restruc- 
turing measures socially acceptable, we need an addi- 
tional shot in the arm. The regions are well-placed to 
take initiatives. 


Van Cauwelaert} So although we do not yet know what 

they will take, new taxes are on the way. No doubt 
you remember the applause that Willy Buys, now press 
chief of CVP Chairman Van Hecke. earned at the most 
recent CVP congress when he exclaimed that the time 
had come to stop continually levying new taxes. 


[Van Rompuy] I know precisely what the CVP voted to 
do at the time. I myself wrote the sentence, which the 
prime minister subsequently adopted, stating that what- 
ever measures were adopted they must not lead to a 
global increase in fiscal and parafiscal pressure. with the 
exception of those measures aimed at combating fraud. 
Other texts from the congress make mention of the CO2 
tax and the reduction of the burden on employers. So the 
idea of a shift is enshrined in these CVP texts. That is an 


important fact. 


[Van Cauwelaert] Three weeks ago. you relinquished the 
chairmanship of your party to become budget minister. 
Former Belgian Prime Minister Wilfried Martens now 
says that your chairmanship was a failure. How do you 
assess your chairmanship” 
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[Van Rompuy] | remember what Marnix Gusen 
[Flemish author] once said about someone: “I never 
encountered smaliness in the man.” Some peopic would 
be well-advised to chew on thal sentiment before rssuing 
their own statements. Having said that, at the end of 
September 1991 the CVP had 29 percent in the polls. For 
a month, however, I had made no statements about the 
arms issuc. Anyone who 1s aware of the distinction 
hetween polls and cliection results will know that we 
should really have gained more than 30) percent of the 
vote on that occasion. However, the fatal weekend of 29 
September ended up gencrating a dramatic result. If we 
had achieved more than 30 percent at the tome. then my 
first three years as chairman would most likely be 
discussed in a different light. During the first year. | won 
years of successes and setbacks. 


Elections are not won by chairmen, and certainly not by 
the chairmen of partics in government. Elections are 
won by virtue of the quality of the policies implemented. 


[Van Cauwelacri] In the meantime, the CVP 1s scoring 
low in the polls. Will the social pact inevitably provide 
an important boost” 


[Van Rompuy] The clectorate will judge us on the basis 
of the results. If we achieve positive results, as with the 
St. Michel accord and the budget. then that will be 
reflected in the clection results. As time goes by, the 
liberal opposition will also be challenged, and voters will 
see what alternative i really has to offer. It will then 
become apparent how tremendous a burden the VLD 
[Flemish Liberals and Democrats] is imposing on the 
most vulnerable sectors of society, and that it 1s striving 
for a society which 1s totally incompatible with what we 
have built up since the war. Furthermore, it will become 
clear that no single party can gain an absolute majority 
here, not in Flanders and not in Belgium. When | read 
about how things were last time when the liberals and 
socialists clashed during the negotiations to form a 
government, then | wonder who 1s threatening whom on 
this occasion. Back then, Verhofstadt and Spitacis were 
certainly not busily implementing the VLD's “Citizens 
Manifesto.” The citizens will probably be quick to note 
how the prime ministerial ambitions of some politicians 
take precedence over everything else. 


1 am not a pessimist. Certainly not if we continue the 
operation of renewal, both in the party, implementing 
what the congress adopted, and on the personal level. 
New faces were something that | expressly wanted. | said 
to the prime minister: | can now join the government, 
which I had been unable to do a few months previously, 
since I did not want to awaken the impression of 
deserting the cause. I then suggested the procedure to 
him that ultimately led to the election of Johan Van 
Hecke. That operation ran without a hitch. The approval 
of Herman Candries’ [former People’s Union member] 
CVP membership reinforced the image that the CVP isa 
party that people join, rather than flee from. Not a singic 
CVP mandatary has lefi the party. 
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The major task facing us 1s to build the Christian 
Demociats ito a large. stable center party. a party 
occupying the middle ground. Meanwhile. the VLD has 
opted for a hard. nght-wing approach. Recently. the 
jextreme mght-wing] Fiemish Bloc congratulated the 
VLD on adopting its views vis-a-vis asylum seckers. For 
the VLD has a straicgy. and I believe that the publec has 
a mght to know this, that if the upcoming clectrons end 
victory for that party and  fasls. as ut did at the end of 
1991. to succeed mm sctting up a government with Ver- 
hofstadt as prime minister, then i vill uemmediately arm 
for fresh clections, in the hope of gaiming a greater 
mandate from the clectoratc. The fact that the country 
would then be in ruins and thal tensions between the 
language communitics would flare up again 1s of no 
importance. Just as long as the VLD comes to power, as 
Jaak Gabricis has already said on public. Anyone stecring 
a course such as that 1s heading directly for chaos 


[Van Cauwelacri] Looking back, do you not feel forced 
to conclude that a great many blunders have been made 
in the past” 


[Van Rompuy] Crucial years have deen lost. The 
problem with our public finances has not been consis- 
tently tackled by any post-war government. In 1974, we 
were already in a debi situation that was considerubly 
worse than anywhere cise in Europe. The way we coped 
with the first oi crisis under the Leburton government 
was dramatic. A second major crror was made at the end 
of the 1970's and beginning of the 1980's, when the 
whole of Europe. the United States, and everyone cise 
took action while we blundered around in our imstitu- 
tional quagmire. 


[Van Cauwelaert} Unlike others. you are not placing the 
blame on Wilfried Martens. 


[Van Rompuy] | do not pass judgments on people. That 
is something that | leave to others, who scem to enjoy 
spending their time domg just that. The root of the 
problem lies elsewhere. The country was managed well 
during the 1980's. It ts just that a mistake was made 
toward *he end of that period when the emphasis was 
prematurely placed on fiscal reform. Ironically enough. 
it was I who had to implement this when | was secretary 
of state for finance, even though | was opposed to ut. We 
endeavored to offset the loss by making some items no 
longer tax-deductible, and by raring indirect taxation. 
However, there had already been the so-called Grootjans 
Law in 1985, which also contained all kinds of tax 
decreases, and for which there was no cover whatsoever. 
Calculations have shown that if we had retamed the 
financial and parafiscal burden of 1986-87, then we 
would now be close to complying with the standard 
imposed by the Maasiricht Treaty. We were too quick to 
cave im to populism. 











Netherlands 


Lubbers Denies EC Commission Presidency 
Ambitions 


BRO410161793 Amsterdam DE VOLKSKRANT in 
Dutch 2 Oct 93 p 3 


[Unattributed article: “Lubbers Says That He Does Not 
Seck Delors’ Job” ] 


[Text] The Hague - Prime Minister Ruud Lubbers has 
forcefully denied that he is a candidate to succeed 
French Socialist Jacques Delors as president of the 
European Commission. At his weekly press conference. 
the prime minrster said that his alleged candidacy for the 
position, which will come free in mid-1994, was based 


on a “misconception.” 


Well-informed sources add that Lubbers has found himself 
in a very difficult position, where everything is explained 
as the price of his candidacy for the Commission position. 
Yesterday the prime minister said that this was “demean- 
ing, bad, as if somebody was doing some dirty business”. 
In particular, Lubbers said that the link between his 
personal position and the contested location of verious 
European institutions was “a ridiculous point.” 


October], after a delegation of MP's returned from the 
former Yugoslavia. 


The group visited Netherland units, which form part of 
the UN force. Van Traa said that the delegation had seen 
how difficult it will be in practice to respect an agree- 
ment. “I have always been at the forefront in calling for 


monitor the implementation of a peace agreement,” he 
said. 


Delegation president Blauw of the VVD [People's Party 
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clear away these patches using violence,” he added. 
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[By Charles Miller, PRESS ASSOCIAT ‘ON defense cor- 
respondent] 


[Text] Fears were growing tonight that China's decision 
to test a nuclear weapon could destroy tentative hopes of 
a gi-dal test ban. Within hours of a Chinese announce- 
ment, President Clinton directed the U.S. energy depart- 
ment to prepare for a possible resumption of under- 


nese test in an underground shaft registered 5.8 


Written by Dr Shaun Gregory for the Bradford Univer- 
sity School of Peace Studies, the study highlighted the 
French decision to set up a seven-man team in July to 
assess whether the moratorium was adversly affecting 
nuclear arms. And Defence Minister Francois Leotard 
announced last month that, if the team reported any 
threat to the French nuclear arsenal from the morato- 
rum, teving would be resumed “whatever the intcrna- 
ronal vituation” 


Governor Patt«« on Situation in Hong Kong 


LDO7 10104893 London BBC Television Network in 
English 1200 GMT 6 Oct 93 


{Interview with Chris Patten, Britssh governor to Hong 
Kong by correspondent John Tusa, Tusa in London 
studio and Patten in Hong Kong, from the “One O'Clock 
News” program-—tive] 


[Text] [Tuse] Mr. Patten, it sounds as if you are under 
enormous pressure from all sides. a) you sense that 
support is ebbing for your democratic proposals in Hong 
Kong’ 

[Patten] No, I think that over the last year support has 
been very solid for trying to pul in place arrangements 


[Tusa] The opinion polls are saying they would rather 
have good relations with China than advance on local 
democracy, now that surely is a very worrying turn in the 
tide of Hong Kong opinion” 


{Patten} No, | think what the polls have shown consis- 
tently is that people want three things, first of all they 
greater share in determining their own 
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[Tusa] There are only weeks to go. Does thal mean that 
you actually have a deadline for when you go m alone 
penciled in your diary” 


[Patten] Well, | have deliberately tried to avoid circling 
dates in the calender in public, because I do not think 1 
1s very helpful to negotiate im thal sort way, but mt 1s the 
case that sooaer rather than later, if we do >ot reach an 
agreement wnh China mm the talks. we will have to go 
ahead and make arrangements with the Legislative 
Council as best we can because i takes quite a bit of time 
for leg:slation and other admunrstiative decrssons. 


[Tusa] F.nal thought, wouldn't you rather be im Bla-<- 
pool” 


[Patten] Even though I was born in Blackpool, my 
enthusiasm for Hong Kong at the moment 1s so vast that 
I would not hke to give up the beautiful weather here for 
what i 1s like in Blackpool at the moment. 


[Tusa] Chris Patten, thank you very much. 
[Patten] Thank you very much. 


Rifkind on Russian, British Strategic Forces 


LDOS 10160893 Londor BBC Television Network in 
English 0600 GMT OS Oct 93 
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[Witchell] Well indeed, it is surely deeply worrying that 
there 1s such a degree of instability in a power that has so 


many nuclear weapons. 
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[Witchell] But you're not having second thoughts about 


any of the cuts that you are institut) ‘¢ in this country, 
particularly in the Army” 
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that is a lot of money for the Treasury, and I'm sure they 
will be as grateful as ever. [passage omitted] 


Hurd on Yeltsin's Position in Russia 


LD0610162093 London ITV Television Network in 
English 1800 GMT 05 Oct 93 


Text} [Snow] | have been talking to Foreign Secretary 
Hurd, here in Blackpool, and | began by asking 
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him whether he was worried that President Yeltsin might 
take his emergency measures too far, and turn his 
position into that of an elected Tsar? 


{Hurd} There is a state of emergency I do not think 
anyone can doubt that state of emergency is justified, 
emergency means, emergency powers, while that state 
continues, but | am clear that both the instincts and 
interests of Boris Yeltsin are in favor of moving forward 
toward a democratic parliament, the last one was not 
fully democratic, democratic parliament and a market 
economy, and that is the basis on which of course we 
continue to support him. 


[Snow] Well do you have any sense of timetable, does the 
West have any sense of timetable, or what is in a sense is 
permissible, in terms of denial of rights, of opposition 
expression for example particularly in the run-up to 
these stated elections? 


[Hurd] I do not think it for us sitting in Western 
television studios to say when a state of emergency in 
Russia or Moscow should be brought to an end, he has to 
judge that, but he has to judge that knowing that the 
wishes of his friends outside, the wishes of his supporters 
inside Russia is to get back as soon as possible to, to 
reforms to moving both politically and economically in 
the direction he set. 


[Snow] But I go back to this central question, a man who 
worked, toiled, ceaselessly, 29 years a Communist, short 
time sort of basking in democratic elections as president, 
we know So little in the end about him personally and yet 
so much is vested in him? 


[Hurd] Why did he retain support in the last 48 hours? | 
do not think he would have retained support if people, 
Russian people felt that he was just as you said an elected 
Tsar, would take away the freedoms they have just 
acquired, given the chance, that is not the basis of Boris 
Yeltsin, that is not why he is in the Kremlin. He is in the 
Kremlin because he has taken reform and democracy 
much further than Gorbachev was ever prepared to do, 
his dish, he has got rid of the Communist Party as the 
instrument of government, and he has begun to achieve 
great things, and he knows that, he is a man with a strong 
sense of his own mission, and | think that he will 
continue. 


[Snow] Do you think the worst of it is over now, or do 
you fear there is still more to come? 


[Hurd] Well I find that very hard to answer, I know that 
I have no evidence that there is worse to come, I think 
the immediate problem, the immediate emergency has 
been dealt with, but again it is very hard to second guess, 
what is analyzed and done in Moscow itself, our support 
is for Yeltsin the reformer, he has proved his credentials 
in that respeci. We realize that he had to act dramatically 
and firmly to deal with this emergency, the Western 
world is in no doubt about that, but equally we believe 
that he has set is long term course and we expect him, 
believe that he will return to them. 
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Defense Secretary Interviewed on Moscow Events 


LDO5 10172993 London BBC Television Network in 
English 2130 GMT 4 Oct 93 


[Interview with British Defense Secretary Malcolm Rif- 
kind by presenter Sue Cameron from the London studio, 
in Blackpool; from the “Newsnight” program—live] 
[Text] [Cameron] Malcolm Rifkind, in America the 
Republican leader Bob Dole has said today that pressure 
on Russia to move immediately to a market economy 
seems to have caused chaos and that a lot of experts 
think it’s the wrong way to go. Do you think that the 
West has been urging too fast a pace of reform on 
President Yeltsin? 


[Rifkind] I don't think President Yeltsin's actions or his 
reform process have been caused by Western pressure. 
There is huge internal pressure within Russia for reform 
to take place and to actually gradually transform Russia 
into the kind of open society that they see have been so 
successful in meeting the aspirations of people in 
Western Europe. That has been the main factor, but you 
know at the end of the day it's going to be the Russian 
people who decide events in Russia, not Western coun- 
tries or Western governments. 


[Cameron] Do you think that President Yeltsin, though, 
ae a on oe ee 
orm? 


[Rifkind] Clearly the most important thing for Russia as 
well as for the rest of Europe is stability in Russia. There 
is very real danger of that country splitting apart. What 
we have seen today is President Yeltsin very successfully 
imposing his authority. That is something which I think 
most people will be enormously relieved about, if for no 
other reason than that Russia remains a massive military 
nuclear superpower. Therefore, any instability in Russia 
is even more alarming than any other transformation of 
that country in any particular direction. | think stability 
is the first objective and reform is part of trying to create 
a more stable society. 


{Cameron} How worried were you perhaps at some point 
in the last 48 hours about the security of their nuclear 
arseuial? 


[Rifkind] I've had no doubts over the few months that 
the Russian military and the Russian Government keep 
a very effective control over their strategic nuclear 
weapons. That's something they attach emormous 
importance to, and there is no evidence that the disinte- 
gration that one sees elsewhere in Russian society has 
applied so far as the control of nuclear weapons. But 
having said that, if Rutskoy and Khasbulatov had been 
successful in their appeal to some of the Russian military 
to break away from Yeltsin and to support them, then if 
we had seen a split in the armed forces and the begin- 
nings of what could have become a civil war, chen that 
would have had very awesome, very disturbing, very 
worrying implications for control of nuclear weapons, 
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and that would have been for the Wes? and for the world 
as a whole the single most worrying factor. 


[Cameron] Did you fear for the outcome at any point last 
night? There was one point certainly when it looked very 
much up in the air. 


[Rifkind] I was in Russia two weeks ago in Moscow and 
at that time, and certainly since then all the evidence that 
I saw suggested that the armed forces were going to 
remain solidly behind Yeltsin. Indeed, when the rebels, 
if we call them that, Rutskoy and Khasbulatov, when 
they appointed a rival defense minister to Grachev, that 
itself implied that they themselves assumed that 
Grachev would remain close to Yeltsin and that the 
armed forces would be likely to follow them. So it would 
have surprised me if that had turned out differently. 
What we saw yesterday was a combination of some very 
hardline forces, some of the interior police who partly 
changed sides, but a very small number. But the army 
itself appears to have remained very, very solid to 
Yeltsin, who is of course their commander in chief. 


[Cameron] President Yeltsin has today banned some 
newspapers. Does that worry you in terms of his keeping 
his promises about democracy? 


[Rifkind] Weil, I'm not surprised that in the turmoil 
we've seen over the last week or so that he should have 
taken whatever steps he thought was necessary in order 
to actually bring this insurrection to an end and that 
clearly would have been astonishing if he'd allowed them 
to campaign publicly on television or on radio against his 
decision to hold free elections, that one hopes is a 
temporary phenomenon. Obviously if were going to have 
genuine free elections in December you can hardly have 
free elections if you censor the opposition and don’t 
allow them to advertize their views. But one needs to get 
behind the immediate events of the last few days. Hope- 
fully things will now quieten down and there will be an 
opportunity to have a genuine political process, to enable 
the Russian people rather any individual Russian politi- 
cians to decide the future. 


[Cameron] Malcolrn Rifkind, thank you very much 
indeed. 


Rifkind Mocks Labor Party Over Defense Cuts 


LDOS10172393 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1659 GMT 5 Oct 93 


[By Trevor Mason, PRESS ASSOCIATION] 


[Excerpt] Defence Secretary Malcolm Rifkind today 
mocked Labour's modernisation process, accusing the 
party of wanting to remove the UK's ultimate nuclear 
deterrent. Winding up the Tory conference defence 
debate in Blackpool, he seized on the Labour conference 
decision last week to defy the leadership and vote for the 
scrapping of Trident and big defence spending cuts. 
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“John Smith called on his party to renounce unilateral- 
ism—they refused,” said Mr Rifkind. The Labour leader 
had spent months trying to develp a respectable Labour 
defence policy but the “emperor's new clothes were 
found to be transparent”. 


The Defence Secretary told representatives: “His party 
remains CND [Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament] at 
heart, committed to enormous defence budget cuts irre- 
spective of the consequences.” 


No one could question that with the Cold War over it 
was sensible to reduce the burden of defence spending. 
But he added: “Obviously there is a limit to how far we 
can cut our forces and still maintain the same commit- 
ments and capacity to defend ourselves and our vital 
interests. We rnust at all costs avoid creating a hollow 
force. That is an armed force that looks formidable but is 
in fact a paper tiger.” 


If the armed forces were to remain a priceless national 
asset, the period of unprecedented change must be 
replaced with a period of stability. 


Mr Rifkind said he was determiend to use the reserve 
forces more often than in the past “because they are 
people with great skills”. 

Mr Rifkind said Labour conferences were now one of the 
few places where people spoke of red flags flying when 
the delegates sang the traditional song. To applause, he 
added: “As long as they do they not fit to be the 
government of the United Kingdom.” [passage omitted] 


Thatcher Backs Major at Tory Conference 
PM0610140093 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH in 
English 6 Oct 93 p 1 


[Report by George Jones: “Major Given the Backing of 
Thatcher”) 


[Text] Lady Thatcher intervened last night to reaffirm 
her backing for Mr. Major's leadership after controversy 
over her memoirs threatened to undermine efforts at the 
Conservative Party conference to rally support for the 
embattled Prime Minister. The opening day of the 
conference was overshadowed by the leaking of extracts 
apparently highly critical of Mr. Major's style of Gov- 
ernment. 


Inside Blackpool's Winter Gardens, a succession of Cab- 
inet ministers urged tne party to unite behind Mr. Major 
and stop the constant carping over his leadership. 


But outside, dissent over Europe, VAT [value-added tax] 
on fuel and claims that Lady Thatcher regarded Mr. 
Major as a “second-rate politician” demonstrated the 
fragility of the truce. 


Lady Thatcher, who arrives in Blackpool today, sought 
to limit the damage by issuing a statement confirming 
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that she had supported and voted for Mr. Major as Tory 
leader and therefore as Prime Minister after she was 
toppled in November 1990. 


lt added that she would “do the same thing today and 
that she continued to support John Major as leader of the 
party and Prime Minister”. 


Her friends also denied claims by the DAILY MIRROR 
yesterday that she thought Mr. Major was “smaill- 
minded, politically naive and an intellectual light- 
weight”. 

They said that nowhere in her memoirs, which are to be 
published at the weekend, did she make such remarks. 


However, no attempt was made to reject other claims in 
the DAILY MIRROR, particularly that she believed Mr. 
Major was “unable to tackle difficult issues as Chan- 
cellor, had a disturbing tendency to be beaten by plati- 
tudes and was not at ease with big ideas”. 


Tory party manager were last night braced for further 
revelations about her views after THE SUNDAY 
TIMES, which is preparing to serialise her memoirs, 
failed to secure an injunction gagging the DAILY 
MIRROR. 


There was anger among ministers that the shadow of 
Lady Thatcher had disrupted the leadership's efforts to 


promote unity. 


Although the alleged criticisms in the memoirs were in 
line with remarks she has made in private, the party 
leadership has made a determined effort to ensure a 
warmer welcome for Lady Thatcher at Blackpool when 
she attends tomorrow's debate on the economy. She 
could now face some of the hostility which was evident 
last year when she issued an eve-of-conference attack on 
Maastricht. 


Lady Thatcher had stipulated that the memoirs should 
not appear until after this week's party conference in an 
attempt to prevent them being used to undermine Mr. 


Major's position. 


Sir Norman Fowler, the Party chairman, described the 
conference as the moment when the party started 
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fighting back. He warned the party against constant 
displays of disunity of the kind that had made the 
Labour Party unelectable. 


He said the Conservatives would stick by their leader, 
and said the party wanted and expected Mr. Major to 
lead them to a fifth general election victory. 


It was a theme taken up by Cabinet ministers throughout 
the day. Mr MacGregor, the Transport Secretary, said it 
was time to “back the Prime Minister to the hilt” and to 
stop th® ~arping from the sidelines. 

Mr. Hurd, Foreign Secretary, sought to heal the wounds 
inflicted by the battles over Maastricht. He said the 
Tories must be united if they were to achieve Mr. 
Major's vision of a Europe where states co-operated but 
were not controlled by Brucs°’s. 


The party's elder statesman, Lord Whitelaw, also war: ed 
the party's factions to stop squabbling, Writing = 
Crossbow, the Bow Group’s journal, he said: “We must 
realise that if we want to stay in power the party must get 
its act together.” 

The mood in the conference hall was anxious and 
subdued, but with no sign of rebellion. 


One senior Tory, Sir Teddy Taylor, a prominent Euro- 
sceptic, protested that proper debate was being stifled. “I 
have been coming to these things for 28 years and the 
only time I feel like joining the Communist Party is 
coming to a Tory conference. It is just a recipe for 
creating trouble and disunity,” he said. 


On the conference fringe, however, the Government's 
critics were in evidence. Mr. Richard Shepherd, the MP 
for Aldridge-Brownhills, was cheered when he attacked 
the extension of VAT to domestic fuel. 


Lord Tebbit, prominent Euro-rebel, while welcoming 
Mr. Major's reservations on rejoining the Exchange Rate 
Mechanism, said: “That begs the question of why we 
entered the wretched system in the first place.” 


He was followed by Mr. Bill Cash, the MP for Stafford, 
who called for a renegotiation of Maastricht. 


However, Left-wing Tory MPs signalled their concern 
that Mr. Major was moving too far to appease the 
Eurosceptics, and gave warning that they would mount a 
leadership chal if the Prime Minister went back on 
his pledge to put Britain at the heart of Europe. 
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Russia Wants ‘Revision’ of CFE Treaty 
LD0610183293 Hamburg DPA in German 1652 GMT 
6 Oct 93 


[Text] Berlin, 6 Oct (DPA)}—Russia does not intend to 
withdraw from the Treaty on Conventional Forces in 
Europe (CFE). This was confirmed by Mikhail Shelepin, 
head of the Conventional Weapons Department at the 
Russian Foreign Ministry's Disarmament Directorate, 
today in an interview in Thursday's [7 October] edition 
of the BERLINER ZEITUNG. 


Rather, Russia intends to adhere strictly to the treaty, 
since it continues to regard it as the basis of security in 
Europe, Shelepin reaffirmed. At the same time, he con- 
firmed that Moscow was seeking revision of the treaty, 
which was signed in 1990. The Russian diplomat said it 
was a question of “adjusting the treaty to the political 
conditions that currently exist.” 


He justifies Russia's stance with reference to the political 
realities that have completely changed since then [1990]. 
In 1990, the treaty was signed by the USSR, which—like 
the Warsaw Pact—no longer exists. Russia feels it was 
forced to take this step mainly because of the crisis in the 
Caucasus. Due to the conflicts which had flared up there, 
in the North Caucasian military region there was a need 
“to own more of certain types of weapon.” For exam’ ‘ec, 
only 700 tanks were allowed in this area, he said. The 
Joint Consultative Committee set up under the CFE 
Treaty is currently meeting in Vienna to discuss Russia's 
request, the report says. 


Yeltsin Assures Kohl of Path to Reform, 
Democracy 


LD0710085793 Hamburg DPA in German 0843 GMT 
7 Oct 93 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—Chancellor Helmut Kohl tele- 
phoned Russian President Boris Yeltsin again this 
morning. Government spokesman Dieter Vogel reported 
in Bonn today that Yeltsin informed the chancellor of 
the current situation in Moscow. Yeltsin reassured Kohl 
that the path toward democracy and reform would be 
adhered to. For his part, the chancellor promised to 
support the Russian president in this. 


PDS Declares ‘Russian People Will Be the Losers’ 


AU0610132793 Berlin NEUES DEUTSCHLAND in 
German § Oct 93 p § 


[““Statement by the Party of Democratic Socialism on the 
Bloody Power Struggle in Russia: Immediate End to the 
Military Conflict!”’] 


[Text] A power struggle between Russiar. President 
Yeltsin and the Congress of People’s Deputies and the 
Supreme Soviet of Russia has been in the offing for a 
long time. The claim of the German media that the 
Congress of People’s Deputies was elected undemocrat- 
ically is not true. This congress was elected in May 1990 
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with Boris Yeltsin's essential participation. The deputies 
ran for election individually in constituencies and had to 
win over other candidates. It was the Russian Parliament 
that elected Boris Yeltsin its chairman. No one in 
Russia, in Germany, or in other countries considered 
this election to be illegitimate because the parliament 
had not been elected democratically. It also was this 
parliament that proposed Boris Yeltsin as candidate for 
the presidential elections, supported his reform program 
after the elections, and granted him special powers. 
Differences developed only at the end of 1992, obviously 
over the question of the speed and the social components 
with which market economy structures are supposed to be 
introduced in Russia. Since that time there have also been 
other controversies, however. The most varied forces gath- 
ered under the roof of patriotism. It cannot be ignored that 
nationalist, monarchist, and even fascist circles are trying to 
exploit Russia's social problems to enforce their own goals. 
The alliance of some communist forces with such circles, 
against which democratic representatives of the left camp 
have always warned, proved to be fateful. 


Of course, it was undemocratic and unconstitutional that 
President Yeltsin dissolved the Congress of People’s 
deputies and the Supreme Soviet, that he then continued 
to provoke the deputies with the military blockade and 
by switching off wa\er and electricity. It was not just- 
fied, eithe;, to refuse the compromise of holding new 
elections of parliament and president at the same time. 
On the other hand, Khasbulatov and Rutskoy were 
clearly in the wrong, when, together with extremely 
dubious forces, they began to conquer strategic places in 
Moscow by force. This provoked Yeltsin's counter vio- 
lence. The number of dead is increasing by the hour. 
This will also be the excuse for further abolishing dem- 
ocratic structures in Russia and for legitimating dictato- 
rial forms of rule. 


No matter who is going to win in the current situation, 
the Russian people will be the losers. The media only 
show the situation in Moscow. It is completely ::oclear, 
however, how conditions will turn out in the regions. 


We have sympathetic feelings neither for the policy of 
one person or the other. Our support goes to the forces 
that commit themselves to democracy, the constitution, 
and nonviolence. In a military conflict there can be 
victors and vanquished at the end, but it will certainly 
not yield any solutions for a democratic and social 
shaping for conditions in Russia. 


The other countries should finally understand that it is 
not the issue to install one’s own satellites in Moscow. 
Whoever really wants to help must support the develop- 
ment of truly democratic and social structures in Russia. 
This applies in particular to the German Government. 


[signed] Lothar Bisky, chairman of the Party of Demo- 
cratic Socialism [PDS], 


Gregor Gysi, chairman of the PDS/Left List group of 
deputies in the Bundestag. 
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BDI Supports Continuing Moscow Reforms 
AU0610174693 Beriin DIE WELT in German 6 Oct 93 
pi3 


[ADN report: “BDI Believes in Continuation of Moscow 
Reforms”} 


[Text] Cologne—The Federation of German Industries 
(BDI) has welcomed the clarification in the Russian 
struggle for power and expressed the hope for a speedy 
stabilization of the political and economic situation in 
Russia. In the BDI's opinion, in the interest of the 
Russian people, there is now a chance of advancing the 
economic reforms. 


From the German economy's point of view, an econom- 
ically stabilized Russia with productive regions is an 
important partner in production and trade. In view of 
Russia's importance as an economic partner, the BDI 
continues to advocate the implementation of pilot 
projects in the power industry. The BDI wants to 
increasingly examine opportunities for cooperation in 
the field of agriculture and the conversion of the arma- 
ment industry. 


Rexrod: Wants More Hermes Guarantees for 
Russia 


LD0510201593 Berlin DDP in German 1644 GMT 
5 Oct 93 


[Text] Berlin (DDP)—In the view of German Economics 
Minister Guenter Rexrodt, the victory of Russian Pres- 
ident Boris Yeltsin in the internal power struggle will 
encourage the German Government to make available 
further Hermes export credit guarantees for trade with 
Russia before the end of the year, in special cases. 


Rexrodt told the Berlin newspaper TAGESSPIEGEL 
(Wednesday [6 October] edition) that it should be pos- 
sible to grant more guarantees now from the amounts 
allocated for 1994. The framework budget for the 
Hermes guarantees for 1993, amounting to 4 billion 
marks [DM], is almost completely used up. 


The considerations to make available further guarantees 
before the end of the year have also been brought about 
by the Russian payment of DM500 million in resched- 
uled debts at ihe end of Septeniber, Rexrodt stressed. He 
sees no reason for Germany to grant any more aid. 
Almost 50 percent of the support Russia has received 
from Western industrialized states came from Bonn, 
Rexrodt said. 
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Ruehe Urges End to Debate on UN Missions 


—— Hamburg DPA in German 0900 GMT 
7 Oct 93 


[Text] Mainz (DPA}—Federal Defense Minister Volker 
Ruehe has called for an end to the “indescribable” 
debate in the Federal Republic about the blue helmets. 
At the end of the 34th Commanders’ Meeting in Mainz 
today, he said that this debate restricts Germany's ability 
ay ed ape pte ep Lageeng There will be no 
and security policy, no European defense 

ive crisis management by the western 
a ee eee oe 
tions when armed forces are being used. The political 


dispute about the constitution is inhibiting European 
integration, a 
gering the NATO 


aie Mik acid te sient oe te 
Atlantic Alliance to central European countries such as 
Poland, Hungary, and the Czech Republic, whereby 
Russia’s interests would naturally be taken in to account. 
Part of the reform of NATO is “that we understand the 
transfer of stability to the East as a common European- 
Atlantic task of the first order.” 


Ruche explained that in times of peace the Bundeswehr 
must be reduced to a strength of 370,000. The develop- 
ment of a crisis reaction forces has priority. Obsolete and 
excessive arms projects must continue to be consistently 
cut back. A new type of soldier is coming into being: he 
is changing from a preventer of war into an active 
promoter of peace. The soldier remains the defender of 
freedom and peace. He has to be able fight, and if 
necessary risk his life. “That is the unchanged moral core 
of military service.” But today something “splended”™ is 
being added to this: with their missions abroad the 
Bundeswehr soldiers will be TEENS G8 GOED contribu- 


tion to peace. 


Cites Constant U.S. Contact on Somalia 


LD0710084393 Hamburg DPA in German 0747 GMT 
7 Oct 93 


ext] Mainz (DPA)}—According to Defense Minister 

olker Ruehe, the German Government is in constant 
and in close contact with the Americans and the United 
Nations regarding developments in Somalia. This con- 
tact was also constantly maintained throughout last 
night, Ruehe told DPA this morning on the sidelines of 
the commanders’ conference in Mainz. 


Ruehe was not prepared to reply to a question about 
what the Bundeswehr will do if the U.S. soldiers are 
withdrawn from the eastern African country. At present, 
there is no reason for any kind of speculation, the 
minister stressed. 
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Weizsaecker Urges Laws for UN Missions 
Clarified 


AU06 10131493 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 6 Oct 93 p I 


[Report by “mes”: “Speedy Clarification of Legal Basis 
for UN Missions”] 

[Text] Bonn—President Richard von Weizsaecker has 
come out in favor of a speedy clarification of the legal 
framework for missions of the German armed forces 
abroad. Speaking to about 500 generals, admirals, and 
colonels at the Bundeswehr commander: conference in 
Mainz on Tuesday [5 October], Weizsaecker said that 
the soldiers need absolute trust in the moral legitimation 
and the i lawfulness of their assignment. 
Therefore, clarifying the open constitutional questions 
has “high pnority in terms of substance and in terms of 
time.” He warned against dragging the topic into the 
Bundestag election campaign. 


Weizsaecker included this and other remarks on the role 
of the Bundeswehr in the basic idea that the primacy of 
politics is not called into doubt in Germany, least of all 
by the soldiers themselves. Whoever believes something 
else, neither knows the absolutely loyal basic attitude of 
the military leadership nor understands anything about 
the responsibility of this leadership for providing reliable 
advice to politics. “More than once there have been 
deficiencies in the exercise of the primacy of politics,” 

the president said. It is the duty of the military leader- 
ship to point out this situation and also to openly voice 
uncomfortable truths. 


Cautiously, but politically unambiguously, Weizsaecker 
referred to the Bundeswehr operations on the Adriatic 
and in Somalia, which have not yet been legally settled in 
a definite manner. The soldiers’ loyalty is deprived of its 
foundation if the Bundeswehr is repeatedly given tasks 
in the awareness that the fulfillment of these tasks might 
not hold up to a strict constitutional examination.” 
— open questions must be clarified quickly, he 
Weizsaecker committed himself to an actively humani- 
tarian and also peacemaking role of Germany in the 
world. Even though in its future contributions the FRG 
must also base its actions on the burden and lessons of its 
history, “nevertheless, our history does not hinder us, it 
obligates us to do everything possible and feasible to 
alleviate misery and to preserve and establish peace, also 
beyond the borders of our alliance.” 


However, in the decision of whether it participates in 
UN missions, Germany should exercise “cautious 
restraint.” “The world must not be left to the robbers, 
also not by us,” Weizsaecker said. “However, we are not 
the Archangel Michael, either.” 


The president called for maintaining general compulsory 
military service. However, he recommended seriously 
examining tic introduction of a general serv ice duty as a 


FBIS-WEU-93-193 
7 October 1993 


supplement to military service. Even though he cannot 
make any concrete proposals, he advocates an 
“expanded and differentiated civilian national service” 
also for reasons of solidarity in society. 
As a result of the Bundeswehr's current missions abroad, 
Bundeswehr Inspector General Klaus Naumann sees an 
“almost sensational” change in opinion. According to 
polls, there is a “broad acceptance” of the Bundeswehr, 
DPA quoted him as saying. The agreement with UN 
combat missions is also rising. Naumann expressed con- 
cern about the rising number of conscientious objectors. 


Naumann Addresses Bundeswehr Commanders 
Conference 


AU0610181193 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 6 Oct 93 p 2 


[Report by “fy.”: “Naumann Calls For “New Soldier™”] 


[Text] Mainz, 5 Oct—Buideswehr Inspector General 
Naumann has called for a “new soldier” for the armed 
forces. He called on the participants in the 34th 
Bundeswehr Commanders’ Conference in Mainz to 
eliminate faults in external discipline and to improve the 
soldiers’ physical fitness and their will to hold out. 
Soldiers can only be willing to achieve something and 
meet tougher physical requirements if they know for 
what they are on duty. The objective of internal leader- 
ship is to convey this meaning to them. “Internal lead- 
ership, hard combat training, and the preparedness to 
start off on an operational mission tomorrow are not 
contrasts, on the contrary,” the inspector general said. 
The inspectors should make “additional demands” on 
the troop to increase its physical fitness. “We need 
fighters who show self-control, intuition, and under- 
standing for their surroundings... in most difficult situ- 
ations, even in peace missions of the United Nations or 
other institutions. What we need is a new soldier and he 
must be a well-informed, sensitive, and thinking sol- 
dier,” Naumann said. 


Naumann declared himself in favor of the alliance with 
the United States as the “determinant factor” of German 
security and military policy. The failure of the GATT 
negotiations may endanger the United States’ prepared- 
ness to continue to be militarily present in Europe. 
NATO offers the chance of securing peace in Europe. 
The European integration process, whose promotion 
requires close cooperation between Germany and 
France, also serves this purpose. The coming NATO 
summit is to give a “signal for the further development 
of the strategic concept.” The summit is to deal with the 
Central and Eastern European states’ wish for clearer 
forms of a promise of protection. The decisions have to 
provide information on NATO's interpretation of its 
role in peacekeeping UN missions, he said. 


The inspector general's demand that NATO should 
clarify whether it considers military measures to prevent 
“proliferation” and what measures it wants to take, if 


? 
. 
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necessary was new. Naumann had previously pointed 

out that, as a result of proliferation of missiles to Near 

and Middle East states, Central and Western Europe are 

already within the range of the missiles from these 

ee te ee ee a ee 
this. 


Referring to the question of the Bund2swehr's participa- 
tion in UN and NATO missions, the general said that the 
allies are waiting for a final political statement. He hopes 
that Germany will be able to fulfill its duties without 
restriction. For that purpose, the qualification for 
national leadership must be ensured and the training has 
to be checked. 


Naumann reported that he is currently not able to carry 
out the order that the chancellor had given at the 
beginning of this year, that is, to examine “as early as 
now” how the Bundeswehr can be “further developed” 
as an army that is capable of being in an alliance and 
combat-ready with modern equipment. On 6 February at 
the military science conference in Munich, the chan- 
cellor had reported that this order includes the examina- 
tion of the personnel volume—that is, a reduction to 
fewer than 370,000 men. Before the end of this legisla- 
tive period, the Federal Government will make the 
decisions that are necessary for the further development 
of the armed forces. Naumann said that “first” one has 
to stick to the Bundeswehr's fixed peace strength. Long- 
term Bundeswehr plans “that do not change the mandate 
and all previously fixed parameters in any way” can only 
be developed if the share of the operational expenses are 
reduced to less than 70 percent of the defense budget. 
Thus, Naumann demanded that the invested share in the 
defense budget be increased to more than 30 percent. 
This corresponds to the practice of many years and is 
regarded as a prerequisite for the maintenanw: of com- 
bat-ready armed forces. Since reunification, the share of 
the invested expenses in the defense budget has 
decreased to about 20 percent of the total budget. 


In this way, the inspector general indicated that the 
Bundeswehr is not able to fulfill its mandate with the 
means that are currently at its disposal. In his speech, 
President Von Weizsaecker included the demand that 
the Bundeswehr has to be provided with the means that 
it needs to fulfill its greater tasks. The president also 
rejected the accusation that the primacy of politics is 
challenged by the Bundeswehr. In this way, without 
mentioning names, Weizsaecker aimed at critics of the 
inspector general. In the past few months, Naumann had 
been criticized by deputies of all groups because he had 
stated in public that the Federal Government's refusal to 
participate in peacekeeping and peacemaking UN 
actions is raising doubts about Germany's reliability. 
Weizsaecker said that more than once there had not been 
a primacy of politics. This had worried the soldiers. It is 
part of the military leadership's duties to voice inconve- 
nient truths. The primacy of politics is not a privilege, 
but an imperative responsibility. The one-sided debate 
on missions abroad involves the danger that priorities 
and standards are distorted, he said. Weizsaecker also 
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took the view that the clear division between humani- 
tarian measures and the use of military force and combat 
missions often cannot be maintained any longer. 


Discusses Combat Missions 


AU06 10204793 Mainz 3SAT Television Network in 
German 1820 GMT 6 Oct 93 


{Interview with Bundeswehr Inspector General Klaus 
Naumann by an unidentified correspondent on 6 
October; place not given—recorded] 


[Excerpt] [Correspondent] You have advocated full 
combat missions within the framework of UN missions. 
Still though, would you not need a different army for 
such missions—professionals with excellent equipment 
and not draftees who are still undergoing training? 


[Naumann] Let me first say that I advocated the full 
extent of obligations under the UN Charter, which may 
include combat missions. Regarding the question 
whether this would require a different army, I have to 
say that one needs certain units that are able to carry out 
such missions with the adequate equipment and 
training. This is what we want to do by establishing a 
limited size of crisis reaction forces. 

[Correspondent] Do you already have those forces? 


[Naumann] No. I have repeatedly said that we still have 
to create certain conditions for combat missions outside 
the treaty area, which we cannot do overnight. Our 
assignment has always been geared toward combat mis- 
sions within the alliance, which is what we can accom- 
plish with our units. Yet, outside the treaty area, the 
conditions are different—for example, as far as logistics 
or medical supplies are concerned, where we do not yet 
have what we need. 


{Correspondent] If you are thinking in general of combat 
missions within the framework of the UN Charter, then 
this might also mean German soldiers fighting in Bosnia. 
Would that be conceivable? 


[Naumann] The case of Bosnia is special. I unreservedly 
share the view that is held by all our politicians: For 
historic reasons, we have to stay out of Bosnia. Yet, this 
is the one case that, as a result of the role and involve- 
ment of the Wehrmacht in World War II, is different to 
any other area. 


[Correspondent] You have been quoted as using the term 
new soldier. What does this new soldier look like anc 
what makes him different from the old one? 


{Naumann} What | mean—and that is also a fresh 
impression that I have brought back from Somalia—is 
that we need a soldier who, on the one hand, is deter- 
mined to use his weapon, if necessary, and, on the other 
hand, is always aware of the fact that the objective of a 
mission is to preserve or restore peace and achieve 
reconciliation between the conflicting parties. That 
means that he must be able to exert self-control as far as 
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using his weapon is concerned. This is something new. In 
the past, soldiers were trained to achieve a tactical 
objective, to conquer a certain area or do something else 
in concrete military terms. 


[Correspondent] You have mentioned Soma!:a. It has 
been learned that the high-tech army of the Americans is 
facing considerable problems there. Voices from among 
the commanders of the German Bundeswehr have noted 
that the Somalia mission is becoming increasingly ques- 
tionable from the German point of view. Some have 
even demanded: out of Somalia as soon as the Americans 
pull out and before difficulties increase. 


[Naumann] I have seen such a news agency report today. 
It was released when we had not even discussed the issue 
of Somalia [at the current Bundeswehr commanders’ 
meeting in Mainz]. I cannot confirm that anyone in our 
round made such a statement. 


[Correspondent] Do you have the impression that all 
Bundeswehr commanders go into this operation with 
great enthusiasm? 


[Naumann] The operation in Somalia has been regarded 
by the overwhelming majority of Bundeswehr com- 
manders as correct and useful. Anyway, it is not a 
combat mission, but a logistic support mission. In the 
area of our assignment we have made considerable 
achievements. It has been clearly detailed today that it is 
due to the efforts of the German soldiers in Belet Uen, 
for example, that a district council was set up there, that 
is to say the first, rudimentary beginnings of administra- 
tive structures in this destroyed country, Somalia. Thus, 
I think that this mission is really supported by a 
majority. 


[Correspondent] Will the majority still support the mis- 
sion even in the case of a combat mission, which cannot 
be ruled out? 


[Naumann] Weil, the situation in Belet Uen is quiet and 
safe. For the time being, we can rule out combat missions 
there. Of course, nobody knows what will happen if the 
situation in the country as a whole radically changes. 
Yet, at the moment there is no reason to worry. 


[Correspondent] The general situation is deteriorating as 
a result of the U.S. actions, for example. 


[Naumann] | always tend to avoid putting the blame on 
someone too hastily. True, the situation in Mogadishu 
has deteriorated. That is correct. The deterioration of the 
situation there has somewhat overshadowed the gener- 
ally successful mission in Somalia. One will have to 
consider where to focus on: Mogadishu or rather on 
continuing the pacification mission outside Mogadishu. 
[passage omitted] 
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Intelligence Leader Requests More Powers 
AU0S5 10211293 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 5 Oct 93 p 8 


[Report by “ulf": “The BND Wants More Powers™] 


[Text] Pullach, 4 Oct—Afiter Federal Interior Minister 
Kanther, the president of the Federal Intelligence Ser- 
vice (BND), Porzner, has now requested more powers for 
the intelligence services. Porzner told FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEZ.NE that, on the basis of a change of the law, 
the BND must be authorized to collect and pass on to 
police authorities in Germany any information gained 
within the framework of “telecommunications-related 
foreign reconnaissance™ on international terrorism, the 
proliferation of nuclear arms, illegal arms and narcotics 
trade, and money-laundering activities. This requires 
that Article 10 of the Basic Law and the necessary 
implementing statute be amended. 


Porzner said: “I should like to warn against, for example, 
assuming that our society could not be destroyed by 
narcotics-related money.” It is an illusion to think that 
Germany is “safe against Pakistani or Colombian con- 
ditions.” If expert reports are correct, according to which 
an annual $250 billion are earned worldwide from 
narcotics trade, and half of it is “laundered and invested 
in the international economy,” then even “our national 
economies might be devoured by it soon.” In Columbia, 
the shadow economy is more important than the “offi- 
cial economy. To believe that we are immune to similar 
conditions is an illusion.” 

Porzner emphasized that it creates an international 
shaking of heads that the BND is currently not permitted 
to recognize any information received through telecom- 
munications-related foreign reconnaissance on the 
involvement of German enterprises in international 
arms trade or proliferation, let alone pass it on to 
German authorities. “If other countries were to find out 
in the near future through electronic reconnaissance that 
German firms are involved in the development of 
nuclear, bacteriological, and chemical weapons abroad, 
they will complain that we should have known. I would 
like to be able to protect our state against such attacks,” 
Porzner said. In Iraq, the BND could have been perfectly 
informed about the involvement of German oe gone 
in the development of nuclear, bacteriological, and 
chemical weapons but was not permitted to become 
active as a result of Article 10 of the Basic Law. 
“Although we are allowed to know what is being negoti- 
ated between North Korea and a neighboring country, 
we must close both our eyes when Germans are involved 
in dirty deals abroad. That is more than dissatisfying.” It 
has been learned from BND sources that former State 
Security agents in Germany founded bogus companies 
and support Iran for the development of nuclear, bacte- 
riological, and chemical arms. 


Porzner rejected criticism that the BND was involved in 
international arms trade in the past. “In the past, the BND 
only acquired arms at the orders of the Defense Ministry to 
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have them examined by military technical experts,” Porzner 
said. State-of-the-art Russian tanks were “acquired to test 
their armor. Whenever Soviet arms were used in past wars, 
the BND was requested by the Defense Ministry to procure 
them, Porzner concluded. 


ee ape Cae Say ae Cane See 


LD0610134593 Hamburg DPA in German 1144 GMT 
6 Oct 93 


[Text] Hamburg (DPA}—New Bundesbank President 
Hans Tietmeter has said it is still too early to name a date 
for a return to the old 2.25 percent fluctuation bands in 
the European Monetary System [EMS]. It is important 
that EMS member states rebuild the credibility of their 
national policies as this is a prerequisite for a return to 
narrower margins. In an interview with the Hamburg- 
based weekly newspaper DIE ZEIT, Tietmeyer asks 
whether there will have to be a return to the old margin 
of 2.25 percent or whether it will not make more sense to 
have a wider one. A fluctuation band broader than 2.25 
percent could apply to all members as well as to certain 
other groups, he said. 


Commentary Addresses Status of GATT 
Discussion 


AUOS 10171793 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 5 Oct 93 p 29 


[Commentary by Winfried Muenster: “GATT and What 
Will Come Next”] 


[Text] For the conservative French deputy Philippe de 
Villiers “GATT is like the Maastricht Treaty. Those who 
want it dogmatize it, not noticing that the world has 
meanwhile changed.” Villiers, who belongs to Giscard 
dEstaing’s group in parliament, would like to abolish 
GATT and replace it by regional trade blocks that are 
committed to the principle of “community preference.” 
The European agricultural policy has been designed 
according to this principle, for example: The EC deter- 
mines what products may come in and at what price. 


The French Government follows Villiers. It does not 
regard it as a reasonable option to frustrate the interna- 
tional trade agreement or even to smash the current 
world trade conference. On the contrary, at the EC 
foreign ministers’ meeting in Luxemboury, the impres- 
sion was growing that the French Government was trying 
to overcome resistance at home against the “Blair 
House” agricultural agreement between America and the 
EC and to let the world trade conference ultimately come 
to a successful conclusion. 


Yet, for the supporters of internationally applicable free 
trade rules, this should be a Pyrrhic victory. In Luxem- 
bourg, French Foreign Minister Alain Juppe stepped up 
the pressure for reform of the EC's trade policy mecha- 
nisms. Juppe's desire is not new; France has long since 
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set the new course. The EC partners are now politely told 
that this desire is France's price for being conciliatory. 
The request for import restrictions has so far required a 
qualified majority in the Council of Foreign Ministers. 
This minority has often enough been prevented by the 
blocking minority of the British, Netheriands, Danes, 
and Germans. Yet, other member states believe things 
cannot go on like that. Now they want to benefit from the 
council of ministers’ inability. Instead of the Council, in 
the future the Commission should decide whether to set 
up trade barriers at the borders. Afier all, the Council 
could reverse Brussels’ decision by a qualified majority, 
these members cunningly comfort the minority that is in 
favor of free trade. 


With a set of instruments that have been “reformed” in 
such a way, Brussels would be given the tools for firmly 
establishing the above mentioned communit. preference 
gradually in all spheres of foreign trade. Then there 
would no longer be any boundaries to imagination. The 
most recent ideas expressed in Paris: child labor, insuf- 
ficient environmental protection, aggressive devalua- 
tions—all these would be reasons enough to impose 
substantial tariffs on all unwanted products from any- 
where in the world. 


New IG Metall Chairman Makes First Speech 


AU0510145993 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 4 Oct 93 p 1 


{Report by “fk”: “Zwickel Calls For Moratorium 
Against Employment Cuts”} 


[Text] Mainz, % Oct—The Metalworkers’ Union [IG 
Metall] considers the cancellation by Gesamtmetall, the 
employers’ association, of the agreements on wages and 
leave payment as a “frontal attack on the whole trade 
union movement.” After being elected, the new 
chairman Klaus Zwickel (54), at the extraordinary trade 
union conference in Mainz, said IG Metall would have 
to be prepared for “strikes and lockouts of any kind and 
with all possible consequences.” In another atternpt he 
asked employers to accept a “moratorium on employ- 
ment cuts.” 


Zwickel, formerly deputy chairman, had just been 
elected chairman of IG Metall by over 90 percent of the 
delegates. He is the successor to Franz Steinkuehi. ‘r, who 
resigned at the end of May because of insider dealings 
with Daimler shares. Zwickel got 90 percent of the votes 
and thus achieved an even better result than his prede- 
cessor last year. The Stuttgart area leader, Walter Riester 
(50), was elected as the new deputy chairman by 88.5 
percent of the votes. 


“We are definitely against bringing negotiations forward 
and changing collective agreements for the worse,” 
Zwickel said in his first speech. For 1994, the demands 
being discussed continue to take imto account the 
increase in prices and productivity. Employers in the 
metal industry are not “sitting in the poorhouse or in 
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dumps,” but they achieved profits of 28 billion German 
marks in 1992. Yet in 1993 they drastically cut costs at 
the expense of jobs and wages. In order to give “some 
basis of solidarity” to the social market economy they 
would now have to agree to adopt a “moratorium on job 
cuts.” “This would be the most effective way of securing 
employment by means of collective agreements—apar 
from higher wages.” According to Zwickel, it is impor- 
tant to have enough time to draw up regional and 
sectoral employment perspectives, qualifications, and 
product innovation concepts. 

1G Metall wants to discuss a redistribution of workloads 
without additional costs and the obligation for 
employers to agree on employment schedules on the staff 
committees’ initiative. Working short hours and all 
forms of,voluntary cutting of working hours would have 
to be “used intelligently.” The 35-hour work week 
would, however, remain untouched; in the case of a high 
unemployment rate, a 30-hour work week would be put 
on the agenda in the second half of the 1990's. 


Meanwhile, Hans-Joachim Gottschol, president of Ges- 
armtmetall, has again invited the newly elected chairman 
of IG Metall to discuss these issues. A refusal to talk 
“would be a bad mistake” he said. A forum scheduled to 
take place in Cologne this coming Thursday under the 
motto “The active way out of the crisis,” to which 
Zwickel has been invited, would be a good opportunity 
for such talks. 


North Rhine-Westphalian Economic Policy 
Faulted 


AU0610163293 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 6 Oct 93 p 6 


{Report by “rom”: “Ten-Point Catalogue on Location 
Protection Presented™} 


[Text] “Hostility toward technology and industry” from 
North Rhine-Westphalian [NRW] authorities, the rejec- 
tion “even of moderate modifications of the sociopolit- 
ical status quo” such as a more flexible law on working 
hours, deficits in the sphere of transportation and bot- 
tlenecks regarding the designation of new industrial 
areas: This is only a short list of the accusations the 
leading organizations of the NRW business community 
directed toward the land government in Duesseldorf. 


For the first time in the history of North Rhine- 
Westphalia, the land association of the empjoyers’ asso- 
ciations, the NRW craft association, ad the association 
of chamber of industries and trade of North Rhine- 
Westphalia gave a joint news conference to express their 
“great concern regarding economic developments in the 
region.” The chairman of the NRW craft association and 
president of the Duesseldorf chamber of commerce, 
Hansheinz Hauser, t! :-efore also spoke of a “different 
quality to land government criticism” compared to pre- 
vious debates. 
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The president of the land association of the employers” 
associations, Jochen Kirchhoff, emphasized that all indi- 
cators of the NRW economic developments—order 
books, production, turnover, and revenues—are “point- 
ing steeply downwards,” while the rise in production 
costs cannot be stopped. In the NRW industry alone, 
some 13,000 jobs are lost cach month. The land is in 
great danger as an economic center. The framework 
conditions of the entire economy are rot only influenced 
by the land but particularly also by political decisions at 
the federal level; still the Rau cabinet has made an 
“additional negative contribution.” North Rhine- 
Westphalia has, for example. established the claim to 
educational leave for employees. Kirchhoff: “A com- 
pletely unnecessary burden.” The NRW economy is thus 
calling on the land law-makers to suspend the law on 
further education for employees. 


In addition, Kirchhoff charged that the iand politicians 

are ignoring the need to change the law on working 

urs. The new draft law on working hours presented by 

Federal Government is appropriate. since it provides 

for the opportunity to extend machine running times to 
Sundays and public holidays. 


The leading associations of the NRW economy, whose 
affiliated enterprises together employ more than 6 mil- 
ion people, under the motto “economic center North 
Rhine-Westphalia—action is required” presented a 10- 
point list of demands to the land government. Among 
other things, these demands ‘include: 


—the creation of a climate that is friendly toward the 
economy, in particular the cessation of “hostility 
toward technology and industry” in the land authori- 
ties, the shortening of licensing procedures, and the 
reduction of the trade tax, which is “intolerably high” 
in many communities. 


—the strengthening of small and medium-sized enter- 
prises. Demands include the designation of sufficient 
industrial space, an intensive promotion of the 
founding of new enterprises, the “ending of existing 
discrimination of small and medium-sized enterprises 
iN promotion programs,” and a promotion of these 
enterprises’ export readiness by intensifying consulta- 
tive measures. 


—canceling the introduction of new expensive environ- 
mental regulations, which put an additional financial 
burden on the enterprises. 


—the improvement of the transport infrastructure. In 
this connection, the list notes: “The economy rejects 
the absolute priority given to ecology in the sphere of 
transport. Cities are not only living areas bui also 
economic centers.” The “extensive efforts in North 
Rhine-Westphalia to reduce the space for traffic,” as 
Robert Dicke, president of the association of cham- 
bers of industry and commerce president, noted, must 
therefore end. 
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—greater efforts by the land government on issues of 
conditions for a wide mixture of energy and eliminate 
“acceptance problems.” As far as generating power 
from German coal is concerned, it is necessary to find 
regulations that take some burden off the economy. 

Meanwhile, NRW Economics Minister Guenther E:inert, 

of the Social Democratic Party of Germany [SPD], in a 

news conference that was announced at short notice, 

described the views of the employers as “one-sided.” Not 


estphalia decreased by 6.6 percent in the 
first six months of 1993, while in Bavaria and Baden- 
Wuerttemberg it even went down by 9.1 and 9.4 percent 
respectively. 


Greens Warn SPD on Nuclear Policy Compromise 


AU0610174193 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
RUNDSCHAU in German 6 Oct 93 p 1 


[Report by “me™: “Fischer Warns SPD Against Nuclear 
Course”’] 


[Text] Wiesbaden, 5 Oct—Hesse Environment Minister 
Joschka Fischer (Greens) has warned the Social Demo- 
cratic Party of Germany [SPD] against agreeing on a 
“consensus to continue” nuclear energy with the Chris- 
tian Democratic Union [CDU] and the Free Democratic 
Party of Germany In an interview with FRANK- 
FURTER RUNDSCHAU, Fischer ruled out any partic- 
ipation by the Greens in a federal government, if an 
“option” were left open for nuclear energy. If it wants 
that, the SPD has to look for “other partners.” Whoever 
wants to lez ve the use of nuclear energy open in the SPD, 
is “pursuine” a grand coalition, which might turn 


a new safety generation is worthy of consideration. At 

the talks about a nuclear consensus in Bonn, Schroeder 

has “a lot of rubber in his spine,” according to Fischer 
in vi hears 
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goal of out of nuclear energy,” party spokes- 
woman C i eo 
the course and the x 
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AU0610163093 Berlin DIE WELT in German 6 Oct 93 
p2 


This would “certainly burden™ the climate in the coaii- 
tion “very much,” he said in an interview on Mitteideut- 
scher Rundfunk yesterday. 

With the justice minister of Saxony, the CDU has made 
a “convincing personnel offer” for Richard von Weiz- 
saecker’s succession, Hintze said. The liberals have the 
right to nominate a candidate of their own. “However, in 
all its actions, the FDP has to consider what conse- 
quences this will have within the coalition.” 

At the same time, the CDU/Christian Social Union 
[CSU] Association of Medium-Sized Enterprises (MIT) 
rejected the criticism of Heitmann voiced by Ignaz 
Bubis, chairman of the Central Council of Jews. MIT 
Chairman Klaus Bregger said in Bonn that, with his 
permanent criticism of Heitmann., Bubis, who is close to 
the FDP, is abusing his office and is thus harming the 
Jewish movement in the ultimate analysis. As a candi- 
date, Heitmann has the qualifications for “a better 
assessment” of the different historical developments in 
east and west Germany.” 


Heitmann was also supported by Saxony-Anhalt Min- 
ister President Werner Muench (CDU). The head of 
government called him an “eligible candidate for the 
highest office in the state.” 


With a view to the controversy over Weizsaecker’s 
succession, the Alliance 90/Greens had called for the 
direct election of the president. The Federal Assembly 
should no longer “have the final say” on the election of 
Deputy Wolfgang Ullmann said in Berlin. Any candidate 
who gains more than 5 percent of the votes in the Federal 
Assembly can run in the public election. Ulimann called 
on Heitmann to renounce his candidacy. The CDU 
politician is not sensitive enough for the highest office in 
the state. “I think that he is not qualified,” Ulimann 
said. 


style of the discussion on the future president. It is not 
appropriate for this office, he said in an EXPRESS 
interview in Cologne. Answering whether he expects a 
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[Report by “deu™: “SPD: Creation of New Jobs Has 
Priority”) 


“and millions of internationally competitive jobs cou'- 
be created in Germany.” 

In the view of the SPD, Germany can hold its own on the 
world market only with top products. Therefore, it 





marks per child. Superfluous subsidies are 
ished, new subsidies are to be made degressive and 
limited in terms of tame. The increase in 
must be clearly below the increase of the GNP. 


Hamburg ‘Statt’ Party Phenomenon Examined 
93EN0902B Hamburg DIE ZEIT in German No 39. 
24 Sep 93 p4 


Article by Wolfram Runkel: ““We Are Normalos’: The 
iddie Classes Now Have an Alternative List: The 
‘Stat’ Party”) 


the opposition were cheered like winni 
level hysteria broke out among the coolest 
the forecast of six Statt Party percentage points. Forty- 
year-old Markus Wegner, founder of the voters associa- 
tion, was kissed and hugged. With tears in their cyes, 
people spoke of a “miracle” and “insanity.” 


The hero quickly freed himself from the tangie of people 
to immediately join the 300-meter march to the city hall. 
Following him were seven candidates, of whom only two 
had entry labels on their lapels at the moment. But even 
the imposing city hall watchmen were no match for the 
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they , 

cheers finally escalated to the menacing battle cry: “Here 
we go" 

Go where? The Statt Party has only one program theme: 


excuse: “We have just begun” (in 
as walks Gia Gon 3 to 5.6 percent) or with 
Wegner's aggressive reply: “The parties don't keep their 
promises anyway if they are not opportune following the 


On election eve, Wegner applauded himself as the man 
who protecied the City Parliament from the Republi- 
kaner. Twenty-three percent of those voting for the Statt 
Party come from nonvoter circles and splinter parties. 


Wegner's people got the most votes from the CDU (32 
percent) and the {Social Democratic Party of Ger- 
many] (31 percent). 


These numbers cow" “ed the vote gatherer’s notion of 
today's party scene: “The three established parties lost 20 
percent (18 seats in the City Parliament) because the citi- 
zens no longer trust their obscure machinations.” All the 
same, on clection eve he invites the SPD mayor to a 
Senchiaet ot whieh be ofits Veschemna’s eulnediay eovese> 
ment “not a coalition pact but tolerant cooperation if 
Vorscherau accept our basic principles.” That means above 
all “that he supports our request for new rules of procedure 
in the City Parliament.” For example, commitices should 
hold their 19h ciagyepiapaal 
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for comsensus among the candidates, Wegner says: “Mr. 


nods in agreement. How does he discover them” “For 
example. through an ad in DIE ZEIT.” Wanted: Sena- 
tors. And these experts are supposed to come up with 
pragmatic answers to the question whether Hamburg 
should have a fourth Elbe tunnei, or how to deal with the 
serious lack of housing. 


While the senior parliamentarians observe the new 
“amateur dramatic group™ with amazement and curi- 
osity, Wegner is becoming skilled in reparice as he 
conducts interview after interview, convincing many 
observers with his credibility. Others sense an ego trip. 
SPD activists like Freimut Duve are more concerned 
about “the shift in voter behavior. In a world full of 
problems, a man without a program and ideas wins 6 
percent only as a result of a widespread mood. Where 
will that lead? Perhaps here, as in America, we will stop 
electing programs and start electing people, stars.” 


Corny Littmann, former GAL'er and head of the Tivoli 
and Schmidt Theater on the Reeperbahn, says: “The 
whole thing is a hot air balloon, which will soon burst.” 


Heitmann Presidency Assailed as Expedient 
YJENO897A Hamburg DIE ZEIT in German No 39. 
24 Sep 93 pl 


[Commentary by Robert Leicht: “Not This Way—And 
Not Him, Consensus-President or Conflict-President: 
Steffen Heitmann Could Not Have a Conciliatory 
Impact"] 


Text] Now the search for a successor to President 

ichard von Weizsaecker is on in earnest. Ever since 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher took himself out of the running 
on 20 September there is no serious contender left who 








- GERMANY 


could count on obtaiming a sizable majority merely by 
throwing hres hat im the ring. 


way—even 
possibie after all to live with conservative views. It is the 
superficial and embarrassing. 


a Program™ by Brigitte Seebacher-Brandt which 
appeared in the FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE 
newspaper. “If a reconciliation needs to be 


the President, from the position of the neutral power 
That is neither what the office is about, nor what it can 
withstand. 


disputes conflicts and to represent the nation; in 
other words to serve as the one institution at least which 
brings the political opponents and the nation itself 
together. Those who wish to “break debates open” like 
Heitmann (about foreigners, women and the Nazi past) 
at the risk of “being called on certain carpets” are 
welcome in the arena of political ideas—but not in Villa 
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von Weizsaecker often enough but may not have realized 
that this very head of state, if anything, stabilized his 
position as head of government. Someone like Steffen 
Heitmann, however, who came into office solely as 
Kohl's man would carry absolutely no weight of his 
own—to the detriment of the chancellor, to say nothing 
of the republic as a whole. 


It is true enough that the republic needs reconciliation 
between East and West as well as between West and East. 
It makes no difference which part of Germany the 
president comes from. For that matter, in some way, it 
does not even make a difference whether his views are 
those of a conservative, a liberal, or a leftist generally 
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speaking. The only thing that counts is what he takes his 
job to be and how he views himself. It would be a 
macabre joke, if a man were elected on the basis of the 
ritual formula “it has to be an eastern German” (because 
of the need for consensus) who is not interested in that 
very goal, i.e. consensus. 


In a word, the search is on in earnest now. A large share 
of the repsonsibility is now borne by the FDP which 
must tip the balance. To be sure, the best solution would 
be if Heitmann would heed the signs of the times even 
before the CDU/CSU does and follow Genscher's 
example and bow out. 
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Government, Officials Comment on Nuclear Test 


Government Issues Communique 
AU0610122593 Paris AFP in English 1158 GMT 6 Oct 93 


{Text} Paris, Oct 6 (AFP)}—A nuclear test carried out by 
China on Tuesday [5 October] has placed France “in a 
new situation” as far as concerns its moratorium on 
nuclear testing, the government said on Wednesday. 


An official communique said France would consult with 
the U.S., Russian and British governments, which are 
also observing a moratorium, to “examine the conse- 
quences” of the Chinese test. 


The communique, released simultaneously by the offices 
of President Francois Mitterrand and Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur, did not say if France was considering 
resuming nuclear testing, but said the Ministry of 
Defence was “using all means to maintain and develop 
France's technological capacity.” 


The communique reaffirmed France's policy of pos- 
sessing a “credible and sufficient” nuclear deterrent to 
protect its vital interests. 


The Chinese test broke a de facto moratorium observed 
since 1992 by all the five nuclear powers, and in some 
cases since 1991, that are members of the United 
Nations Security Council. 


Further on Communique 
LD0610125693 Paris France-2 Television Network in 
French 1200 GMT 6 Oct 93 


[Text] [Announcer] The usual cabinet meeting took 
place this morning in Elysee Palace. France's reaction to 
the Chinese nuclear test was particularly awaited. Let me 
remind you that yesterday the Americans spoke of a 
possible resumption of nuclear testing next year. What is 
being said in Paris? Here is Laurent Boussie speaking to 
us live from Matignon [prime minister's office]: 


[Boussier] Yes, we have just received a communique, a 
communique that came from both Elysee Palace and 
Matignon. This communique has four important points. 
The first is known: France wants to take part in the 
efforts to limit nuclear arms in the world. Clearly this is 
not new. Second, France wants to conserve a credible 
nuclear deterrent. This is not new, either. However, the 
third point is that the nuclear test carried out by the 
Chinese last night puts France and her allies in a new 
situation. The result is—and this is the fourth point that 
I am reading from the communique—permission is 
given to the foreign minister to contact the American, 
English {as heard], and Russian Governments to look 
into the consequences to be drawn from the nuclear test 
that China has just carried out. 
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[Announcer] Yes, so France is in a new situation. These 
are the very words of the communique that you have just 
quoted. What does this mean exac’'y? Will we follow the 
Americans or not? 


[Boussie] Well, it means that, for the moment, it ts 
important that we wait. In fact, going back to this tssue in 
the middle of a penod of cohabitation entails reopening 
debates that neither Matignon nor Elysee Palace want to 
oats, Lit ae Ree eee SS Se 
that this communique, the same onc, was 
aoeumedianintidioas entiianentaiens anh 
the engineers that take care of the French nuclear arsenal 
have confirmed that to wait a few years does not for the 
moment bring the credibility of the dissuasion into 
question. 


Mitterrand, Leotard Comment 


LD0610220693 Paris France-2 Television Network in 
French 1900 GMT 6 Oct 93 


[Excerpt] [Announcer Paul Amar] Now that eastern and 
western Europe are breathing again 2:‘er the dramatic 
events in Moscow, another fear is looming. As I told you 
yesterday, China has conducted a nuclear test, therefore, 
Beijing is not taking into account the truce observed by 
the club of nuclear powers. Bill Clinton reacted imme- 
diately by threatening to break this truce. This is not the 
opinion of Francois Mitterrand. who is still attached to 
the moratorium. Let us listen to the head of state before 
talking live with Defense Minister Francois Leotard: 


{Begin Mitterrand recording] We are consulting with the 
Americans, the British, and the Russians. We will make 
our decision at the end of these consultations, but | think 
we should remain cool. In the present situation and with 
the facts in my possession, | am not in favor of resuming 
nuclear tests. Of course, if other countries, like China, 
take this initiative, France would be forced to continue 
these tests in order to guarantee a sufficient level of its 
defense, but it will not give the signal. [end recording} 


[Amar] Now we turn to the defense minister, live from 
the ministry. Good evening, Francois Leotard. 


[Leotard] Good evening, Paul Amar. 


[Amar] Could we have an explanation of the French 
position [concerning China's resumption of nuclear 
testing]. | imagine that the government—Edouard Balla- 
dur, you, and the president—are in agreement? 


[Leotard] First, the suspension for more than a year of 
the tests has not so far affected in any way the efficiency 
of our current deterrent force. One should not give the 
impression that, as far as we and other countries are 
concerned, this suspension affects the deterrent capa- 
bility of the French force. What is more of a problem for 
us is if the Americans or the Russians acquire the 
simulation capability which would allow us—afiter a few 
blasts to obtain it—-to do without tests forever. But we 
have not reached this level yet. If we want to defend a 
deterrent force—-which I remind you is a peaceful force, 
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allowing us to guarantee the interests of France and 
peace—if we want to keep it and maintain its efficiency, 
we have to obtain the simulation capability quickly in 
order to maintain our weapons system. 


[Amar] Well, Francois Leotard, in order to understand 
what you are saying there are two aspects to your 
statement. There is a political aspect, which is the 
moratorium or the truce, and for the moment France is 
respecting the moratorium. In addition, there is a mili- 
tary aspect. When are you going to tell us when [nuclear] 
tests will be resumed? 


[Leotard] You know, we heard the news of the Chinese 
blast like the Americans and the Russians did. There has 
been a succession of unilateral Gecisions to stop the tests. 
First there was France, then the United States, then 
Russia and Britain. Now there has been a unilateral 
decision by China to conduct a test. What is France's 
attitude? The first condition for a resumption of tests is 
to examine the credibility of our force, the interests of 
our country, and the capability of France to protect its 
vital interests. We do not bargain over this with anyone. 
The French tradition since General de Gaulle, for 35 
years, has been to guarantee the autonomy of our deci- 
sion in this field. We rule out any possibility of calling 
this into question. That is what | say and this what | 
argue for. 


[Amar] The question is clear and is put to the defense 
minister: When will tests be resumed in order to perfect 
the French nuclear force? 


[Leotard] You have read the communique issued today 
by the president and the prime minister. This commu- 
nique asks, and this is what I do of course, to maintain 
the readiness of the French force of the Pacific for tests 
and the laboratories for preparing experiments. I do this 
because it is my job. At the appropriate moment, the 
French executive power—the president who, since 1958, 
since General de Gaulle, has signed the authorization of 
tests; the prime minister, and the government—would 
make the appropriate decision. But what is true, and I 
stress this because it is important that the French people 
know this, is that at the moment and taking into account 
the weapons in our possession, I say let us take time to 
think. [The matter does not need to be decided] by 
tomorrow or the next day. Again I say our deterrent force 
is not threatened by the suspension of tests. So this 
decision will be made in the coming months; and it will 
be made by the entire French executive. 


[Amar] Is the executive—consisting of the president, the 
prime minister, and the defence minister—exactly on the 
same wavelength? 

[Leotard] Since the president's decision in April—which 
he made by himself—we know his position, and we talk 
about it as our functions force us to do so. We do it as 
responsible people. So this decision will be made jointly 
at the appropriate moment. [passage omitted] 
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Mitterrand Views Russian, EC Events 


AU0710105593 Vienna DER STANDARD in German 
7 Oct 93 p 3 


{Report on interview with French President Francois 
Mitterrand by Stefan Braendle in Paris on 6 October: “l 
Am Coming to Vienna With Great Curiosity”] 


[Text] “The Russian Army had to intervene to settle the 
conflict in Moscow. There is a certain skepticism among 
the people, despite President Boris Yeltsin's efforts.” 
This is what the French president, who will officially 
visit Austria on 7 October, said about the violent events 
in Moscow in the Russian capital last weekend in a 
meeting with representatives of selected Austrian media 
in Paris on 6 October after having had a telephone 
conversation with Boris Yeltsin the same day. 


The president told DER STANDARD that Russia is 
currently passing through one of the last stages of a true 
revolution. The Soviet system has collapsed, and the 
Russian nations understandably are having great prob- 
lems in adjusting themselves to the new conditions, since 
they have not known individual liberties for 76 years. 


Russia Needs Time 


However, Russia is not yet mastering the democratic 
system that it has given itself. This problem “cannot be 
solved within a few months.” Mitterrand rejected the 
claim that the West has left the Russian -eformers alone. 
He said the European Community has given Russia $1 
billion in financial aid—more than any other country or 
group of countries. However, it took a long time for the 
funds to arrive—some of the aid still has not arrived. 
But: “The current transition system in Russia is still 
unable to profit from our aid in the best possible way. | 
think above all a good education and training of women 
and men is required to manage the new Russia, however, 
the necessary framework conditions for this have not yet 
been created. For two generations, people have known 
nothing about price formation and the functioning of 
trade. All this requires much time.” 


The oldest western head of state in office added, how- 
ever, that there is no reason to assume that one of the 
four nuclear states of the former Soviet Union (Russia, 
Ukraine, Kazakhstan, and Belarus) will make use of its 
nuclear potential. This is “not a problem that would 
currently give us trouble.” Nor should one get excited 
following the recent Chinese nuclear test. Mitterrand, 
whose proposal for a moratorium on nuclear tests has 
been observed since 1992, said the other nuclear powers 
are now discussing and coordinating their policies. He is 
personally opposed to the moratorium being lifted. 


Commenting on his upcoming visit to Austria, the 
president, who has been in office since 1981, said he is 
coming to Vienna “with great curiosity about Austria's 
great culture and ingeniousness.” He is happy about the 
invitation from President Klestil and about the “state of 
harmony” that now marks the good bilateral relations. 
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He says that “a number of circumstances” prevented 
him from coming to Vienna for |! years. 


Mitterrand commented in detail on Austria's fears in con- 
nection with EC membership. “Of course, every EC 
member keeps its national identity—nothing else would be 
conceivable. It is not desirable to suppress what constitutes 
a nation’s character. The Austrians will remain Austrians 
when and if they join the Community.” 

In addition, Austria will have other ecologically-minded 
partners in the European Community, and as for neu- 
trality, he can only cite the example of Ireland, which has 
maintained its neutral status. No country is forced to 
become a member of the Western European Union 
[WEU] (of nine EC member states, which is often 
described as the European pillar of NATO). 


Stronger EC 


Mitterrand added that the current EC crisis is a crisis of 
the whole West, and one must wait for an end to the 
recession to see the mood changing in favor of European 
Union and the Maastricht Treaties. The example of the 
former Yugoslavia shows that Europe needs a stronger 
EC. Mitterrand reiterated his idea of a European confed- 
eration (“It is not important what it is called”), so that all 
member states can find themselves in certain areas such 
as traffic or culture “at the same level.” He said: “Let us 


work together!” 


Concretely, the ministers concerned (economics, culture, 
industry, etc.) of all democratic governments should 
meet several times every year, and the heads of state and 
chiefs of government “at least once every year.” An 
important topic is the protection of minorities—a topic 
on which, at the suggestion of Mitterrand, the Council of 
Europe leaders will meet in Vienna on 8 and 9 October. 
Another Drama Would Be Added 


France suggests an arbitration court such as the one that 
has been set up in the former Yugoslavia at France's 
initiative. Even if minorities are to be protected, it is 
unacceptable for any small ethnic group—no matter how 
smalli—to form a separate sovereign state. Mitterrand 
says that the negotiations in Bosnia must be continued, 
because one cannot send armies there: “Otherwise, 
another drama would be added to the existing drama.” 


Further Mitterrand EC Comments 


AU0710071693 Vienna Oesterreich Eins Radio Network 
in German 1700 GMT 6 Oct 93 


[Report by Eva Twaroch] 


[Text] French President Mitterrand invited Austrian 
journalists at noon today to Madame de Pompadour’s 
salon, the former bedchamber of Louis XV's lover, to 
discuss bilateral relations between Austria and France in 
a historic environment on the eve of his official visit to 
Vienna; Mitterrand also commented on most recent 
international political events and developments. 
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Right at the beginning, the French head of state empha- 
sized the importance of the process of European unifi- 
cation and tried to disperse the reservations held by 
Austrian EC opponents in the wake of current entry 
negotiations. 

The objective of the EC is to link our countries together 
within the framework of a common market, and eco- 
nomic, political, and monetary union, Mitterrand stated. 
At the same time, each country has to preserve its 
national identity. There is no alternative to that. It would 
certainly not be desirable to try to erase the individual 
character and the specific features of the various peoples, 
Francois Mitterrand said, adding that he understood, 
however, the Austrians’ concern, because the French 
were initially also skeptical vis-a-vis the Maastricht 
Treaty. Much discussion will still be necessary, but the 
Austrians should by all means be aware of one thing, 
namely that Austria has values specific to it and will 
retain them. And we will all benefit from it, Mitterrand 
said, literally. 


The French president found unusually frank words 
regarding Austria’s neutrality in connection with the 
country’s EC ambitions. After all, there is also Ireland, 
which is neutral and an EC member country, Mitterrand 
said. Nobody is obliged to also join the Western Euro- 
pean Union [WEU]. This freedom will also remain 
embodied in the Maastricht Treaty, the president said. 


Francois Mitterrand arrived a little late for the meeting 
with the Austrian media representatives. The reason was 
a telephone conversation with Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin, reason enough for Mitterrand to reiterate 
France's support for Yeltsin's course—less than 48 hours 
after the quelling of the attempted coup in Moscow. 


Officials Comment on GATT Negotiations 


Balladur on U.S. ‘Duty’ 
AU0610131793 Paris AFP in English 1303 GMT 6 Oct 93 


[Text] Paris, Oct 6 (AFP)}—Reason should carry the day 
in GATT trade negotiations, French Prime Minister 
Edouard Ballacur told the Franco-American foundation 
here on Wednesday [6 October]. 


Baliadur said that reason should prevail in the negotia- 
tions to conclude the Uruguay Round of negotiations to 
reduce barriers to world trade under the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 


Efforts to reach an “imposed solution” would get 
nowhere, he said. 


France is objecting to the so-called Blair House agree- 
ment reached between the European Community (EC) 
and United States in November which averted U.S. 
sanctions against the community, and particularly 
France, for practices in the cereal sector judged improper 
by the GATT. 
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The Blair House agreement restricts subsidies for, and 
production of, cereals in the community and was seen as 
a key step towards conclusion of the GATT talks. 
Balladur said that “serious problems” remained in the 
GATT negotiations but that the EC and United States 
had a “duty” to solve them “by discussion by under- 
standing the political context.” 

Repeating the firm French line, he said that it had to be 
understood that “a country like France cannot agree to 
be subjected to constraints damaging its fundamental 
interests when other partners would not have to bear 
them.” 


recognise the EC as “a partner of equal powers.” It was 


There should be a strengthening of cooperation between 
the two sides of the Atlantic because “we know that 
Lo r differences benefit third parties and enable 
making the necessary concessions,” Bal- 


a 


Minister's Report ‘Conciliatory’ 
BR0610144593 Paris LIBERATION in French 6 Oct 93 
p 16 


[Article signed A.T.: “Gerard Longuet Takes Stock of 
GATT Negotiations; Industry Minister Conciliatory in 
National Assembly Yesterday—Too Much So for the 
Farmers Present™} 


[Text] It was his first report to the National Assembly on 
the GATT issue. His tone was measured. Gerard 
Longuet took stock of the current negotiations and more 
particularly of the agricultural agreement reached with 
Washington. But the industry minister began this first 
government report of the parliamentary session by citing 
the advantages that France could derive from an opening 
of world markets. This, to the astonishment of the 
leaders of two farmers’ unions invited to the session— 
among them the FNSEA [National Federation of 
Farmers’ Unions]. Next he said that France is unable on 
its own to win the trade battles that it is waging and that 
it therefore must “build alliances.” “The EC is a source 
of strength” for France, which represents only | percent 
of the world population and 6 percent of world trade, the 
minister said. Last, he carefully avoided mentioning the 
word “veto.” 


Through Sir Leon Brittan, Brussels has engaged in a 
difficult debate with Washington to try to reconcile 
France's political imperatives with observance of the 
Blair House draft agreement, which envisages a 21 
percent cut in subsidized exports. The government, 
which succeeded in securing some support from the 
Twelve on 20 September, is now treading cautiously. 
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Jean-Pierre Soisson, short-lived agriculture minister in 
the Beregovoy government, stressed the difficulties of 
the operation: “We all know now that there will be no 


These remarks—like those of Socialist Deputy Alain Le 
Vern, who accused the government of pursuing a “vague 
and irresponsible” a vigorous and 
irritated response fromm He accused the presi- 
dent of having yielded on the principle of reductions in 
subsidies to agriculture at the G-7 summit in Munich in 
July 1992. “It is your responsibility and we are inheriting 
it,” he told the Socialists. 


Outside the National Assembly, the farmers’ leaders who 
came to witness the defense of their interests expressed 
their disappointment “with the indifference” on the 
deputies’ part. They said they will await the meeting 
scheduled for 13 October between Sir Leon Brittan and 
Mickey Kantor, the European and American negotiators, 
respectively, before deciding on their strategy. 


Juppe Says No Change in Position 
LD0610204793 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 1800 GMT 6 Oct 93 


[Text] Alain Juppe was the star of the question session 
on current affairs at the National Assembly. Listening to 
Industry Minister Gerard Longuet yesterday, it seemed 
that France had somewhat relaxed its position towards 
the Americans in the GATT negotiations. Far from it: 
We are determined, France's position has not changed, 
Foreign Affairs Minister Alain Juppe told the deputies 
today. 


[Begin Juppe recording] We shouldn't reduce thh GATT 
debate to the agricultural question alone, however 
important, however essential it may be. There are many 
other difficulties on the path to an agreement. The steel 
issue has not been settled, the aeronautics issue has not 


tural exemption issue has not been 
dep eagunintion of wond toate hes ans bon costed 
What worries me, and I would like to say this quite 
clearly today before the National Assembly, is the fact 
that I do not see how, within the two months remaining 
until 15 December, we can solve all these difficulties. In 
such circumstances, one should not yield to the intellec- 
tual terrorism which they have tried to impose on us. 


I have heard it said that, if no agreement is reached on 15 
December, it will be a tragedy on a world scale. For 

sake, let us keep our heads. We still hope for an 
agreement, but if the conditions are not met for this 
agreement to be reached, it will not be concluded. What is 
the most reliable guarantee that we will hold firm? It is the 
fact that national cohesion fully backs the government, and 
I ask this assembly to support us in the resolute action we 
have undertaken with the Twelve and with the interna- 
tional community. [applause] [end recording] 
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Jack Lang Criticizes U.S. Stand 


BRO410154093 Paris LIBERATION in French 4 Oct 93 
pio 


[Report signed S. Pol.. “Jack Lang and GATT: “Culture 
and Agriculture are the Same Struggie”””] 


[Text] “No” to American diktats.” Interviewed yes- 
terday on TFI's [private TY station] “Sept sur Sept” 


deputy for the rural department of Loir et Cher, the 
mayor of Blois feels he has a sacred mission: To defend 
the notion of “cultural " and the interests of 
French agriculture, and “to unite with the president and 
the prime minister” in rejecting the GATT accords as 
they are now. 


To this end, Jack Lang expiained yesterday 





negotiations an atiempt by the United States to 
brandish “the food weapon and the audiovisual 








slogan: “Let us not sell our soul for a cup of soup.” 


Cabinet Discusses IMF, World Bank Meetings 


— Paris LE MONDE in French 1 Oct 93 
P 


{Unattributed report: “The Cabinet Communique”) 


Excerpts} The cabinet met at the Elysee on Wednesday, 

September, under the chairmanship of Francoise 
Mitterrand. At the end of the meeting, the prime minis- 
ter's press office issued a communique of which the 


following are the main extracts: [Passage omitted] 


The annual assemblies of the IMF and the World Bank 


The economy minister presented a report on the pro- 
ceedings of the annual assemblies of the IMF and the 
World Bank. 


1. The work of these assemblies related mainly to the 
measures likely to encourage economic recovery, espe- 
cially in Europe and Japan. Although the economic 
situation has improved in several regions of the world, 
this progress is still inadequate to give rise to a real 
improvement in the employment situation. 


2. Despite the good performances recorded in some 

developing countries, the poorest of them are still expe- 

niencing major problems. As a result, it has been decided 

~ — the Strengthened Structural Adjustment 
acility. 
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The number of states which, like France, are in favor of 
Seen S Cay Soe Ge See Se © 


een ll 6 Gece alee fn its foreign 

continent is now experiencing great 
go ES Se Se een oe ae Se 
four principles: confidence, stability, the obliga- 
iin of edie alin, on Galion. 


1. Relations between France and the African states will 


fi 


ship, our country intends to continue to show its soli- 
darity toward Africa. France in particular maintains the 
level of its state aid, despite a difficult budget situation 
and at a time when the efforts of many states are being 
reduced. 


2. Most of the African states are involved in the democ- 
ratization of their institutions. France is giving them its 
support in this path to help them build a new rule-of-law 
state with stability. 

3. Our development aid policy sets itself an obligation to 
produce results. Effective use of public aid will make it 
possible to achieve this. Priority will be given to produc- 
tive investments, to agriculture, to public health, and to 
training. 

4. France encourages the African states to reestablish 
dialogue with the international financial community. 
For this it is necesary for them to control their public 
finances better. This will increase the effectiveness of 


development aid. 
— Says 32-Hour Work Week Means Wage 
uts 


BRO410162093 Paris LE QUOTIDIEN DE PARIS in 
French 2-3 Oct 93 p 3 


[Unattributed report on Prime Minister Edouard Balla- 
dur’s | October news conference in Doubs Department: 
“Balladur Does Not Allow Himself To Be Outmanev- 
vered Over 32-Hour Working Week”} 


[Text] Given the widespread support for a substantive 
reduction in the legal working time, the prime minister 
made himself quite clear while saying that he was open to 
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negotiations: There will not be any such reduction 
without wage cuts; it will be up to the social partners to 
The prime minister said Friday [1 October] that “if 
people want the reduction of the working week to create 
new jobs,” it must “necessarily be accompanied by a 
revision of wages.” 

“There is no question of an authoritarian decision in this 
regard,” and “we cannot repeat the mistakes of the 
past,” the prime minister said, when asked about the 
amendment to the Giraud plan submitted by RPR [Rally 
for the Republic] Deputy for Vienne Jean-Yves Cha- 
mard to make it possible to experiment with a 32-hour 
working week. 

The prime minister, who held a news conference at the 
Doubs regional council, said that, “if necessary,” he will 
organize “another consultative meeting” with deputies 
in this connection before the end of the parliamentary 
session. 


“This is such a difficult issue that nobody can lay claim 
to sole possession of the truth,” he said, in connection 
with the recent demands by UDF [Union for Democ- 
racy] and RPR representatives for a reduction of 
working hours to combat unemployment. This solution 
was previously put forward by former Prime Minister 
Pierre Beregovoy, among others. At that time it 
prompted criticism from the whole of the RPR and the 
UDF, including Mr. Balladur himself. 


“I am open to experiments,” and “for our part, we want 
to permit flexibility through negotiations. Some matters 
are the state's responsibility, while others are the respon- 
sibility of the social partners. The state must allow them 
to negotiate among themselves,” the prime minister 
added. 


Balladur said “the government has used, is using, and 
will continue to use all the means at its disposal to 
support economic activity,” adding that he ts not “seek- 
ing automatic and principled approval.” He stressed that 
the government “opted once and for all to tackle the 
country’s problems resolutely and moderately, rather 
than to become bogged down in sterile, purely political 
debates.” 


Earlier in the day, in the neighboring Department of 
Haute Saone, Mr. Balladur received an enthusiastic 
tribute from Christian Bergelin, leader of the regional 
council, who hailed the prime minister's “integrity, 
truthfulness” and “desire for reform.” He added that 
“these qualities as well as the prime minister's expertise 
guarantee durable action.” 


The prime minister visited these two departments to 
support the local initiatives to combat unemployment. 


Having visited a small food production concern in the 
early morning, Edouard Balladur signed with the RPR 
leader of the Haute Saone regional council an agreement 
to finance 1,000 homes, through an investment worth 25 


FRANCE 43 


million francs [Fr]. This measure was accompanied by 
an agreement with the construction industry to permit 
the employment of 100 apprentices. 


A few hours later Edouard Balladur, in the neighboring 
Department of Doubs, hailed the initiative adopted by 
Georges Gruillot, RPR leader of the regional council, 
who has drawn up a recovery plan launched in the spring 
following the Balladur plan to support the economy. 
Thanks to a Fri20 million loan and by increasing 
incentives through bonuses allocated to municipalities, 
the regional council should also generate almost Fr460 
million in spending in the BTP [building and public 
works] sector in 1993. 


National Assembly Debates Employment 
PM05 10080293 Paris LE MONDE in French 30 Sep 93 
pps-9 


[Frederic Bobin report: “Prime Minister Says He Is 
Ready To Study UDF and RPR Deputies’ Proposals on 
Employment” ] 


[Text] On Tuesday, 28 September, the deputies started 
to examine the five-year bill on employment presented 
by Michel Giraud, minister of labor, employment, and 
vocational training. In a speech outlining the govern- 
ment's policy, Edouard Balladur explained that “it is 
primarily in the social sphere that we must implement 
the new French example.” The prime minister said he 
was prepared to “examine in the most favorable spirit” 
the amendments presented by the deputies. The opposi- 
tion's two procedure motions, one defended by Laurent 
Fabius (Socialist Party [PSF] Seine-Maritime), the other 
by Alain Bocquet, leader of the Communist group, were 
submitted by the Assembly to a personal public vote. 


It was, above all, a speech about methods, without 
lyricism or grandiloquence, but with the rather worried 
gravity of a prime minister anxious to justify his 
approach to the issue on which he will be judged. His 
speech made little reference to recipes for employment. 
Edouard Balladur left it to Labor Minister Michel 
Giraud to detail the potions concocted by the govern- 
ment. He took on the task of enlightening deputies about 
the state of mind in which he is approaching the fight 
against what he called “phenomena of exclusion which 
are harsh blows against national cohesion.” 


The first principle of this method is humility. “The 
government is not arrogant enough to claim,” the prime 
minister stated “that it holds the ultimate key to the 
problem of unemployment with which we will probably 
have to live for years to come.” At most, his “ambition” 
is to stop the slide, to “break this vicious circle in which 
unemployment leads to an increase in the cost of easing 
its effects, and in which this incease leads in turn to the 


aggravation of unemployment.” 
The second virtue which Mr. Balladur claims is that of 


understanding. Has his plan raised criticisms? These, he 
stressed, are “understandable” and “worthy of respect.” 
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“I understand this impatience,” he stressed, referring to 
the uncertainties being experienced by the parliarnentary 
majority. He said he is “prepared to examine in the most 
favorable spirit all the amendments.... whether they 
relate to the job creation schemes, specific provisions for 
young graduates, or to the organization of vocational 
training.” 


This leads on to the third concern which he highlighted: 
Social dialogue. Referring to the drafting of the five-year 
bill on social security, which is to be submitted to 
parliament in spring !994, he strongly emphasized he 
need for consultation. “Of course, my aim is not to force 
the trade union and professional organizations to sign 
some kind of ‘social pact’ with the government,” Mr. 
Balladur explained. “In our country as it is, that would 
be a futile exercise. Each of the trade union and profes- 
sional organizations has its convictions, it traditions, 
which are all equally worthy of respect.” 


“But our concept of the Republic,” he continued, “gives 
us a duty: that of remaining open to others, attentive to 
all proposals, from whatever source.” “That is why,” he 
explained, “I will always be open to the essential consul- 
tations, without any partisan spirit, and with a desire for 
tolerance and respect for others.” According to him, “the 
restoration of social dialogue...is the cornerstone of this 
policy.” He said in passing that his government could 
not be one of social revenge because “each time in 
history that France has been governed by one social class 
against another or for certain interests against others, it 
has gone astray.” 


This is therefore the method he will use, with the 
ultimate aim of “more effectively guaranteeing the 
essential solidarities of our society.” This is the key to 
“Balladurism,” the philosophy of which was unveiled by 
the prime minister in his general policy statement in 
early April. “It is primarily in the social sphere that we 
must implement the new French example which | ear- 
nestly desire,” he stressed. “We must find remedies 
without delay to the ills which threaten to rend the social 
fabric of the nation: injustice, inequality, insecurity, and 
exclusion.” 


The deputies applauded this eulogy to dialogue and con- 
sultation politely, but the “impatience” mentioned by Mr. 
Balladur was nonetheless palpable on the majority 
benches. It was expressed bluntly by Michel Pericard 
(Rally for the Republic), chairman of the Cultural, Social, 
and Family Affairs Commission. While stating that the 
majority deputies “will not use” their “support” for the 
government as a “bargaining counter,” Mr. Pericard reaf- 
firmed that Mr. Giraud’s bill did “not originally receive a 
very enthusiastic welcome,” because the deputies thought 
that “something else was still needed to end this intoler- 
able scourge of unemployment.” “We do not think it is 
enough to improve the law,” Mr. Pericard explained. “We 
must radically change our mentality.” According to him, 
“if this text is a five-year law, it is not an adequate law for 
the next five years.” 
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Herve Novelli (Union for French Democracy, Indre- 
et-Loire), the extremely liberal keynote speaker for the 
Production and Trade Commission, was less subtle and 
openly expressed regret at the bill's “limits” and lack of 
“ambition.” He expressed reservations in particular about 
the fact that the text which is the product of a “compro- 
mise....between social partners,” was unable to opt for 
“radical changes” or for “the boldness required by the 
gravity of our situation.” “After the ‘glorious 30,” I think 
the time has now come to ask what a social achievement 
is,” he continued. “Is it still possible to talk of social 
achievements while keeping the unemployment, those on 
the fringes of society and those excluded from it in a 
virtual ghetto?” Calling for more “ambition” in easing 
social costs and demanding a study of the impact in the 
employment sphere of the “elimination of the many 
contributions asked of enterprises” (construction, trans- 
portation, apprenticeship tax, and so forth), Mr. Novelli 
said that “we must draw up...the overall plan we lack,” 
immediately after the “major political date of 1995.” 


The labor minister answered him implicitly when he 
admitted that one of the aims of his bill is to “liberate the 
enterprise from some of the burdens which are stifling it, 
deprivisg it of the air it needs for its development and 
the development of employment.” But although the state 
must “break the stranglehold,” Mr. Giraud called on the 
“protagonists” to accept “their responsibilities.” “It is 
up to the enterprises 10 make proposals,” he said, “and 
to the employees to aspire to employment in exchange 
for the flexibility granted!” Regretting the use of redun- 
dancy as an “easy solution,” the minister proposed 
replacing this “external flexibility” with “internal flexi- 
bility” within the enterprise, especially by reforming the 
organization of labor. 


Speaking on behalf of the Socialists, Laurent Fabius 
(Seine-Maritime) upheld the argument of unacceptabil- 
ity, trying to demonstrate that the text is unconstitu- 
tional. “Your five-year law on employment, | fear, has 
every chance of failing to create jobs,” he said. Con- 
demning “the systematic reduction of costs,” Mr. Fabius 
explained that this “implementation of liberal theory- 
....would ultimately lead to bringing the French people's 
salaries and their social security into line with that of 
developing countries.” He also described as “dangerous” 
the “general concept that salaries and social rights are a 
curb on economic activity” whereas, according to him, 
“the French economy needs the support of demand.” 


According to the former prime minister, this bill is “a 
law of resignation for some and a law of regression for 
others, and a law of deception for all.” “When the 
outlook is bleak,” he warned, “when the system is both 
omnipotent and impossible to improve, the door opens 
to extreme solutions, and to personal adventures which 
await some people outside this Assembly.” Mr. Fabius’ 
motion, which was submitted to a public vote according 
to the new system of personal voting desired by National 
Assembly Speaker Philippe Seguin, was rejected by 210 
votes to 73, amid a fine uproar on the majority benches. 
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The Communist group defended the preliminary ques- 
tron—intended to show that a debate was not in order— 
through its chairman Alain Bocquet. “Have you seen the 
distress on the faces of the men standing in line at the soup 
kitchens—men who do not even feel that they are still 
regarded as human beings?” he asked Mr. Giraud. “Do 
you know how a mother feels when her refrigerator is 
empty and when she has to beg her neighbors for a liter of 
milk and a crust of bread?” The deputy for the north, for 
whom the film “Germinal” is “very topical,” drew upon 
the black legend of exploitation over the ages to condemn 
the measures of the government bill one by one. 


What about the introduction of the service ticket which 
reimburses individuals for services? “This is the modern 
form of the slave market, free service for employers,” 
Mr. Bocquet said. What about the incentives given to 
groups of employers? “It is,” he said, “the modern 
version of the employee used as a drudge, in other words 
a step back of at least 50 years.” What about taking 
14-year olds into preparatory classes for apprenticeship? 
“This provision is contrary to the rights of children, 
recognized by the UN Charter, which France has 
signed,” he stated. The Assembly was unmoved by these 
historical analogies because it rejected Mr. Bocquet’s 
motion by 175 votes to 58. 


Prime Minister Addresses UDF Conference 
93ES1030B Paris LE MONDE in French 22 Sep 93 p 7 


[Article by Gilles Paris: “Mr. Balladur Calls on UDF To 
Respect Urgent Need for Majority Unity”) 


[Text] Speaking to the centrist and liberal parliamentarians. 


On Monday, 20 September, Edouard Balladur spoke to 
the UDF [Union for French Democracy] parliamentar- 
ians who were meeting in Issy-les-Moulineaux, Hauts- 
de-Seine, for their traditional seminar prior to the autumn 
session. The prime minister urged the second component 
in the majority to contemplate the virtues of unity which 
he said were demonstrated by the partial legislative elec- 
tion in Loire-Atlantique. He also asked them to refrain 
from “worrying the citizens of France” by showing 
untimely zeal for reform less than two years prior to the 
end of the presidential term. 


This was scheduled to be a UDF parliamentary seminar. 
In fact, it was a Balladur seminar. Prior to the arrival of 
the prime minister late in the morning, the debates had 
been marked by some acid remarks directed against 
Minister of Economy and Finance Edmond Alphandery. 
His assertion that “this government should please the 
UDF because it is a reform government” provoked a 
catty response from Francois d’Aubert (Mayenne) who 
said that “it is fortunate, indeed miraculous, that with 
three million unemployed there has been no trouble.” 


Francis Delattre (Val-d'Oise), persuaded that “we will be 
treating the 4 million unemployed in cavalier fashion if 
nothing is done about the interest rates,” and Jacques 
Barrot (Haute-Loire), president of the Assembly Finance 
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Commission, very diplomatically expressed regret in this 
connection about “the gap between what the government 
says and what one sees being done in the field.” They 
served, in their turn, to demonstrate the principle of 
majority recrimination against its government. Then 
came Mr. Balladur, accompanied by Bernard Pons, pres- 
ident of the RPR [Rally for the Republic] group in the 
Assembly, and Roger Romani, the minister delegate of 
relations with the Senate. After praising “President Gis- 
card d’Estaing and the principal leaders” of the UDF very 
briefly, the prime minister spoke first about the work 
undertaken in the course of recent months. “What gov- 
ernment has done as much in six months?” he asked. He 
talked at length about “the success of the major loan.” “I 
remind you,” he emphasized, “that this was the largest in 
our financial history.” He admitied that “some results 
were achieved while many others have not been as yet.” 
“We have chosen to view these results within the perspec- 
tive of a five-year period. No one is unaware that the end 
of some political terms will come before the end of that 
period. Those who are saying nothing about this matter 
are not the individuals least concerned about it. For all 
that, the urgent need for reform has led the government to 
adopt measures as of the present that cannot produce their 
full effects except as the years go by.” 


Having thus succinctly marked out the course for the 
economic aid social future, Mr. Balladur went on to 
discuss the question of their political results. “Divided, 
we will fall, but united, we can win,” he stressed. 
“Saint-Nazaire should be seen as a test of the favor and 
popularity enjoyed by the government. Well, the test 
results are positive. Let everyone learn the lesson it has 
to teach for today and for tomorrow! Would we be able 
to govern and to act in any way other than jointly? You 
know, as I know, that the people of France who support 
us would not understand that.” The prime minister then 
ticked off, one by one, the items on a very exhaustive list 
of unification issues for thy RPR and the UDF. Eco- 
nomic and social policy, the Sattle against unemploy- 
ment, management of the territory, defense of the inter- 
ests of France, the concept of Europe, defense, and 
French society—nothing escaped Mr. Balladur's zeal for 
unity, while Mr. Giscard d’Estaing sat silent in his chair. 


“We should use the European elections,” the prime min- 
ister went on to say, “as an opportunity for us to prove to 
our voters that they were right to trust that we would 
remain united. If we are united in the Cabinet and united 
in the Parliament, how could we explain ourselves to the 
voters if we did not adopt the same approach regarding the 
policy to be pursued on European issues? |, for my part, 
believe that nothing could justify that.” Looking even 
beyond the end of this period, the prime minister reaf- 
firmed his conviction that while the UDF and the RPR 
“have different histories...on many points...they have a 
common future.” 
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and the UDF group. “I am entirely open to discussion 
(...), but let me tell you, the meaning of words anc the 
the 


employment (LE MONDE, 16 September) (Charles Mil- 
ton, the president of the group, has denounced its 
timidity On numerous occasions) “not to upset the 
people of France by excessively drastic changes, or those 
the efficiency of which has no. been demonstrated.” 


A ‘Psychological 49-3" 


The UDF deputies remained affected by this “psycho- 
logical 49-3,” as Jean-Jacques Hyesit (Seine-ct-Marne) 
phrased it, for a good part of the seminar, although the 
roundtable discussion on employment during the after- 
noon was again marked by criticism of the lack of 
boldness in the draft five-year law. “The five-year period 
simply means this: ‘Don’t judge us in 1995 because we 
will have only just begun to deal with a difficult issuc." 
But what a lack of boldness, what a retreat!” Francis 
Delattre stormed. 


“If this does no good, at least we can be sure that it does 
no evil,’ Claude Malhuret (Allier) commented ironi- 
cally. The mayor of Vichy also had occasion to test the 
solidity of Mr. Balladur’s cabinet when his proposal for 
the redistribution of labor provoked a sharp call to order 
from Minister of Enterprise, Industrial Development, 
Small and Medium Development Alain Madelin, who 
dismissed this “utopia” with a wave of the hand. “We do 
not have the right to say that discussion should not take 
place. We do have a little right to a utopia!” Mr. Vasseur 
retorted with irritation. 

For all of this, the very firm statement by Mr. Balladur 
failed to erode the confidence he inspires in the ranks of 
the UDF. Jose Rossi (Corse~<iu-Sud) explained it. “What 
would you expect? The deputies know that there will not 
be any results for a considerable time. For the present, 
therefore, they will stand by Balladur. He is their only 
umbrella.” There are very few, in fact, who are willing to 
venture out without this cover. 


Unemployment Showed Slight Increase in August 
PM05 10081293 Paris LE MONDE in French 1 Oct 93 
pis 


[Alain Lebaube report: “Unemployment Is Not Disarm- 
ing”) 

[Text] With 3,215,800 people looking for work—figures 
adjusted to take account of seasonal variations— 
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unemployment increased slightly by 0.1 percent in 
August (in other words an increase of 4,000), according 
to the figures published on Wednesday, 29 September, 
by the Labor Ministry. According to the criteria of the 
International Labor Office, the unemployment rate 
remains fixed at 11.7 percent of the working population. 
On the other hand, the increase observed in gross figures 
continues to be considerable. After the additional 
106,000 unemployed registered in July, 91,000 addi- 
tonal unemployed were registered in August (an 
increase of 2.9 percent), which brings the total number to 
a historic new record of 3,200,400. 


What a communique issued by the Labor Ministry calls 
a “pause” should not give rise to any illusions. The rate 
of the increase is still high (up 10.6 percent in a year, in 
other words an additional 307,300). The activity of the 
labor market and the National Employment Agency 
[ANPE] slows down at this time of the year. But, above 
all, for the first time since 1984, the three summer 
months—June, July, and Augusi—are ending without 
any monthly drop being observed. 


All the following figures confirm the serious nature of the 
situation. In a year, the monthly volume of new arrivals 
at the ANPE is up by 0.3 percent, mainly as a result of 
redundancies for economic reasons (up 22.1 percent) 
and initial registrations of young people (up 11.9 per- 
cent). More worrying, still compared with last year, is the 
fact that the number of people taken off the list has fallen 
by 15.7 percent, with the number of people finding jobs 
falling (down 8.7 percent) and with people registering for 
courses falling (down 7.8 percent). 


In all age groups, men are more affected than women and 
the proportion of young people without a job is 
increasing. Although the average length of unemploy- 
ment (357 days) is down 12 days over August 1992, it 
must be remembered that in the intervening period 
operation “900,000 long-term unemployed” launched by 
Pierre Beregovoy was introduced. Moreover, there are 
now | million people looking for employment who have 
been registered for more than a year (up |.5 percent ina 
month, up 9.4 percent in a year), of which a growing 
number are less than 25 years old. 


Economic activity, which slowed down during the 
summer vacation period, has a marked influence on 
these results. Of course, the rate of job losses dropped 
during that month, but at the same time job offers 
registered in August (96,500) fell by 4 percent compared 
with last year. Whereas 48 percent of them were fixed- 
term contracts in August 1992, the proportion is now 60 
percent. The volume of days of partial unemployment 
has soared. Estimated at 2.8 million, it has increased by 
18.8 percent in a month and by 204.5 percent in a year. 
Judging from of the avalanche of industrial plans which 
we have seen since the beginning of September, the worst 
iS yet to come. 
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Banking, Insurance Leadership Changes 
93ESIOIOA Paris LIBERATION in French !3 Sep 93 
pis 


[Article by R.L.B. and L. Ma: “Matignon Begins a Big 
Game of Musical Chairs”) 


National. 


of the Treasury. Finally, Patrice Vial should fill the latter 
post next week, heading Edmond Alphandery’s staff. 


In other words, there are no surprises in these appoint- 


ship w 

dur's chief of staff at Finance (see 
thy hah A Amy fa 
of France. Furthermore, it had long been expected that 
his protege and former right hand a’ Treasury, Christian 
Noyer, would succeed him after doing service on a 
Cabinet staff. Finally, Vial was Balladur’s charge de 
mission from 1986 to 1987 before serving as director of 
Social Security until 1992. 


However, another game of musical chairs whose players 
have not been definitively will make far bigger 
waves because, in the weeks ahead, it could mean new 
presidents for some of the most important government 
institutions: the UAP, Credit Lyonnais, and perhaps 
Credit National. 


The government has so far acted with the greatest 
circumspection in this area. Within the framework of 
“smooth” cohabitation, it has been careful to do nothing 
that might resemble a witch hunt. ELF [Gasoline and 
Lubricants Company of France] boss Loik Le Floch- 
Prigent, Chevenement's former chief of staff, was cased 


FRANCE 


4 


out @i summer's cnd, bul carc was taken to find him a 
respectable place to land: the presidency of the French 
Gas Company. 


However, this time the game gets inckier because the 
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now 
expected to “do another job” on him by dispatching him 
from his current post as president of UAP. However, in 
order to sweeten the pill, Peyrelevade will reportedly be 
Tancs ththents tok ob Gs taod of Cutt Loman 
even if he is not very eager about it. 


Trichet, Noyer Biographic Information 
93ESI012A Paris LES ECHOS in French 13 Sep 93 p 4 


Article by Emile Favard: “Trichet, Governor of the 
of France; Noyer, Director of the Treasury™] 


[Text] Today, the Cabinet will proceed to name Jean- 
Trichet as governor of the Bank of France and 
Christian Noyer as director of the Treasury. 


As governor of the Bank of France, he will be called upon 
ee ee ee a 
It is a reform that many observers consider “tailor 

made” for the man who has served 8 director of the 
Treasury since 1987. Christian Noyer will now replace 
him in this post. 
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Previously serving as chief of siaff for Minister of 
Economy Edmond Alphandery, Noyer is well- 


cepeentenh chen taughn thn groan ote te of 


“His staffs adore him” because he lets them in on things, 
French Embassy in Washington, the ins-and-outs of IMF 


and if they agree, ‘Go for it!” In swch cases, JCT 
[Trichet] follows the formula, “I would suggest, Mr. 
Minister,” and proceeds to develop a clear but strong 
line of reasoning. Treasury officials deny, somewhat 
vehemently, exercising any power: “Yes, it is true that 
we draft proposals, and it is also true that we implement 
them, but in the end, the final decision comes from the 


government.” 


Moderator of Tension 


cea te ae eee 
spoke of the statue of Galatea: with admiration: “A 
brain,” he says, “attentive to international as well as 
domestic matters, large and small, financial as well as 
industrial affairs, with the multiple neurons and syn- 
apses that create this extraordinary collective opera- 
tion.” JCT lives his dossiers as others breathe: without 
stopping. On the GLAM [Ministerial Air Liaison Group] 
plane bringing back the negotiators of the Brussels mon- 
etary agreement, Jacques de Larosiere passed on the 
jurcrest anecdotes of the discussion. Alphandery laughed 
out loud, everyone felt the need to “let his hair down,” 
all except JCT, that is. Wearing his half spectacles, he 
was wading through a stack of long-term graphics, 
already looking to the future. 


before settling on the ENA [National School of Admin- 
he even worked for a consulting firm in order to finish 


Woods monetary system collapsed, secretary genera! of 
CIASI (Interministerial Committee for the Development 
of Industrial Structures) in the carly days of the major 
business reorganizations, an adviser to the Elysee 
— of the president of the Republic] for energy. 

, and research at the time of the second oil crisis, 
chief of international affairs at the Treasury when the 
financial bomb went off in Mexico, and the No. | man at 
the Treasury during the repeated attacks on the franc. 
This confrontation with events has caused him to take a 
relative view of theories and abstract concepts. 


Balladur's Right-Hand Man in 1986 


Trichet worked for Monory at Rivoli—‘“a bold man”— 
and served on Giscard’s staff—“he was curious about 
everything.” He was Balladur's right-hand man at 
Finance during the first cohabitation. The privatiza- 
tions, unfreezing of prices, the end of control over 
and credit all left him with a feeling of intense 
work. He acquired special notoriety on the interr*tional 
scene, came to know all the capitals: Tehrar — 
Tokyo, Singapore. Along with Jacques 
launched EBRD. Two years ago, he received .. wo 
awarded to the best international economic and finan. 
official by the G7? Council, a group of leading world 
experts. “You could not get around him; his guidelines 
have taken on the force of decisions,” says one “pillar” 
of Bercy, a judgment that is a compliment. 
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Regulations and Relations with 
then moved up to loans at the Treasury, insurance and 
credit, multilateral international affairs, and the direc- 


Noyer likes “the kind of staff where strategies . 
bal i of issues, 


convincing. His last two directors taught him a great 
deal: “Jean-Claude Trichet, with his fantastic strength of 
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firmness wrapped in kindness.” 


Noyer could very casily get weak in the knees as he gets 


ready to take “command of this admirable ship,” mainly 
impressed by the international standing of his predeces- 


He saw the Barnes Foundation collection ai 2 private 
viewing at Orsay (at 10:30 at might’) and will return. 


Taste for Government 


To hear him talk, one would think life is a 
river. His father was a high-ranking official 


peaceful 
him, a 


“Authority does not stem from a show of brute force. but 
from the technical quality of one’s work and the respect 


defends a proposal more than from how hard 
pounds.” He is a real treasure. 
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entire class, moreover. There he was with Francois 
d’Aubert (UDF), Jean-Louis Bianco (PS [Socialist 
Party]), and the future highways boss, Miche! Bon, to 
whom he jokingly confided that his ambition was one 
day to become director of the Treasury, then governor of 
the Bank of France! 


And yet, Trichet has visibly never liked to talk about that 
past tinged with 1968, as if his earliest inclinations were 
now so remote that it is useless even to bring them up. 


What is certain, at any rate, is that Trichet forgot his first 
loves very quickly. When, upon the recommendation of 
Michel Pebereau, current head of the BNP [National 
Bank of Paris}, the general secretary of CIASI [Intermin- 
isterial Committee for the Development of Industrial 
Structures] (the forerunner of CIRI [Interministerial 
Committee for Industrial Reorganizations], the public 
agency responsible for industrial reorganizations), he 
was exposed to reality, and he began to see the market 
economy as the only possible model. This realization 
made him turn his back on the common program once 
and for all. Spotted by Jean Francois-Poncet, then sec- 
retary general of the Elysee [offices of the president of 
the Republic], the young finance inspector joined Valery 
Giscard d’Estaing’s presidential staff in 1976 without a 
qualm (in charge of energy, industry, and research), after 
serving briefly on the staff of Finance Minister Rene 
Monory. 


Even if he did not know Giscard d’Estaing personally 
when he joined his team, he visibly took to politics. The 
1981 defeat affected him, believing, as he did, that 
public opinion had treated the Giscardian administra- 
tion unfairly. This was unquestionably the only period of 
his life when he was nearly tempted to give up, abandon 
high public office, and return to the private sector. 


But he did not make that choice, and his astonishing 
career began, first as adviser to Beregovoy, then Balla- 
dur, and on and on, for over ten years. Becoming a 
Treasury official in 1981, it was in fact Pierre Beregovoy 
who five years later named him head of the Department 
of International Relations, virtually the No. 2 man in 
that prestigious institution. He has ever since been 
fascinated by financial affairs in the Third World and 
with true passion pilots the so-called “Paris Club,” 
through which creditor industrial countries reschedule 
the debts of countries in critical situations. When 
Edouard Balladur took over the reins of the Finance 
Ministry in 1986, Trichet became his chief of staff on the 
recommendation of the very Chiraquian Jacques Fried- 
mann. He returned to the Treasury in August 1987, but 
as director this time, a post in which he was first 
confirmed by Beregovoy when he returned to head that 
same ministry, then Michel Sapin. 


For anyone but Jean-Claude Trichet, one would say that 
a high official capable of such gymnastics is definitely 
light on his feet, but such is not the case. He is obviously 
loyal, but before carrying out orders, he is also capable of 


putting up Opposition or, at any rate, arguing. In his 
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opinion, “saying what you think” is one of the sacred 
duties of any Treasury official, along with almost mili- 
tary obedience tu the minister once a decision has been 
made. When, after the cohabitation, Beregovoy returned 
to Bercy [Ministry of Treasury], the two men, who would 
have to work together once again, laid their cards on the 
table. “You can replace me,” Trichet said, “but if you do 
not, you will have to accept me as I am.” “Bere” agreed 
and the team worked perfectly. 


Almost without a hitch, Bere even asked him to help him 
out of the political and financial mess of the General 
Company affair. The only (tiny) incident between the 
two: a chance for a small reduction in interest rates 
missed. At the end of July 1990, ail of Bercy, the 
Ministry of Finance, and the Bank of France actually 
favored lowering rates. All of Bercy, but not Trichet, who 
stood firm: “We have to wait another week, Mr. Minis- 
ter.” When Iraq invaded Kuwait, lowering the rates 
became impossible. 

If a team made up of a liberal Treasury director and a 
Socialist minister worked, it was also and mainly 
because political lines were beginning to blur by the mid 
1980’s. Who should be credited with sponsoring the first 
frankly liberal economic guidelines implemented in 
France? The right, thrilled by the Reagan-Thatcher expe- 
rience? Or the left, which suddenly worshipped the 
market with the faith of the newly converted? 


Driving Force in Advancing Liberal Positions 


Trichet was a driving force in the progress made by 
liberal positions in France, in the cult of the strong franc, 
which began in 1985, even if, as Michel Sapin insists, 
“saying that the Treasury is at the root of the policy of 
monetary stability is absurd. From the very outset, that 
was a major political decision made in 1983. After all, it 
was not Jean-Claude Trichet who chose to build Europe! 
However, the Treasury totally integrated that choice and 
it has become a profound and lasting culture.” 


Trichet has not shifted with the political winds. Ever 
since his time with CIASI, his affinities have remained 
the same: liberal, pro-European right. On economic 
issues, his convictions are close to the most conventional 
positions, those that one can read in IMF or OECD 
reports (on the cost of labor, for example, he is privately 
a fervent defender of the youth SMIC [Interoccupational 
Minimum Growth Wage]). Politically speaking, he 
believes in the need for maintaining a solid European 
Community vis-a-vis the United States. A matter of 
values, he says. Defending the franc through the various 
crises that have shaken it since September also meant, in 
his opinion, defending those European values, which he 
did ardently. 


The epilogue is logical: Having left such a strong mark on 
economic policy over the past ten years, the link, Jean- 
Claude Trichet, had no real rival to vie with him for the 
post of governor of the newly independent Bank of 
France. And yet, Trichet did nothing to help that insti- 
tution become autonomous. He has always defended the 
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idea that it was normal for central banks to be indepen- 
dent in countries with federal institutions such as the 
United States, Switzerland, or Germany, and dependent 
in others like Great Britain, Japan, or France. “In his 
opinion, independence served no useful purpose unless 
it was needed in order to tuild Europe,” one high official 
says. Henceforth, however, jealously guarding the inde- 
pendence of the Bank of France comes with his new 
territory! 


Sources of Baliadur’s Popularity Examined 
93ES1018A Paris LE MONDE in French 16 Sep 93 
pp !, 10 


[Article by Jerome Jaffre, director of political studies at 
the SOFRES: “The Singular Popularity of Mr. Balla- 
dur”) 


[Excerpt] The prime minister is benefiting from the 
discredit suffered by the PS [Socialist Party] and the 
excessively partisan image of Jacques Chirac. 


Five months after taking office in the Matignon Palace 
[office of the prime minister], Edouard Balladur’s pop- 
ularity remains at peak level. Depending on which tools 
used are for measurement by the various polling insti- 
tutes, between 60 percent and 70 percent of the opinions 
of him are seen to be favorable. In the last IFOP [French 
Public Opinion Institute] survey, 61 percent of those 
questioned expressed satisfaction. In the SOFRES 
[French Opinion Polling Company] poll, Balladur was 
given a vote of confidence in 68 percent of the opinions 
obtained from a very broad base, ranging from the RPR 
[Rally for the Republic] voters (94 percent) to those of 
the Socialist Party (54 percent), and including the UDF 
{Union for French Democracy] voters (89 percent), the 
supporters of Lepin (63 percent), and the Ecologists (56 
percent). Only the majority of the Communist voters 
remained firm in their opposition, although a third of 
the Communist sympathizers expressed confidence in 
the prime minister. A phenomenon like this raises three 
questions for observers: Is this popularity truly excep- 
tional, compared with the popularity of the earlier prime 
ministers? Does it appear to be enduring” And to what 
extent does it disturb the political game? 


if the levels of confidence enjoyed five raonths after they 
took office by the leading prime ministers who have 
served since 1981 are compared, Mr. Balladur's popu- 
larity, while very high, ceases to seem exceptional. In 
November of 1981, Pierre Mauroy still enjoyed a confi- 
dence level of 63 percent. Seven years later, Michel 
Rocard’s confidence level of 66 percent score came very 
close to the 68 percent obtained today by Edouard 
Balladur. The similarity of these three ratings suggests 
that the 1993 situation should be regarded as the popu- 
larity resulting from the alternation in government. This 
level is as high as those seen for the executive branch 
after the presidential elections in 1981 and 1988, and 
thus different from the situation in 1986 when, as a 
result of the strong positions maintained by Francois 
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Mitterrand and the Socialist Party, the government 
Situation was seen as a partial change in regime. 
While Mr. Balladur’s popularity is not exceptional in 
terms of its level, it is, on the other hand, unprecedented 
in terms of the shape it has taken in relation to both the 
president of the Republic and the principal leaders of the 
majority. In fact, the prime minister is popular at a time 
when the president is hardly popular at all. During the 
first period of joint party government, Mr. Mitterrand 
enjoyed a confidence level of 55 percent, nine points 
ahead of Jacques Chirac, five months after the change in 
the majority occurred. Seven years later, starting from a 
much lower level, and despite some recovery, Mr. Mit- 
terrand enjoys a confidence level of only 39 percent, 29 
points below that of the prime minister. 


Measured in terms of the “hopes for the future” 
expressed in the FIGARO-MAGAZINE survey, the pref- 
erences voiced for the principal majority leaders put the 
three individuals in the most responsible cabinet posis— 
Edouard Balladur (70 percent), Simone Veil (56 per- 
cent), and Charles Pasqua (48 percent}—at the head of 
the list. The key leaders outside the government lag far 
behind—Philippe Seguin, with 39 percent; Raymond 
Barre, with 38 percent; Jacques Chirac, with 36 percent; 
and Valery Giscard d’Estaing, with only 27 percent. 


Since the month of April and the forceful development 
resulting from the legislative victory, Mr. Balladur's 
score has declined only five points (from 75 percent to 70 
percent), while that of Mr. Pasqua even gained two 
points, Mr. Chirac lost 1! points, and Mr. Giscard 
d’Estaing lost 18. Everything seems to indicate a popular 
Cabinet rather than a popular majority. Here again, the 
situation appears different from that in the first period of 
party coexistence. During that period, Mr. Barre suc- 
ceeded, beginning at the end of 1986, in developing an 
independent popularity, even a popularity critical of the 
government, within the majority. 


Is the popularity of Mr. Balladur, exceptional not so 
much in terms of the level as because of its different 
nature, an enduring phenomenon? Without attempting 
to divine the future, it is nonetheless permissible to study 
the development of his predecessors’ ratings and the 
conditions governing their popularity. Since the future is 
delimited by the presidential election, the life expectancy 
of the current cabinet is only two years. During compa- 
rable periods of time, Mr. Balladur's predecessors in the 
Matignon Palace saw declines of 10 points (Mr. Rocard), 
14 points (Mr. Chirac), nine points (Mr. Fabius), 
and...for Mr. Mauroy, 34 points from their popularity 
levels on taking office. Thus, the average loss for these 
four individuals was 17 points, or 11 points if we exclude 
the exceptional case of the mayor of Lille [Pierre 
Mauroy]} who was the victim of the impatience and lack 
of acceptance of the first alternation of parties in power. 
If this projection is applied to Mr. Balladur, it would 
reduce his confidence score on taking office to a bracket 
with a minimum of 56 percent and a maximum of 62 
percent—a score that in this instance would be far better 
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than the performance of his predecessors when they left 
the Matignon Palace. Let us remember, in fact, that Mr. 
Rocard holds the record with a confidence level of 50 
percent on his departure followed by Mr. Chirac (48 
percent), Mr. Fabius (44 percent), Mr. Beregovoy (39 
percent), Mr. Mauroy (25 percent), and Mrs. Cresson (22 
percent). However, two elements will have an effect on 
how Mr. Balladur’s popularity evolves. First of all, the 
development of the morale of the citizens of France will 
play an important role. Contrary to what might have 
been thought, the great popularity of the prime minister 
is in no way independent of the psychological climate in 
the country. Since the record level of pessimism was 
reached last winter, the proportion of the citizens of 
France who think that “things are tending to worsen” 
has, in fact, declined by 15 points. This has contributed 
to maintaining the popularity of the Cabinet. The danger 
of a serious decline will be limited if the level of the 
morale of the citizens of France continues to move away 
from doomsaying and toward moderate concern in the 
coming months. 


Discredit for the Socialist Party 


Secondly, maintenance of this level will depend on what 
happens among the leftist voters, the Socialists in partic- 
ular. In September of 1986, only 2! percent of the 
Socialist sympathizers expressed confidence in Mr. 
Chirac. Seven years later, confidence in Mr. Balladur has 
risen to 54 percent within this group. In the overall 
popularity of the prime ministers holding office during 
the two periods of party coexistence, this difference 
alone accounts for 10 or so points! The attitude of these 
leftists voters is not related to greater or lesser political 
proximity. The actions of their governments prepared 
them for the steps taken with regard to the CSG [general 
social contribution] and pensions. They have shown 
sensitivity to harmonious coexistence. And—-this is dif- 
ferent from the situation in 1986—the government 
appears to them, at least thus far, to be serving all of the 
citizens of France and not just the privileged classes, thus 
contributing to social cohesion in the country. 


To what exient does the popularity of Mr. Balladur upset 
the political game? The question arises the more acutely 
since the prime minister has succeeded better than any of 
his predecessors in translating his Cabinet popularity 
into a presidential potential. Unlike Mr. Mauroy, who 
even at the highest point of his “state of grace” did not 
succeed in doing that, and unlike Mr. Rocard, who, while 
he was in the Matignon Palace, failed to consolidate a 
position long since achieved, Mr. Balladur immediately 
surpassed all of the presumed candidates according to all 
of the presidential preference indicators obtained by the 
various polling institutes. In the last TF 1-Europe |- 
SOFRES survey, the prime minister led the UDF candi- 
date in the voting intentions expressed by those polled by 
between 27 and 32 points, outdid Mr. Chirac’s score by 
10 or 11 points, and left Mr. Rocard (68 percent to 32 
percent) and Mr. Delors (62 percent as opposed to 38 
percent) behind on the second round. Meanwhile, on 
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paper, Mr. Delors did better than Mr. Chirac (53 per- 
cent-47 percent) and Mr. Giscard d’Estaing (59 percent- 
41 percent). On this entirely unprecedented level, Mr. 
Balladur embodies, to his advantage, the three principal 
characteristics of the current political situation—the 
persistence of the discredit from which the Socialist 
Party is suffering, the UDF leaders’ loss of control over 
their electorate, and the excessively partisan image of 
Mr. Chirac. Despite its new lack of pretension, the 
Socialist Party has not yet succeeded in winning back the 
public. In September of 1986, it enjoyed a favorable 
opinion level of 55 percent and an unfavorable level of 
35 percent. Seven years later, the score is exactly 
reversed—35 percent favorable opinions and 56 percent 
unfavorable opinions. As of June 1986, the left wing was 
the winner on the presidential issue only three months 
after its defeat, regardless of the individual considered. 
Seven years later, Mr. Rocard finds himself consistently 
surpassed. Mr. Delors does, indeed, enjoy a more favor- 
able position, but this is because his centrist and Euro- 
pean image—which a real candidacy would weaken 
considerably—has won over a large part of the UDF 
electorate. 


The deterioration of the respect of the UDF voters for 
their leaders is also spectacular. In the SOFRES- 
FIGARO-MAGAZINE survey, the UDF supporters 
placed Edouard Balladur at the head of the list of those 
for whom they have future hopes, followed by Charles 
Pasqua. Raymond Barre only appears in the fifth posi- 
tion, Francois Leotard in the ninth, and Valery Giscard 
d’Estaing in the 13th. A study of the presidential candi- 
dates wanted reveals that only one out of four UDF 
voters would like to see one of his own movement's 
leaders nominated as a candidate. And in the preferences 
expressed by these voters, these choices lag far behind 
their enthusiasm for the two potential RPR candidates 
and the candidate of whom the Socialists dream. 


Finally, the excessively partisan image of Mr. Chirac, 
while it is his guarantee of political weight, reduces his 
capacity to win votes. Measured in terms of the voters’ 
hopes for the future, the popularity level of the mayor of 
Paris is 75 percent among the RPR voters, but only 46 
percent among the UDF voters. By way of comparison, 
Mr. Balladur enjoys a level of 93 percent with the RPR 
voters, and 88 percent with those of the UDF, while Mr. 
Pasqua, who did originally, however, suffer from a 
partisan image as well, scores 79 percent with the RPR 
voters and 75 percent with those of the UDF. In the 
event of a contest between Mr. Chirac and Mr. Delors in 
the second round of the presidential election, only 56 
percent of the UDF supporters would cast their votes for 
the president of the RPR, while 44 percent would vote 
for the president of the European Commission. If there 
were a contest between Baliadur and Delors, 89 percent 
of the UDF votes would go to the potential majority 
candidate. 


In the final analysis, the popularity of the prime min- 
ister, beyond his person and his function, is without a 
doubt politically important. 


It all seems as if by 
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expressing this level of confidence in him, the right-wing 
voters are making themselves the spokesmen for the 
desire of the two large majority parties for unification, 
which would bring the UDF together with the greater 
part of the RPR. This idea, which Mr. Balladur put 
forward, moreover, during the preceding presidential 
campaign at the beginning of 1988, enjoys the approval 
of the right-wingers. And also, doubtless, that of the 
elected UDF and RPR officials . 2 on all levels of 
public life—the municipal councils, county councils, the 
Parliament, and the Strasbourg Assembly—have flown 
the flag of unity since the very first, almost to a man. 


On the other hand, there is no lack of obstacles, it is true. 
The referendum on Maastricht showed that the only 
remaining schism within the right-wing electorate is the 
issue of Europe, and the electoral calendar provides for 
the renewal of the European Parliament just 10 months 
prior to the presidential election. And in addition, the 
weakness of the left wing, if it continues, will be no 
encouragement at all for a candidacy representing RPR- 
UDF unity in the first round of the presidential election. 


Mr. Chirac, for his part, would not be able to abandon 
his poltiical ambitions with ease. He is entitled to give 
simultaneous consideration to the low popularity levels 
and the wear and tear of government service, his own 
electoral campaign abilities, the legitimacy conferred 
upon him by the presidency of the RPR, and the fact 
that, barring the unlikely possibility of a contest between 
himself and Mr. Delors, his own candidacy does not at 
the present time pose any danger for his camp. But in 
order to counteract Mr. Balladur’s stature and pursue his 
own political battle successfully—which would require, 
when the day came, the votes of more than 50 percent of 
the French voters—the mayor of Paris must define his 
political strategy. He must either obtain support for the 
specificity of the RPR, or himself become a spokesman 
for the demand for majority party unification. [passage 
omitted] 


Greens Protest Reopening Nuclear Plant 


BRO110162593 Paris LE QUOTIDIEN DE PARIS in 
French | Oct 93 p 5 


{Interview with Christian Brodhag, Greens floor leader 
in Rhone-Alpes Regional Council, by Stephane Rak; 
piace and date not given—first paragraph is LE QUO- 
TIDIEN DE PARIS introduction] 


[Text] Christian Brodhag, the chairman of the Greens 
group in the Rhone-Alpes Regional Council, believes the 
inquiry into the public benefit of Superphenix [nuclear 
plant], at which it was decided to approve reopening the 
plant, is an “outright provocation.” He explained why. 


[Rak] What is your response to the ruling by the com- 
mittee of inquiry? 


[Brodhag] Actually, | am hardly surprised, but I would 
point out first that the arguments put forward are chiefly 
economic. The commission points out that a large 
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investment has already been made in Superphenix and 
that we cannot therefore stop halfway. This is an unac- 
ceptable means of exerting pressure. Moreover, it is not 
the only one in this business. The COGEMA [General 
Company of Nuclear Materials] company, which man- 
ages the plutonium cycle, has recently spent a huge 
amount of money on public relations through the media 
in the hope that the press will not ask certain questions 
about the fuel cycle. 


[Rak] The commission points out that the local popula- 
tion is happy with the presence of the power plant. 


[Brodhag] This is not surprising, insofar as nuclear 
power plants pay high fees to the municipal councils. 
Furthermore, the construction of the plant generates a 
large number of jobs (although people forget that after 
about five years these jobs will disappear). Despite this, 
all studies show that the local populations very rapidly 
become accustomed to nuclear technology, as long as 
there are no accidents. 


[Rak] So are you questioning the way in which the 
inquiry was conducted? 


[Brodhag}] Absolutely. You only have to look at the 
records in the city halls to realize that the replies 
expected from people were steered. They were told that 
there was a great deal of money at stake in this business 
and that Superphenix was a solution, inasmuch as 
sodium reactors are not reliable in the long term. 


[Rak] Indeed, the commission believes that the Creys- 
Maiville plant “could not be particularly dangerous.” 


[Brodhag] That is totally untrue. These power plants are 
much more dangerous than the others. In traditional 
power plants, there could be an accident in the core of 
the reactor, but there could not be a nuclear explosion is 
the fuel were to experience fusion. This is not the case 
with fast breeders. 


[Rak] Despite all your warnings, it seems that the future 
of the fast breeder has been decided this time. 


[Brodhag] Without absolutely any national debate. 
[Rak] But there was an inquiry. 


[Brodhag] It was conducted at the regionai level, but the 
real issue was never broached. What is the purpose of the 
fast breeder? At one time it was to manufacture pluto- 
nium in order to overcome our impoverished state. Now, 
the destruction rather than manufacture of plutonium is 
what is wanted. The cost is so high, however, that this 
technique cannot be viable. But nobody ever raises this 
issue. It is clearly not in the interest of the government, 
which is going to invest millions in Superphenix and 
which at the same time is making a 40 percent cut in the 
budget of the energy control agency. This is an outright 
provocation. There really is cause to wonder whether 
this inquiry is not a mere sham, and whether the Bal- 
ladur government has an energy policy or ts giving in to 
the wealthiest pressure groups. 
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Solana Briefs Congress on Russia, Equatorial 


LD0610191093 Madrid RNE International in Spanish 
1400 GMT 6 Oct 93 


[Text] In the Spanish Congress of Deputies, Foreign 
Minister Javier Solana expressed his conviction that 
with its support for Boris Yeltsin, Spain has opted to 
support the solution that offers the best prospects for the 
people of Russia. 


In his address to the Congress Foreign Affairs Committee, 
the minister added that although support is being given to 
President Yeltsin it is the Russian people who must decide. 
He regretted the spilling of blood, but said that responsi- 
bility for the violent outcome must be attributed almost 
entirely to the representatives of the parliament. The 
chamber expressed almost unanimous approval for the 
stance adopted by the Spanish Government. 


In the Congress of Deputies Foreign Affairs Committee, 
Javier Solana also spoke about Equatorial Guinea, 
saying that the Spanish Government would consider its 
cooperation with [aid to] this African country in accor- 
dance with the development of its process toward 
democracy. 


The Spanish foreign minister stressed that, in spite of the 
provocations that have occurred in bilateral relations in 
the past few months, Spain will continue to encourage 
the Equatorial Guinean Government and opposition to 
complete the transition to democracy. Javier Solana said 
that aid to the African country would remain, especially 
in the fields of health and education. 


EC Regional Development Aid to Spain Reviewed 
BROS 10160493 Madrid ABC in Spanish 4 Oct 93 p 42 


[Article by P. Ruiz Montero: “EC To Decide on Distri- 
bution of Funds for Poorest Regions—-Spain Could 
Receive Around 4.5 Trillion Pesetas”’] 


[Text] By the end of the month, and probably on 13 
October, the EC Commission will decide on the final 
distribution of Community funds for the least developed 
regions. Spain could receive around 4.5 trillion pesetas 
from these funds between 1994 and 1999. The EC would 
like the Spanish Government to use the Community 
money to improve the road network along the Canta- 
brian coast, among other things. 


The structural funds for Objective | regions, i.c., the 
least developed regions, total ECU96.346 billion 
(approximately 14 trillion pesetas). According to Com- 
munity sources, Spain is planning to earmark at least 
ECU billion of these funds (some 4.5 trillion pesetas) 
for Spain's 11 regions that have a gross domestic product 
(GDP) lower than the Community average of 75 percent. 


Once the European Commission gives the go-ahead for 
the distribution of the money, Spain will then send a list 
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of the projects to be financed by the Community 
resources, which are earmarked for the poorest regions of 
the Community. 


The Spanish regions to receive these funds are Andalu- 
sia, Asturias, Cantabria, Castilla y Leon, Castilla-La 
Mancha, Ceuta and Melilla, the Community of Valencia, 
Extremadura, Galicia, the Canary Islands, and Murcia. 
Cantabria was included as an Objective | region for the 
period 1994-99. 
According to EC Director General for Regional Policy 
Eneko Landaburu from Spain, investment must now be 
encouraged along the Cantabrian coast since it has fallen 
outside the lines of development over the past few years. 
In this connection, Landaburu said that it would be a 
good idea to build a Cantabrian highway. 


He added that a good part of the Community structural 
funds channeled to Spain over the past few years has 
gone to the southern part of the country. “The ground- 
work has already been dome in Andalusia,” he added. 


Moreover, in his opinion, of the trillions of pesetas that 
the Spanish Government will receive from the EC cohe- 
sion funds, which are to be used for transport infrastruc- 
ture and the environment, a large amount will again be 
used in the region along the Ebro River, which means 
that other areas should benefit. 


The European Community says that in the new distribu- 
tion of funds for Objective | regions, greater account has 
been taken “of elements that have a bearing on develop- 
ment, such as education (especially vocational training) 
and investment in production.” According to Land- 
aburu, more money is being earmarked for research and 
development, as well as small and medium-sized enter- 
prises. 

The biggest part of this Community aid wil! go via the 
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), which 
aims to reduce the differences in development among the 
regions of the Community. The aid will also be impie- 
mented via the European Social Fund (ESF) and the 
European Agricultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund 
(EAGGF). 


Poll on Social, Economic Issues Reviewed 


BR0610152393 Barcelona LA VANGUARDIA in 
Spanish 4 Oct 93 p 47 


{Unattributed article: “Results of Survey Carried Out by 
the Instituto Opina for LA VANGUARDIA—55.6 Per- 
cent of Spaniards Favor Inclusion of Labor Market 
Flexibility in Social Pact”) 


[Excerpt] No less than 93.6 percent of Spaniards feel that 
the country is still bogged down by the economic crisis, 
according to data from a survey commissioned by LA 
VANGUARDIA and conducted by the Instituto Opina. 
Government policy and the international situation are 
the two main causes of this. More than 80 percent of 
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those surveyed considered a social pact necessary, 
although at the same time, IR ened pms 
making any decisions that might be necessary without 
waiting for the pact to be finalized. Moreover, 55.6 
percent of those surveyed believed that increased flexi- 
bility of the labor market must constitute a keystone of 
the social pact. 


There was no room for doubt regarding the respondents" 
appraisal of Spain's economic situation: 93.6 percent of 
all those polled felt that the country was still bogged 
down by the economic crisis, while only |.2 percent felt 
that the crisis was beginning to diminish, and 3.5 percent 
thought that Spain was not undergoing an economic 
crisis at all. Affirmative answers to this question 
exceeded 90 percent in ali regions of the country. Nev- 
ertheless, there were curious variations among those who 
responded by maintaining that the country was not in 
crisis at ali. While this group constituted just 3.5 percent 
of the respondents for Spain as a whole, in Catalonia it 
comprised 4.7 percent. 


Despite the virtually unanimous verdict on the diag- 
nosis, the perception of the crisis was not so uniform. A 
greater number of people felt that the crisis was having a 
greater impact on those around them than on them- 
selves; 41.2 percent of those surveyed said that the crisis 
was affecting them deeply, while 29.7 percent felt that it 
was only affecting them to some extent. On the other 
hand, 2.9 percent said that the crisis did not matter, and 
4 percent felt that the crisis was having little or no 
effect. 


In contrast to the perception of the crisis on an indi- 
vidual level, 51.9 percent of those polled thought that the 
crisis was deeply affecting those around them, whereas 
31 percent said that it was affecting those around them to 
some extent. Only 13.1 percent believed that the crisis 
was having little or no effect on those around them. The 
conclusion is that the population unanimously felt that 
Spain was in the midst of an economic crisis and that, 
personally, this crisis was affecting them deeply (41.2 
percent), though they believed that it was affecting those 
around them to an even greater extent (51.9 percent). 


As with the previous question, the data from Catalonia 
show a slight but substantial variation compared with 
Spain as a whole. Thirty-two percent of Catalonians 
thought that the crisis was affecting them deeply (41.2 
percent for the country as whole), and 33 percent felt that 
it was affecting them either little or not at all (25 percent 
for Spain as a whole). Regarding future prospects, the 
population proved less unanimous. 


Twenty-eight percent of respondents feit that this situa- 
tion would get worse (23 percent in Catalonia). At the 
same time, 31.6 percent of those surveyed felt that it 
would remain the same (the figure rose to 36.8 percent in 
Catalonia), and 29 percent thought that it would tend to 
improve (in Catalonia the figure was slightly higher at 
30.8 percent). The figures show that, for the country as a 
whole, the percentage of those who felt that the situation 
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would tend to improve was slightly highcr than the 
percentage of those who felt that the situation would 
worsen, while in Catalonia the difference was consider- 
able (23 percent felt that it would worsen, while 30.8 
percent felt that it would improve). 


Of those surveyed, 41.4 percent thought that economic 
recovery would come about in the medium term, while 
42 percent thought that it would happen in the long term. 
A high percentage (61.2 percent) felt that the new 
socialist government would have an influence on the 
change. Those surveyed felt that the improvement in the 
international economic situation would have a decisive 
effect (74.2 percent). 


With regard to the economic situation, the vast majority 
felt that it would be necessary (50 percent) or extremely 
necessary (33.9 percent) to have a social pact, whereas 
only 2.1 percent felt that it would not be very necessary. 


Of the issues that should be covered by the social pact, two 
stood out among those proposed by the survey: increasing 
the flexibility of the labor market (55.6 percent agree), and 
reinvesting company profits (62.6 percent), 55.6 percent 
of those surveyed felt that the social pact should enhance 
the flexibility of the labor market, whereas | 1.6 percent 
did not think so. In Catalonia, the percentage of those who 
were in favor of increasing the flexibility of the labor 
market was almost seven points above the average, at 62.1 
percent. This proposal also met with a surprisingly high 
level of acceptance in the Asturias region (70.4 percent). 
On the other hand, the regions leasi favorably disposed 
toward greater flexibility of the labor market were 
Andalusia (41.7 percent positive answers) and the Basque 
Country (51.7 percent). 


Other issues that were felt to be covered by the social 
pact include the granting of more tax incentives (55 
percent for and 9.3 percent against) and the reinvest- 
ment of company profits (62.6 percent for and 4.5 
percent against). On the other hand. those surveyed did 
not come out in favor of limits on wage raises, with 32.3 
percent in favor of imposing limits and 35 percent 


against. 


Government Held Responsible for Crisis 


The government's handling of affairs and the interna- 
tional economic situation are the two factors which the 
majority of Spaniards felt to be responsible for the 
country’s economic situation. Sixty-eight percent of 
those surveyed felt that the government was responsible 
for the crisis, whereas 11.3 percent disagreed. The 
respondents also felt that the international economic 
Situation was partially responsible for the economic 
situation in Spain. Of those polled, 61.2 percent thought 
that the international economic crisis was responsible for 
the situation in Spain, and 15.3 percent did not believe 
that this had any impact. The opinions in Catalonia were 
similar to those for the rest of Spain, although Catalo- 
nians did not tend to feel that the government was as 
responsible (64.8 percent, compared to 68 percent for 
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Spain as 2 whole) and were more likely to feel that the 
international econornic situation had a greater impact 
(64.7 percent, compared to 61.2 for Spain as a whole). 


The respondents also blamed the crisis on employers, 
with 48.8 percent feeling that employers were not pre- 
pared to make investments and were only concerned 
with reducing the work force, as opposed to 24 percent 
who thought that this was not the case. On the other 
hand, there was no feeling that pay raises had anything to 
do with the crisis; 21.7 percent thought that wages had 
risen a lot in recent years, while 51.7 percent did not 
think so. 


When asked to assess the attitude of the institutions, the 
political parties, and the trade unions vis-a-vis the eco- 
nomic crisis, the respondents gave answers ranging from 
good to fair. According to the poll, the government and 
the PSOE [Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party}—with 2.5 
and 2.58 points respectively—received the best rating. 
equivalent to somewhere between “good” and “fair.” On 
the other hand, the CC.OO [Workers’ Committees], 
UGT [General Union of Workers}, CiU [Catalan Con- 
vergence and Union}, and IU [United Left] received the 
worst ratings, although they are all within the same band 
as the PSOE and the government. 
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Majority Thinks That Government Should Act Without 
Awaiting Signature of Social Pact 


Despite the fact that more than 80 percent of those 
surveyed were in favor of a social pact, the population 
still demanded that the government take any steps that it 
considers necessary to tackle the situation, without nec- 
essarily awaiting the signature of an agreement. 


Of those polled, 67.4 percent believed that the govern- 
ment should take steps immediately, while 17.5 percent 
felt that it should first sign the social pact. In Catalonia, 
a majority of the respondents favored government action 
without awaiting the social pact, although the percentage 
here was lower than the corresponding figure for the 
country as a whole (64.9 percent in Catalonia, compared 
with 67.4 for Spain). Only in Girona, where 70.3 percent 
were in favor of immediate action, was this percentage 
higher than the average for Spain as a whole. Further- 
more, in Catalonia 21.3 percent were in favor of awaiting 
the social pact, while the percentage for the country as a 
whole was 17.5 percent. 


In addition, those surveyed felt that it would be useful if 
the trade unions and employers’ organizations took 
action to overcome the economic crisis. Around 66 
percent of the population felt this way regarding the 
trade unions, while 64.7 percent felt that employers’ 
organizations should play a role. Only 8 percent felt that 
intervention by the social partners would not be partic- 
ularly or not at all useful. [passage omitted] 
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* Cabinet Seen Divided on Foreign Policy 


93EN0875D Copenhagen BERLINGSKE AFTEN in 
Danish 10-16 Sep 93 p 2 


[Article by Lars Olsen: “Rasmussen and Petersen in 
Power Struggie”—first paragraph is BERLINGSKE 
AFTEN introduction] 

[Text] /isagreement within the cabinet is shaking the 
Foreign Ministry's power position. 


The Social Democrats are annoyed with the foreign 
minister. Helveg Petersen's bonhomie is just not good 
enough. A strong Danish line on the former Yugoslavia 
is lacking—as well as a clearer EC profile. Rasmussen 
and company want more control over foreign policy. 


“I simply don't think Rasmussen is a good foreign 
minister,” is the harsh judgment of a centrally placed 
Social Democrat. 

“The Radical Liberals’ tradition of appeasement in 
foreign policy forms a synthesis with the ministry's 
attempt to follow a cautious Danish course. | do not 
understand why the Danish EC chairmanship allowed 
the Germans to stop the debate on sanctions against the 
Croats. Petersen hides behind the familiar interests of 
the European great powers instead of coming up with an 
independent Danish initiative.” 

As mentioned in last week's weekend edition Petersen 
has had several skirmishes with Defense Minister Hans 
Haekkerup over Balkan policy. While Haekkerup wants 
the United Nations to take a harder line against Serbia, 
also militarily, Petersen sees no alternative to the cau- 
tious Western policy. 


Petersen won the first round—partly because the prime 
minister was keeping a low profile. But in recent months 
Poul Nyrup Rasmussen has become increasingly more 
interested in foreign policy. And his basic attitude is in 
line with Haekkerup’s foreign policy activism. 

A great deal of Rasmussen's speech to the Social Dem- 
ocratic congress last weekend concerned “the fragile 
international community.”” The prime minister 
reminded his audience that the world community 
“failed” in the former Yugoslavia by accepting the 
“armed aggression” of the Serbs and Croats and he 
demanded a list of concrete reforms from the United 
Nations. A sharp choice of words that does not exactly 
come from the quiet Petersen vocabulary. 


At the same time ther. is dissatisfaction within the 
Social Democratic Party with the Danish input in the EC 
debate on the fight ajainst unemployment. 


This was a special issue for the prime minister and the 
Danish EC chairmanship prior to the summit meeting in 
Copenhagen this summer when Rasmussen worked 
closely with commission chairman Jacques Delors-— 
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going around the Foreign Ministry. But the high Danish 
profile was never followed up, according to the Social 
Democrats. 


The two ministries led by Radicals, the Economic Affairs 
Ministry, and the Foreign Ministry, recently submitted 
the Danish contribution to the EC Commission's white 
book on unemployment. According to the Social Demo- 
crats it was a “cup of weak tea” without a concrete 
Statement on a joint European growth strategy. 


While there is mounting political disagreement on for- 
eign policy behind the scenes, the Foreign Ministry's 
position of power is also being shaken in other ways: 

¢ The prime minister's office is setting up a special 
security policy advisory group for Rasmussen, which 
will probably be headed by the munistry’s present 
foreign policy adviser, Nicis-Jorgen Nehring. The 
prime minister's office has had a small group of 
foreign policy experts for a long time, but in the future 
the group will be expanded and have increased formal 
weight. 

* The Defense Ministry is also strengthening its secu- 
rity policy expertise. The ministry's independent 
Advisory and Analytical Group has been expanded, 
as has the system of assigning military attaches 
abroad and finally there are plans to set up a proper 
international section in the Defense Ministry. 

¢ The government parties’ spokesmen are trying to get 
more control over Petersen through the regular cab- 
inet meetings. There is a conflict between the 
Folketing and the Foreign Ministry that also existed 
under the VK [Liberal-Conservative] government— 
but it has acquired new life as a result of the foreign 
policy disagreements in the new government. 


Many of these steps have nothing to do with the current 
conflict in the government, they would have occurred 
anyway. With the new world picture after the end of the 
Coid War, foreign policy has acquired increased impor- 
tance and old dividing lines between muinistnes have 
become blurred. The strength of the prime minister's 
office attracts special atiention among security policy 
experts. The result may be that in the future the political 
leadership of Danish foreign policy will receive contra- 
dictory advice from different government offices—the 
conflict between the State Department and the Presi- 
dent's National Security Council in the United States is 


legendary. 


But the disagreements in the government shed new light 
on the petty bureaucratic irritations. The eternal power 
struggle between different ministries and authorities will 
suddenly involve something more, namely who will 
determine Danish foreign policy—and whether Den- 
mark will follow Rasmussen and Hackkerup's activism 
or Petersen's more cautious line. 
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* Cabinet, Forces Divided on International 
Brigade 


93ENO0875C Copenhagen BERLINGSKE AFTEN in 
Danish 10-16 Sep 93 p 2 


{Article by Lars Olsen: “Putting Off the Hard Deci- 
sions” —first paragraph is BERLINGSKE AFTEN intro- 
duction] 

[Text] The government is preparing a proposal con- 
cerning the Armed Forces’ new international unit. But 


the really hard decisions are not being discussed—they 
provoke too much internal conflict. 


What good will it do? 

Viggo Horup’s classic question to the Danish Armed 
Forces is being repeated today by his party comrade, 
Radical Liberal defense spokesman Jorgen Estrup. The 
government 1s holding internal discussions while putting 
the finishing touches on the proposal for the Armed 
Forces’ new international unit. After talks with the 
Liberals and Conservatives it cxpects to present the 
legislative package to the Folketing next month. 


But the politicians are carefully avoiding the most cen- 
tral questions, namely what the unit will really do—and 
how much of the resources it will monopolize. The 
Radicals are very dissatisfied with this: 

“The international brigade must fulfill some very precise 
goals and functions and these musi be defined by the 
politicians. Otherwise there is a risk that the defense 
budget will explode,” said Estrup, who would like to 
have a lightly equipped—and very cheap—brigade. 


“Our basic assumption is that the international unit will be 
a light brigade. This means that it cannot take on tasks that 
are aggressive in nature. The operation in Tuzla, where the 
Nordic force has been given the assignment of guarding a 
UN secure zone, is about the heaviest thing we can agree to 
in the future. Normally the unit should not take tanks along 
with it. And Denmark should inform our partners in NATO 
and the United Nations of this.” 


Creating Peace 


The actual decision to establish an international unit was 
part of last year's defense agreement that involved the 
Social Democrats, the Liberals, the Conservatives, and 
the three middle parties. According to the agreement, the 
brigade of 4,500 soldiers will be part of the new NATO 
rapid reaction force and also carry out “peacekeeping, 
peace-creating, humanitarian and other operations of 
this kind for the United Nations or the CSCE.” 


The new clement is the reference to creating peace. The 
Danish defense system is prepared to take on more than 
peacekeeping operations in which the United Nations 
keeps two sides apart after a cease-fire. Bul how much 
will Danish soldiers be allowed to do” If the defense 
minister has his way we will not learn the answer just yet: 
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“It is a gradual process. As the unit 1s equipped with new 
materiel it will also be able to take on heavier duties. If 
there is a request from the United Nations we must 
evaluate it concretely. | am reluctant to sei a precise 
limit,” said Defense Minister Hans Hackkerup. 


But Hackkerup wants to do more than the Radicais. In 
contrast to Estrup, the defense minister does mot set the 
limit at the operation in Tuzla, where Nordic UN troops 
are guarding a “secure zone.” 


“In principle we say the unit should be able to carry out 
the entire spectrum of military operations, but u will 
take several years before it is trained and equipped for 
this. At that time the unit will also be equipped for 
heavier tasks than Tuzla. We will then have to make a 
concrete assessment of whether or not to take on a given 
assignment. But in principle Denmark will support the 
United Nations,” Hackkerup stated. 


Cest Explosion 


The defense minister's unwillingness to bring this con- 
flict out in the open is connected with both cooperation 
with the Radicals—and the mood among the Social 
Democratic rank and file. The party has already moved 
a long way since a reluctant Svend Auken accepted the 
deployment of the frigate Olfert Fischer—with orders 
not to fire. The war in the former Yugoslavia has 
seriously changed the Folketing group's attitude toward 
military actions under the United Nations and Hack- 
kerup wants to allow this process to continue before real 
controversy breaks out. 


The Radicals have gone along very reluctantly. It was 
only after grave deliberation that Estrup and company 
voted to send the UN troops to Tuzla—but in the end 
consideration for the United Nations outweighed Rad- 
ical antimilitarism. But the number-one defense policy 
issue for the Radicals is still saving money: 


“The defense budget must continue to decline in the 
future. The nonmilitary aspects of security have 
acquired increased importance following the end of the 
Cold War and the only place the moncy can be found is 
in the defense budget,” Estrup said. 


The budget proposal also speaks clearly. For the first 
time nonmilitary foreign policy is being given the same 
weight as defense; both parts will cost 15.3 billion kroner 
next year. The budget includes 9.1 billion kroner for aid 
to developing countries, 2.1 billion for aid to East 
Europe, and 4.1 billion for the new environment and 
catastrophe fund that will go toward following up the Rio 
conference and refugee reception, among other things. 
With the many new conflicts that have broken out after 
the end of the Cold War, the cost of nonmilitary foreign 
policy has virtually exploded. According to the Finance 
Ministry report, “Denmark's International Contribu- 
ion,” the costs have doubled in only five years: from 7.7 
billion kroner in 1988 to 15.3 billion acat year. But when 





When the Defense Ministry released the bulky “Report 
on the Future Structure and Size of the Armed Forces” 
last year the committee reyected the establishment of an 
international unit. Circles in the Defense Command fear 
that the brigade will weaken national defense and thus 
tip the so-called balance among the services—the 
internal compromise among the Army, Navy and Air 
Force that was built up in the good old days before the 
fall of the Berlin wall. 


The idea of the internationz) brigade was first brought up 
by the military unions, which have a Social Democratic 
onentation. They envisioned new assignments in a well- 
equipped elite unit. The demand was backed by the 
Social Democrats and the Radical Liberals—and later by 
the Conservatives as well, although on condition that 
conscripts, a classic Conservative issue, would form the 
nucleus of the brigade. 

But the politicians have still not heid a debate 
priorities between the brigade and national defense. 
will not take a stand on that today,” said former Li 
Defense Minister Knud Enggard. However the Social 
Democrats are more open: 


“There will be no big savings in defense in the next few 
years. Most of the peace dividend has been used up—to 
create the new ing unit. But the international 
brigade will be the military's main assignment and it will 
gct most of the new defense investments. After all, there 
is no direct threat to Danish territory,” said Social 
Democratic defense spokesman Ove Fich. 

For the Liberals and Conservatives the prospect of zero 
savings is good news—even though the nonsocialists 
stress national defease. The Social Democrats and Rad- 
ical Liberals, on the other hand, are on a collision course 
on this point too. 


Voluntary? 


But unless the Radicals really rock the boat the govern- 
ment’s package on the international unit will skate over 
the brigade's future equipment and thus spending pror- 
ities—that batile will not be fought until next year's 
budget agreement comes up. The package will simply 
establish the overall framework for contracts, the orga- 
nization of the brigade, etc. It will set the stage for 
“peace-creating™ activities, but will not define the bri- 
gade’s military duties more precisely, according to 
sources close to the negotiations. 
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In this case the only major battle in this round will be 
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remaining 20 percent. 


* Newspaper on Trade Potential With Russia, 
Estonia 


93EN0872D Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 14 Sep 93 p 2 


[Editorial: “New Look of Trade With Eastern Europe™] 


[Text] Finland's golden age of trade with Eastern Europe 
came to an end even before the disi ion of the 
Soviet Union. Then with the latter came its final col- 
lapse. The percentage of our foreign trade accounted for 
by trade with Eastern Europe dropped to a few measly 
percent. Outstanding debts due us amounting to 7 billion 
are left as a permanent memento. 


Widespread unanimity has prevailed here in Finland all 
along that our trade with Eastern Europe will at some 
point start booming again—on a new basis. That point 
has already been reached, even though the outlook for 
trade with Russia in particular is beclouded with great 
uncertainty over the direction our Eastern neighbor's 
political and economic development is taking. 

Alt the present time our trade with the East 1s primarily trade 
with Russia and Estonia. While former Soviet territory 
accounts for about 6 percent of our foreign trade, Russia 
alone accounts for less than 4 percent. So we are far from the 
“good old days” when it was over 15 percent. We will 
certainly not return to that level, but over 10 percent can 
probably be regarded as a realistic goal. 
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The nature of our trade with Eastern Europe and 11s look 

have radically changed. Russia's political and economic 

conditions and its laws are in such a state of confusion 

that not even the big companies of small countnes dare 
. ; , , . 
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Foreign Minister ‘Pleased’ 


[Excerpt] “In the circumstances | am very pleased that 
sanctions did not happen—sornething that would have 
made life very difficult in the present situation.” This 
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was Foreign Minister Johan Jorgen Holst's immediate 
at least the United States will not introduce punitive 
measures against Norway because of whaling. 


U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher informed 
Hoist of the decision at 1200 yesterday Washington D.C. 
tuume (1700 hours Norwegian time). 


In hes talks with his Norwegias counterpart Christopher 
stressed that the United States considers that sanctions 
would have been appropriate. The U.S. Government will 
products, but for the time being at least these will not be 
implemented. 


Meanwhile the United States and Norway will work to 
find a solution to the question of how whale stocks are to 
be managed within the framework of the rules and 
regulations of the International Whaling Commission. 


“We dislike living under a sort of guillotine,” Holst said 
of the fact that sanctions are being kept in reserve. He 
also stressed that Norway attaches importance to coop- 
eration with the United States in the search for a solution 


that can be achieved by reaching agreement on the 
scoentific base for the management of whale stock. 


“If both sides cooperate honestly and with respect for the 
screntific data, there ought not to be any reason why the 
next meeting of the International Whaling Commission 
cannot adopt new management arrangements,” the for- 
cign minister added. [passage omitted] 


* Center Party's Significance for Labor Viewed 
93E NO900B Osio AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
1S Sep 93 p 45 


[Article by Aslak Bonde: “The Tug-of-War Is Under Way™] 


[Text] If the campaign appeared tedious, it laid the 
foundation for very tough tugs-of-war in the Storting—- 
over governing and over the course of policy. 


Today the Center and Labor Parties are seriously 
Starting to put together strategies for how the outcome of 
the election should be explored. Preparations are being 
made for confrontations over much more than EC issues. 
Even if Gro Harlem Brundtland’s position as prime 
minister 1s unchallenged, 11 1s possible she will encounter 
greater problems in achieving the support she wants in 
the Storting than she did in the four preceding years. 


Yesterday the election's big winner, the Center Party, 
indulged im layer cake but the executive committee and 
the mew Storting group are already meeting today to start 
work on defining the party's new role. It has gone from 
being the Storting’s smallest to the Storting’s second- 
largest party. 


At the same time Enger Lahnsteim gave notice thai the 
Center Party 1s to be a forum for new political thinking 
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policy “ 
society which ts not “EC-like.” The thesis certainly is 
that the Labor and Conservative Parties together are 
working to achieve an “EC-like™ society. 


in connection with the way the state budget is dealt with. 
Belt- Tightenings’ 

The government is in the home stretch when i comes to 
the draft state budget. Today i is mecting in an all-day 
conference. Declining oil revenues presumably make it 
necessary for the government to come up with new 
belt-tightenings. 

Based on the pattern of the last Storting session, the 
Labor Party will quite certainly attempt to get suppor 
for the budget from the Center Party. Thorbjorn 
Jagland’s many challenges to the Center and Socialis 
Left Parties to support the solidarity alternative will be 
taken up again in the forum in which they are impor- 
tani—the Storting. The Center Party's support has 
become more important to the Labor Party than seemed 
t© be the case prior to the clection because the Center 
Party is the only party besides the Conservative Party 
that can give the Labor Party a majority by itself. 


The Center Party's politicaans have given thought to 
exploiting this. It is an ideal situation for them if the 
Labor Party is forced to seck support from the Conser- 
vative Party for its economic policy. Then the Center 
Party can show that the Conservative and Labor Parties 
make up the big coalition in Norwegian politics that the 
party beleves has also existed at the present time. 


“If so, then they're fasling to take something into consider- 
ation,” Labor Party strategists respond. They believe it is 
obvious that the Center Party must support the Labor 
Party's policy on important points as long as the Center 
Party wants a Labor Party government. “It doesn't do to say 
thal we want to govern without supporting mayor segments 
of what we're domg,” they say. 
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Measere for Measure 


In a sense, the party in power has said the same thing for 
the past three years, now the difference is that they can 


Conservative Party Disappointment 


The three parties that could have posed an alternative to 
the Labor Party together have just one-third of the 


The explanations for the defeat at Conservative House 
could also be of significance for the direction that the EC 
issue will take. There is the widespread perception that 
the Conservative Party hit the EC issuc too hard. “We 
probably lost by criticizing the government's negotiating 
—— oe oo oo 


unit on the EC issuc. The party's good election also ied to 
having the party in power's Storting group add more EC 
opponents than had been expected. If the Progressive 
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PM0610161693 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in 
Swedish 25 Sep 93 p 12 


Be ne Manon: iow Openness Sapected i 


Text} Brussels—Before the end of the year 98 percent of 
C documents will be public, instead of automatically 
secret as today. This is the hope of EC Commussioner 
Joao de Deus Pinheiro voiced in an interview with 
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U.S. To Emphasize Confidence-Building in Government Reportedly To Appreach Jewish 
Cyprus Lobby in U.S. 


NC05 10170393 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1130 GMT 5 Oct 93 


[Text] Diplomatic sources in New York said the US. 
Government intends to work toward creating mobility 
on the Cyprus issue, beginning with the confidence- 
buikiing measures. The same diplomats said the U.S. 
Government hopes that if the current deadlock on the 
confidence-building measures is broken, then it wiil be 
faversivic for further negotiations on the substance of the 
Cyprus asue. A CyBC [Cyprus Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion] correspondent in New York said that a US. official 
had expressed belief that talks will resume by early 
January at the latest, provided that the Turkish side 
accepts in principle the confidence-building measures. 


A semor diplomat said in clarification that in addition to 
the acceptance of the confidence-building measures, 
their details and their implementation without indirect 
recognition of the Turkish Cypriot pseudo-state are also 
important. 


The Cypriot Government and the Greek-American 
Lobby have called on the Clinton Administration to 
appoint a political figure to the post of special coordi- 
nator on Cyprus. 


ae Sa Minister Meets U.S. Official in New 


NC0S510154493 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 0530 GMT 5 Oct 93 


[Text] Foreign Minister Alekos Mikhailidhis met in New 
York with U.S. Undersecretary for Political Affairs Peter 
Tarnoff. In a statement afterward, the U.S. official said 
he had informed Mikhailidhis of the U.S. interest in 
remaining involved in the procedure toward a Cyprus 
solution. He said: We realize that many opportunities 
will arise in the next few months, and the United States 
intends to continue to play a role in achieving an 


agreement that will be accepted by everyone. 


Tarnoff said the United States and the United Nations 
intend to promote the communications channels among 
the parties in every possible way in an effort to have the 
negotiating procedure begin in the next few weeks or 
months. 


Mikhailidhis said that there was an in-depth treatment 
and discussion of all aspects of the Cyprus issue at the 
meeting. He added that he had referred to the issue of an 
EC observer being appointed in the talks on Cyprus and 
that he had asked for U.S. President Bill Clinton's and 
his government's more active involvement in the efforts 
for a solution. 


eines 


NC0110133593 Nicosia O AGON in Greek 1 Oct 93 p I 
[Report by Andreas Kaouris]} 


[Text] The Cypriot Government is preparing to 
approach the powerful Jewish lobby of the United States 
to promote the Cyprus issue. These moves are being 
made in the positive climate that has been created by the 
signing of the Palestinian-Israeli agreement. 


The first action that has already had results was Foreign 
Minister Alekos Mikhailidhis’ meeting with his Israeli 
counterpart, Shim’on Peres, in New York, where they 
were participating in the UN General Assembly session. 


Discussions with the Jewish lobby in the United States 
have been placed on the Cypriot Government's foreign 
policy priorities. The lobby not only greatly influences 
political issues in the country but has also influenced 
U.S. foreign policy. 


The Cypriot Government, specifically the Foreign Ministry, 
is Moving to immediately implement specific measures to 
approach important Jewish lobby officials. Lobby represen- 
tatives recently visited Cyprus for meetings. 


A top government source told our newspaper that 
approaching the Jewish lobby on the Cyprus problem is 


a very sensitive issuc. 


Atakol Statement Rejects EC Observer at Talks 


TA0610124093 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1130 
GMT 6 Oct 93 


[Text] Kenan Atakol, foreign affairs and defense min- 
ister, has remarked that observers appointed by third 
parties cannot possibly contribute to the peace process. 


In a written statement concerning initiatives by te 
Greek Cypriot side on the appointment of an EC 
observer to the Cyprus negotiations, Atakol said that 
nothing can be accomplished through outside interven- 
tion and added that without the approval of both parties, 
no agreement or appointment can be impiemented. 


Pointing out that those who want to support the goodwill 
mission of the UN secretary general should first treat both 
sides equally, Atakol said that the Turkish Cypriot side 
will not accept such an appointment. Explaining that a 
permanent solution to the Cyprus issue can only be 
reached through an agreement acceptable to both sides 
and not through outside intervention, Atakol added that 
the Turkish Cypriots would like to hope that the EC will 
not give more bonuses to the Greek Cypriot side, which 
has requested one-sided full membership in the EC and 
which 1s preventing a solution to the Cyprus issue. 
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Denktas Questions Greece's EC Membership 
Application 


TAOS 10180593 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1630 
GMT 5 Oct 93 


[Excerpt] President Rauf Denktas has said that the fact ~ 


that the EC discussed the one-sided Greek Cypriot 
application for full membership has undermined the 
trust of the Turkish Cypriots in the EC. 


In a news conference today, Denktas commented on the 
subject and said that this saddened the Turkish Cypriots, 
triggered their reaction, and undermined their trust. The 
president pointed out that there are two equal commu- 
nities in Cyprus, and the world as well as the UN 
Security Council have accepted that both communities 
must approve any future agreement through referen- 
dums. Nothing can be imposed by others without the 
consent of the two communities, Denktas stressed. He 
remarked that the Turkish Cypriot side has mghts 
deriving from the 1960 ts concerning applica- 
tion to the EC, and noted that the Turkish Cypriot 
people have the right of veto because this is a foreign 
policy issue. Denktas added that the Turkish Cypriot 
side has never accepted this application, declared its 
opposition to it, and the Greek Cypriots do not have the 
authority to submit such an application by themselves 
on behalf of the Cyprus Government. 


By taking steps in this direction despite promises made 
to us, they are doing a great injustice, Denktas said, 
adding that he expects the EC to adopt a stand in line 
with the supremacy of the law and keep the promise it 
has made. [passage omitted] 


Greece's Mitsotakis Reiterates ‘Commitment’ 


NC0610073493 Nicosia Cyprus ® adcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Gi. 2k 0530 GMT 
6 Oct 93 


[Text] Greek Prime Minister Konstandinos Mitsotakis 
reiterated that sending Greek troops to Cyprus now will 
not help Cyprus or Greece. It will just create tension, 
which is not useful, because Greece has given its 
complete commitment to Cyprus. Mitsotakis made his 
Statement in reply to questions by the Greek television 
station Mega Channel. He added that Greece's position 
is very simple, stressing: If Cyprus is threatened or in 
case of war, Greece becomes automatically involved. 
We stand by Cyprus, but we do not consider it advis- 
able to send troops now, because it will not benefit the 
Cyprus issue. 


Finally, Mitsotakis reiterated that following Middle East 
developments, he sees a possibility of the Cyprus issue 
Moving. 
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UK Impartiality at Commonwealth Summit 
Questioned 


NC0O110201993 Nicosia KIBRIS in Turkish 23 Sep 93 
p3 


[Unattributed editorial: “Guarantor Britain and the 
Concept of Impartiality”] 


[Text] While preparations are made for the Common- 
wealth Summit in south Cyprus in October, the 
approach maintained by Britain, one of the three guar- 
antors of Cyprus, has created skepticism about its com- 
mitment to impartiality on the Cyprus problem. 


As far as the Turkish Cypriot people are concerned, 
Britain's support fos holding the Commonwealth 
Summit in south Cyprus has harmed that country’s 
impartial approach on the Cyprus problem. Britain is the 
country that is most aware of the fact that two equal 
sides, two equal peoples, and two equal administrations 
have existed in Cyprus ever since the problem began 30 
years ago. The two sides have opposed each other for 30 
years. Furthermore, Britain is the country that 1s most 
aware of the fact that the Greek Cypriot Administration 
is not the legal government on the island, which has to be 
based on the constituent partnership of the two peoples 
in Cyprus—two peoples who have shared sovereignty in 
accordance with the 1960 agreements. 


At this point, it will be «useful to recall a passage from a 
BBC commentary in July 1965. It is as follows: “The 
Makanos administration is not the legitimate govern- 
ment that represents the two peoples in Cyprus. On the 
contrary, it is a Greek Cypriot administration.” 


That being the situation, how can the Greek Cypriot 
Administration claim to represent all of Cyprus and 
move to host the Commonwealth Summit as the “Gov- 
ernment of Cyprus?” Furthermore, how can Britain 


support that approach? 


Britain could have repaired the damage it has done by 
explaining the true state of affairs to the participants of 
that summit. Yes, that would have repaired the damage 


to a certain degree. 


It is true that a reception was held for the British 
members of parliament in north Cyprus. However, that 
was most probably to ease their conscience. Neverthe- 
less, the reception greatly upset the Greek Cypriot 
Administration and a propaganda campaign was 
launched against Britain and British High Commissioner 
David Dain. The Greek Cypriot objective was to direct 
pressure on Britain to obstruct a similar initiative during 
the summit in October. Well, it seems that the Greek 
Cypriots have achieved a certain degree of success in that 
direction. In fact, Prime Minister John Major may not 
meet with President Rauf Denktas and Queen Elizabeth 
may not hold a separate reception for the Turkish 
Cypriot side at the Dhekelia Base when they arrive in 
Cyprus for the summit. Obviously, “colossal” Britain 
has been forced to retreat as a result of the clamor in the 
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Greek Cypriot newspapers and the Greek Cypriot 
Administration’s initiatives and threats against the 
British bases on the island. 


The latest statements said that “the schedules of visits of 
Prime Minister Major and Queen Elizabeth have not yet 
been finalized.” 


As a guarantor power, Britain should maintain an impar- 
tial approach toward the two people in Cyprus, at least 
on that matter. Giving in to the Greek Cypriot clamor 
and the threats of a handful of EOKA [National Organi- 
zation of Cypriot Fighters] members does not befit a 
country like Britain, which claims to influence world 
politics. 


As far as the Turkish Cypriot people are concerned, 
Britain's image has been damaged by the British Gov- 
ernment’s decision to support holding the Common- 
wealth Summit in south Cyprus. Therefore, that country 
should, at least, maintain an impartial approach in the 
future, an approach it is required to adopt as a guarantor 
power. 


Prime Minister John Major and Queen Elizabeth must 
definitely cross into the Turkish Republic of Nerthern 
Cyprus to come in touch with the Turkish Cypriot 
people as their guarantors. 


ae Meets Kazakh Foreign Minister in New 


TAOS 10154193 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1130 
GMT 5 Oct 93 


[Text] Kenan Atakol, foreign affairs and defense min- 
ister, 1s Continuing his contacts in New York. Last night, 
he met with the foreign minister of Kazakhstan. 
According to information received from the Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus mission in New York, 
Atakol made a statement after the meeting. He said that 
the meeting was extremely useful and agreement was 
reached with the Kazakh foreign minister to develop 
bilateral relations. Atakol noted that the Kazakh foreign 
minister was briefed on recent developments in Cyprus. 


Denktas Travels to Izmir for Honorary Doctorate 


TA0510172893 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1630 
GMT 5 Oct 93 


[Text] President Rauf Denktas left for Izmir today to attend 
the ceremony marking the beginning of the new academic 
year at the Aegean University. Denktas is expected to meet 
wi, 1 Turkish President Suleyman Demirel, who will also be 
visiting Izmir. Denktas will be awarded an honorary doc- 
torate by the Aegean University on 7 October. Denktas will 
return to the island on 8 October. 
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Vehbi Zeki Serter Reelected Ass >mbly Speaker 
TAGO1 10170393 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1130 
GMT 1! Oct 93 


[Excerpts] [Passage omitted] Republican Assembly 
speaker Vehbi Zeki Serter has delivered a speech at the 
opening ceremony of the Assembly's new legislative 
year. Serier stressed that the legality of the Assembly can 
not be debated. 


Indicating that democracy is a multiparty regime within 
a parliamentarian system, Serter added that problems 
can be resolved only if the environment is democratic 
and expressed his belief that the Turkish Cypriot com- 
munity will shortly overcome its internal difficulties 


through its faith in democracy. 


Serter pointed out that the Constitution and internal 
regulations address procedures in case political parties in 
the Assembly resign, adding that claims that Assembly 
sessions or decisions are not valid is definitely unaccept- 
able. Serter noted that the Assembly will continue to 
perpetuate its authority and duties within the framework 
of the Constitution in the coming legislative year. 


On the subject of Cyprus, Serter indicated that initiatives 
regarding the Cypriot issue may intensify and turn into 
coercion in the coming days, recalling that the Greek 
Cypriots had started propaganda attacks in order to make 
the world accept their argument. Pointing out that 
Turkish Cypriots should be ready to make a determined 
struggle on every platform in order to repudiate the Greek 
Cypriot’s unjust views which are based on lies, Serter 
added that everybody is aware that the Greek Cypriot 
administration approach is far from conciliatory. 


Serter stated that those who want to coerce the Turkish 
Cypriots to make concessions regarding the confidence- 
building measures should first take into consideration 
the Greek Cypriot administration's dangerous behavior. 
Pointing to the rapid militarization of the Greek Cypriot 
side, Serter stressed that those who are working toward a 
lasting, operative, and just peaceful solution in the island 
should ensure that the Greek Cypriots’ efforts also be in 


good faith. [passage omitted] 


In his speech, Prime Minister Dervis Eroglu stated that 
his party and the government will stand strong against 
those who boycott the Assembly and who want to start 
adverse customs with their resignation, adding that they 
will definitely obstruct this practice from becoming 
permanent. Pointing out that the Democratic Party and 
the Free Democratic Party have joined the ranks of the 
Republican Turkish Party and the Communal Libera- 
tion Party—parties which boycotted the Assembly, com- 
pletely disregarding the people's will—Eroglu added that 
the aim of ali these parties is to upset the democratic 
existence and traditions as well as try to obtain personal 
gain. The Republican Assembly started its new legisla- 
tive year today. Vehbi Zeki Serter was reelected 
Assembly speaker by the chairmanship council. 
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Papandreou Says Leaked U.S. Embassy Document 
‘Forged’ 

NC0610173393 Athens ELEVTHEROTIPIA in Greek 

6 Oct 93 p 10 


[Excerpts] PASOK's [Panhellenic Socialist Movement] 
Government will not agree to participate in the negoti- 
ations which have began at the United Nations on the 
name of Skopje, Andreas Papandreou said categorically 
yesterday, and rejected the document of U.S. Charge 
d’Affairs James Williams on the Macedonian issue as 
forged. 


“The issue of this name will not be confined to the 
United Nations. We will not participate in discussions or 
a dialogue that concern the name of Skopje, because our 
position will not change. One goes to a dialogue when he 
is supposedly ready to make certain concessions”, 
Papandreou said during his last pre-election interview 
on Antenna Television. 


Explaining his position further, Papandreou said: 
“Despite my respect for the United Nations, I have this 
to say: We have made this decision (not to recognize 
Skopje with the name Macedonia). The decision is made. 
Do you want to play a role in conveying it to Skopje? It 
should be conveyed. We are not moving from this 
position.” 


Replying to a question about the possibility that the United 
Nations may accept Skopje with the name Macedonia, 
Papandreou said: “They have actually done it. Not only the 
United Nations, but there is no European or worldwide 
publication, country or government which does not refer to 
Skopje as Macedonia. This is [Prime Minister Konstand- 
inos}] Mitsotakis’ greatest achievement.” 


Furthermore, during his interview Papandreou described as 
“forged” the document of U.S. Charge d’Affairs in Athens 
Mr. Williams, which showed him talking in two different 
ways on the issue of Skopje. Papandreou said: “Mr. 
Williams is the only one who could confirm if it is forged or 
not. It is my conviction that the document is false; it is 
forged. But whether it is forged or not, it does not interest 
me. I want to say one thing: Mitsotakis is the master of 
double talk, not me. I have decl~red my position on the issue 
of Skopje since the beginning, | maintain it, and today | 
stress that PASOK’s government will not recognize Skopje 
with the name Macedonia or any of its derivatives”. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Before Papandreou’s interview, Miltiadhis Evert [New 
Democracy deputy] had called on the leader of PASOK 
to reject fully the U.S. charge d'affairs’ document, “oth- 
erwise there is a huge national issue at stake”. 
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Poll Shows Mitsotakis Main Problem for New 
Democracy 

NC06 10221793 Athens 1 KATHIMERINI in Greek 
6 Oct 93 p 3 


{Report by Ioannis Loulis} 


[Excerpt] The recent and particularly credible poll by 
MRB [not further identified] on a country-wide basis 
with 2000 persons questioned between 18-28 September 
includes many questions which clearly draw the bound- 
aries of what we have called: the dynamics of the 
elections. These dynamics, perhaps even more than the 
intent to vote, record the dominant climate through 
which voters will make their choices. The questions are 
part of MRB’s research called “Trends”, parts of which 
I KATHIMERINI exclusively publishes today since they 
are part of the research which SKAI radio announced. 


Let us see the “dynamics of the elections” as they arise 
from a series of very important questions. 


The first outcome concerns which party has created the 
“feeling of a winner™ in public opinion. It is evident that 
an overwhelming percentage of voters (49.3 percent) 
believes that the elections will produce a self-reliant 
government by PASOK [Panhellenic Socialist Move- 
ment}. On the other hand, those who foresee a self- 
reliant government by New Democracy are limited to 
19.4 percent. 


This climate of widespread pessimism is evident among 
the 1990 New Democracy voters themselves, as less that 
half of those who voted for New Democracy in 1990 
(44.3 percent) believe that the election result will lead to 
a self-reliant New Democracy government. 


It is therefore obvious thai despite Prime Minister 
Konstandinos Mitsotakis’ efforts and those of the party 
machine, even New Democracy voters do not expect a 
victory for their party. 


Another overall finding concerns New Democracy's 
strong and weak points in view of the election battle. 


Once again, a public opinion research poll throughout 
the country shows that New Democracy’s main problem 
continues being its leader, Prime Minister Mitsotakis. 
Only 22.7 percent of al! vciers consiter that the prime 
minister as leader is a plus for New Democracy. At the 
same time, 62.5 percent of the voters express the view 
that New Democracy does not gain with Mitsotakis as its 
leader. The same position is expressed by 34.8 percent of 
those who voted for New Democracy in 1990 and an 
incredible 65.1 percent of the undecided New Democ- 
racy voters. It should be noted that only 54.7 percent of 
those who voted for New Democracy in 1990 believe 
that the party has an advantage with Mitsotakis as its 
leader. 


Some 31.8 percent of the voters consider New Democ- 
racy’s government term is not an advantage. Moreover, 
25.5 percent do not support its economic policy. 
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New Democracy’ strongest factor is its “leading offi- 
cials”, “even though they have not been used correctly in 
the last three and a half years”. 


Given that the prime minister has taken the whole 
election campaign on himself,the message of the above 
finding is self explanatory. Simply, the prime minister, 
the government term and economic policy are serious 
disadvantages and the weak points for New Democracy, 
which of course is promoting them as its positive points 
in its election campaign. 

The research shows that PASOK is not particularly 
favored by its previous government (38.1 percent), nei- 
ther because it succeeded in the economic field (33.3 
percent) nor because it has convinced people that it can 
deal with the crisis in the country (38.1 percent). 


On the contrary, PASOK is clearly favored by the public 
opinion trend to reject the government and its policy. 
Therefore, the main reasons for which, according to its 
voters, PASOK is favored is because “people do not 
want another four-year term by Mitsotakis and New 


Democracy (56.7 percent). 


PASOK is suffering from a credibility crisis but the same 
crisis in New Democracy is even greater. 


Therefore, asked which government could better deal 
with the country’s crisis, only 34.2 percent chose a 
self-reliant PASOK government while even less, 26.5 
percent, chose a self-reliant New Democracy govern- 
ment. However, a PASOK government under various 
“combinations” [cooperation with other parties] is 
chosen by 43.2 percent of the electorate while only 28.3 
percent choose a New Democracy government under 
various “combinations”. 


Actually, what we have is an overall crisis of credibility 
for both large parties, with only 60.7 percent choosing 
the self- reliance of one or the other party. It should also 
be noted that the overwhelming majority of the unde- 
cided New Democracy voters (42 percent) choose a 
government of national unity as a preferred solution, 
whereas only 19 percent choose a self-reliant New 


Democracy government. 
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When voters are pressed to choose between two solu- 
tions—a government by PASOK or a government by 
New Democracy—-a significant majority of 44.8 percent 
prefer PASOK and only 32.5 percent prefer New 
Democracy. 

The difference in PASOK’s favor is greater when the 
voters are called to “vote” not for what they want, but 
what they do not want. In this case, 51.1 percent of the 
voters say they do not want another four-year term by 
Mitsotakis-New Democracy, whereas only 33.8 percent 
say they do not want another four-year term by Papan- 
dreou-PASOK. 


Finally, the exceptionally bad piciure of New Democ- 
racy is reflected in the disappointment of those who 
voted for it in 1990, as 35 percent say they are “disap- 
pointed” or “rather disappointed” by the party the voted 
for. Some 35.5 percent of those who voted for New 
Democracy in 1990 say they are somewhat satisfied. 


The “disappointed” or “rather disappointed” voters 
from New Democracy's undecided reach an incredible 
77 percent. All the above data confirm the relevant 
evaluations which are valid as we approach the elections. 


PASOK’s governmental credibility is low, although New 
Democracy'’s is even lower. Forty percent of the elec- 
torate doubts that a self- reliant government by New 
Democracy or PASOK can deal with the crisis. [passage 
omitted] 


Defense Minister Denies Troop Movement 
Reports 


NC0610190193 Athens Eiliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1730 GMT 6 Oct 93 


[Text] Greece has the best army in the region, said 
National Defense Minister loannis Varvitsiotis during a 
speech in Levsos today. Replying to charges by the 
Opposition concerning the movement of troops, Varvit- 
siotis stressed that New Democracy and Konstandinos 
Mitsotakis do not follow past practices. Referring to the 
polls, the minister said that these will soon be proven 
wrong and he claimed that New Democracy will win the 
elections and that Mitsotakis will rule the country again. 
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Demirel, Sahin Meet Qatari Minister Meets Ciller, Others 
TAOS 10111393 Ankara Turkiye Radyolari Network in TAOS 10180393 Ankara TRT Television Network in 


Turkish 2100 GMT 4 Oct 93 


[Text] Ahmad bin-Hamad al-Thani, Qatari minister of 
agriculture and municipal affairs, has arrived in Turkey 
and begun holding contacts. President Suleyman 
Demirel received al-Thani at Cankaya Mansion and 
conferred with him for some time. Al-Thani also visited 
Refaiddin Sahin, minister of agriculture, forestry, and 
village affairs. Sahin stated that agricustural cooperation 
was discussed at the meeting. Al-Thani stated that both 
countnes have a progressive outlook regarding bilateral 
cooperation in the field of agriculture. 


Defense Minister Says Iraqi Operation Successful 


TA0610200193 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 6 Oct 93 


[Text] National Defense Minister Nevzat Ayaz has said 
that the operation launched against terrorists in northern 
Iraq has been successful and that the losses sustained by 
the terrorist organization might be determined after the 
search and comb operation to the conducted in the 
region. 


Ayaz was replying to reporters’ questions in Kirsehir. He 
said a struggle is being waged against terror within the 
framework of the principles of democracy and the laws. 
Ayaz noted that the PKK [Workers Party of Kurdistan} 
terror organization has launched attacks against defense- 
less and innocent people in recent days because it feels 
helpless and trapped, adding that the terrorists will 
definitely have to account for these barbaric acts. 


Albanian Prime Minister Arrives 4 Oct 


Meets Erhan 


TA0510110493 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1015 
GMT § Oct 93 


[Text] Ankara, Oct 5 (AA}—Albanian Prime Minister 
Aleksander Gabriel Meksi arrived in Ankara as the 
official guest of Prime Minister Tansu Ciller on Monday 
[4 October] evening. 


Meksi was welcomed by State Minister Cemil Erhan at 
Ankara’s Eserboga Airport, where he gave a news con- 
ference. 


Opportunities for improving the present good relations 
between the two countries will be discussed during 
Meksi’s visit. 


Meksi and Ciller are also expected to discuss regional 
and international issues. 


Meksi will go on to Istanbul on 6 October after com- 
pleting his official contacts in Ankara. 


Turkish 1700 GMT 5 Oct 93 


[Text] Albanian Prime Minister Aleksander Gabriel 
Meksi, currently in Turkey on an official visit, has 
concluded his contacts in Ankara. Meksi met with Prime 
Minister Tansu Ciller. Later, talks began between dele- 
gations headed by the two prime ministers. The talks 
continued during the luncheon Ciller hosted at her 
residence in honor of Meksi. 


The Albanian prime minister also called on Kamer 
Genc, acting speaker of the Turkish Grand National 
Assembly, at parliament this morning. Meksi then met 
separately with National Defense Minister Nevzat Ayaz, 
Public Works and Housing Minister Onur Kum- 
baracibasi, and Culture Minister Fikri Saglar. The 
opportunities for the development of economic, com- 
mercial, and cultural relations between the two countries 
were discussed during the meetings. Meksi also visited 
some defense industry installations. 


Stresses Danger in Balkans 


TA0610195693 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 6 Oct 93 


[Text] Albanian Prime Minister Aleksander Gabriel 
Meksi has stressed that the situation in the Balkans is 
ominous and dangerous, adding that the war in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina should be stopped as soon as possible. 


Meksi concluded his contacts in Ankara and left for Istan- 
bul. In a statement at Esenboga Airport, Meksi said his 
government cannot accept the spreading of the war to 
Kosovo and other regions. He further called on the United 
Nations to send peacekeeping forces to Kosovo. He added 
that a unity of views was reached with the Turkish officials 
on constructing a highway from Tirana to Istanbul and 
establishing maritime transportation from Tirana to Izmir. 
Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin said a war that might spread 
to Kosovo and the other regions in the Balkans will affect 
not only the region but the entire world. 


Meksi was received by President Suleyman Demirel at 
the Hoover Mansion in Istanbul. National Education 
Minister Nahit Mentese and Ilir Manushi, Albanian 
construction, housing and territory adjustment minister, 
were also present at the meeting. Issues of cooperation 
between Turkey and Albania in the political, economic, 
and defense industry fields were reviewed at the meeting. 
Views were also exchanged on international develop- 
ments and regional problems. Meksi also visited historic 
and tourist sites in Istanbul. 


ATA Reports on Ciller, Meksi Talks 
AU0610213693 Tirana ATA in English 0925 GMT 
6 Oct 93 


[Text] Tirana, October 6 (ATA)}—Premier Meksi, who 
has been visiting Turkey since October 4 at the head of a 


FBIS-WEU-93-193 
7 October 1993 


government delegation at the invitation of Turkish Pre- 
mier Tansu Ciller, met with Kamer Genc, deputy 
chairman of the Turkish Parliament. Mr. Meksi stressed 
that Turkey has been one of the first countries to help the 
democratic government and the Albanian people and 
emphasized that more can be done to increase Turkish 
investments in Albania and abolish double taxes for 
which all documents are ready. 


Mr. Meksi met with the minister of defence, Nevzat 
Ayaz. Mr. Meksi and Mr. Ayaz put emphasis on neces- 
sary military cooperation for the sake of maintaining 
peace and security in the region. 

At 1130 the Albanian delegation held negotiations with 
the Turkish delegation, which lasted 40 minutes and 
concentrated on the development of relations between 
the two countries. 


Mrs. Ciller declared: “We are very happy to welcome 
Premier Meksi. Turkey and Albania are old friends and 
will always remain friends. Turkey will also continue to 
foster cooperation with Albania in the future, thus 
contributing to the establishment of a new Europe.” Mr. 
Meksi declared: “The Albanian delegation discussed 
with Turkish officials about issues of bilateral economic, 
cultural relations and other issues. Turkish aid for 
Albania will continue. We also discussed problems 
related to the grave situation in the region especially 
concerning the Albanians. The Albanian Government 
considers the Turkish Government and people friends of 
all Albanians and Albania.” 


On October 5 afternoon, Premier Meksi met with the 
Turkish minister of public works and housing, Onur 
Kumbaracibasi, and the minister of culture, Fikri Saglar. 


Turkish Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin gave a dinner to 
honour the Albanian delegation. 


Paper Details Foreign Debt Payments 
NC3009142793 Istanbul CUMHURIYET in Turkish 
9 Sep 93 p 10 


[Text] Ankara (AA)}—Turkey paid $1 966,726,000 on its 
foreign debts from January to June 1993. Of that amount 
$1,051,951,000 was in the form of capital payments, and 
$914,775,000 in the form of interest payments. 


According to the Treasury and Foreign Trade Undersec- 
retariat, Japan received the biggest amount of what 
Turkey paid on its debts to 16 countries from January to 
June 1993. Turkey paid $405,472,000 to Japan, 
$254,203,000 to Germany, $235,912,000 to the United 
States, $50,380,000 to Switzerland, $41,410,000 to 
Britain, and $23,372,000 to France in that period. 


International Organizations 


Turkey also paid $769,345,000 on its debts to interna- 
tional organizations, including the World Bank, Council 
of Europe Housing Fund [Avrupa Konseyi Iskan Fonu], 
and the European Investment Bank from January to 





















































Foreign Debit Payments (Jan-Jun) 
Thousands of Dollars 

Countries Capital laterest Total 

United States 105,504 130.408 235,912 
Germany 121,379 132,824 254,203 
Ausina 3,338 2,483 5,821 
Belgium 2,298 8&6 2.384 
Denmark 468 48 $16 
France 20,393 11,984 32,377 
Finland 840 $61 1,40! 
Netherlands 1,994 2,028 4,023 
Britain 14,941 26.469 41,410 
Sweden 100 5 105 
Switzerland 30.464 19.916 $0,380 
italy $,273 2,747 8,020 
Spain 285 w” 315 
Defense Debts 62,589 65,818 128,407 
General Total: 1,051,951 914,775 1,966,726 














Transportation Minister Returns From Romania 


TA0210181893 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 2 Oct 93 


[Text] Transportation Minister Mehmet Kostepen has 
declared that transit permits for 5,000 TIR [Interna- 
tional Highway Transport] trucks have been obtained 
from Romania this year and a decision was made to 
activate the ro-ro [roll-on/roll-off] services between Der- 
ince and Constance. 


Kostepen returned from a southeast Europe transporta- 
tion ministers meeting held in Romania. He said that the 
modernization of the existing transportation systems in 
the region and the increasing infrastructure costs were 
discussed at the meeting. Explaining that transportation 
is the second most environmentally polluting sector after 
industry, Kostepen noted that the document on this 
subject submitted to the meeting by Turkey was sup- 
ported by other countries as well. 


Assembly Speaker Departs for Romania 


TA04 10184893 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 4 Oct 93 


[Text] Husamettin Cindoruk, speaker of the Turkish 
Grand National Assembly, has left for Romania as the 
guest Adrian Nastase, speaker of the Romanian 
Assembly of Deputies. In a statement at Istanbul Ataturk 
Airport before his departure, Cindoruk said that Turkey 
and Romania are two friendly countries living in peace 
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in the region. He added that during his visit he will also 
attend the committee meetings of the Black Sea Eco- 


nomic Cooperation Assembly. 


Goverament Denies Hizbullah Camp in Batman 


NC05 10221393 Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish — 
3 Oct 93 p 20 


NC0110191593 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 
(Special Supplement) in English 15 Sep 93 p 6 


{Report by Murat Yetkin in “IDEF-93, International 
Defense Industry and Civil Aviation Fair] 


{Text] Ankara—Turkey's armored combai vehicle pro- 
ducing program which was launched in 1988 has been on 
track as scheduled and in search of new opportunities, 


said the manager of the scheme. 
Jeff Simoneau, the director of the FNSS facilities in 
Turkey said in an exclusive interview with the 


TURKISH DAILY NEWS that the program has been a 
success for the company and for Turkey so far. 


“We are precisely on schedule,” said Jeff. “We have 
delivered 497 armored vehicles to Turkish Armed 
Forces by August.” The breakdown of the delivered 
(AAPC), 135 Armored Fighting Vehicles (AFV) and 16 
Armored Tow Vehicles (ATV). The contract signed 
between the Turkish Government and the American 
FMC-Turkish Nurol consortium in 1988 suggested pro- 
duction of 1,698 FNSS design armored vehicles of four 
types within eight years. 

The contract 
650 AFVs, 48 A 
(AMV). 


the production of 830 AAPCs, 
s and 170 Armored Mortar Vehicles 


made by the user, the military. 
He recalls that 200 of the AAPCs delivered to the 


the 
“I had the opportunity to meet with General Cevik Bir 
recently,” Simoneau adds. 


The changes made on the vehicles after the demands 
made by the Turkish Armed Forces are as follows: 


New power packs which upgraded the output of the 
engine from 265 to 300 horse power, also changing the 
steering system from steering levers to a steering wheel, 


The cupolas for the AAPCs were changed to improve the 
armor protection of the gunner, 


The turret/cannon of the AFV will be changed to a 

“stabilized” turet, in order to improve the shooting 

accuracy while the vehicle 1s moving, 

Ae ot rong ph te hema cee aati 
the developments in technology. 


Si neneau says the main difficulty in trying to find 
mirkets for the armored combat vehicles produced in 
Turkey in third countries is the competition from the 
former Eastern Bloc countries and particularly from 
Russia, who are in the market to sell their equipment at 
“extremely low” prices to raise hard currency. 

“The challenges are great, but we believe we can meet 
them,” Simeneau says. 
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The FNSS operation is Turkey, together with its Turkish 
partner Nurol, is in search of markets in some Gulf 
countnes and in Southeast Asia. For cxampic, an AMV 
will soon be demonstrated in a Middie Eastern country 
after its delivery to Turkey army. 


Another plan for the FM'"-Nwol to keep the Golbasi 
plant going after the compiction of the armored combat 
vehicle production program, is to focus on logistics and 
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after sales services, upgrading of Turkish military's 
existing M-113 armored combat vehicles and diversify 
the production. 


In that context, production of wheeled armored vehicles 
in Golbasi piant is under consideration. Simencau says 
the company would not like to waste such a plant built on 
38,000 square meters in the country's capital with 450 
well-trained personnel, specialized on the production. 
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